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SUMMER RELAXATION

[ am writing this column just as the weather seems
to be turning to summer. Everything is green; the
grass is luxurious and the trees are all leafy and
beautiful. Bushes and flowers are in fine form. It's
getting hotter out and the sun is shining brightly.

I hope that your summer months are filled with
opportunities to kick back and relax. It's important
that we all take the time to step back a bit and
recharge our batteries.

Perhaps this issue of Connections can help you in
that relaxation. Step back. Consider what you find
in these pages and in the stories of those who, like
yourself, are trying as best they can to be good
disciples of the Lord Jesus.

Disciples work. Disciples follow. They also, like the
original disciples, step back from ministry in order to
pray—something they learned from Jesus himself.

Take the opportunities this season offers you to
recharge those spiritual batteries! Enjoy!

STAFF YOU SHOULD KNOW

Pastor - Rev. Steven M. Lanza,
slanza@divinemercynorthshore.org
Retired Resident - Rev. Robert P. Heinz,
rheinz@archchicago.org

Retired Resident - Rev. Ken Kiepura

Deacons - Mike McNulty (retired), Gerry Keenan,
gekeenan@archchicago.org and

Bob Puhala, bpuhala@usml.edu

Director of Evangelization & Life long Formation -
Patty Sanfilippo,
psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org

Director of Liturgy and Music - Ron Vanasdlen,
rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org

Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach and Special
Events - Liz McGowen,
Imcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org

. Get Connected this Summer

§ Uncle Pete's: June 3, July1and
August 5 - Parish Center 7pm

Hunger Hero Weekends: June 8/9,
July 13/14, August 10/11

) Divine Mercy Parish
Hospitality Sundays: June 9 & P ]
July 14 after 8am & 10am Mass

Fooed Donations

Check out our
new Qutreach

partners:
Viator House of
Hospitality &
Beacon Place
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www.divinemercynorthshore.org

Director of Operations -

Michelle Wasielewski,
mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org

Director of Children’s Ministry -

Kathy Handelman,
khandelman@divinermercynorthshore.org

Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry -
Kelly Shoup, kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org

School Principal - Jodi Reuter,
jreuter@shwschool.org

Director of Communications - Judy Pyke,
jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org
Finance Office - Cindy Afsaves,
cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org
Administrative Assistant - Megan Nolan,
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org
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Connected by Fcuth Evcm Wolf

My name is Evan Wolf and |, along with my wife, Katie, and sermon in Judaism. | just didn’t connect with the other parts of

our three children, have been a part of the Divine Mercy and the Mass. | felt it was very important as the father figure of my

Sacred Heart School community for over 22 years. All three family to be present in my children’s religious upbringing and

of my children now 25, 23, and 21, went to Sacred Heart show solidarity with my wife. However, | was flying blind

School and then on to Loyola Academy for High School. because | knew almost nothing about Jesus. | had no real

While this sounds like a normal track for a Catholic family understanding of what Catholicism was.

living on the North Shore, there was one little difference in

our family. | was a Jewish man married to a Catholic woman As our children grew older and we became semi empty-nesters,

and trying to help raise my children in the Catholic faith. I began to regularly attend weekend Mass with Katie. | found
that it was a great time to take a deep breath and hear a good

I was raised a reformed Jewand ____ message that we could apply to our

daily lives and some of the
experiences we were going through. It
was during this period that | became
truly exposed to Jesus.

went to Saturday School at our
Temple wherever we lived. | had
my Bar Mitzvah at 13, but |
eventually became uninterested
in my religion as a teenager and
was never confirmed. | grew up
in a Jewish home that honored
the feasts and traditions of my
rich Jewish heritage, but we
never prayed or even talked
about God very much. The
result for me was that | had no
real relationship with God.

Looking back, | believe Jesus came
looking for me. | can’t explain
everything that took place, but |
couldn’t deny that Jesus was reaching
out to me through various life events.
I had a work colleague who went on a
pilgrimage to Israel show me his
photos and he proceeded to fully
describe each Station of the Cross. |

I was in college at University of Missouri when | met Katieona  had heard that term many times, but the way he presented it, it

double date where we both were supporting friends going on really weighed heavily on me. |then attended a friend’s father’s
a date. The irony was Katie and | hit it off, but they did not. Catholic funeral and started to ask myself, “what does this look
We eventually graduated, moved to Chicago, got married (by like for Katie and I? She is baptized and | am not”. | began to ask
a Priest and a Rabbi) and had our three beautiful children. We Katie a lot of questions and reading books around conversions
found Sacred Heart School and fell in love with the to Catholicism. It was through this “inquiring” that | came to the
community. realization that Jesus had not abolished Judaism, but rather
fulfilled it. For me, this was an easy bridge to cross. My Jewish
While my wife was raising our children in the Catholic faith, | heritage coupled with the coming of the Messiah, Jesus,
was kind of a passenger. | attended Mass with them, in total solidified everything for me and my choice was made. | realized

support. | did find value in the homily, which we called the



Connected by Faith

that the synthesis of all the things I'd been searching for were catechism. | think it was a transformative experience for her

fulfilled in the Catholic faith. | wanted to be Catholic. too. She no longer had to be private about her religion. By
private | mean, she kept everything to herself. We read books
| began to investigate my options for RCIA, the Rite of in tandem and had long enriching discussions. While we are
Christian Initiation of Adults (now OCIA, O for Order). | blessed to have a wonderful marriage, my conversion has
wanted to engage in a program right away and unfortunately strengthened our marriage in a new way. To add some
the timing was off at Divine Mercy. | found that Holy Name diversity to the journey, we began to visit other churches for
Cathedral Parish in Chicago was starting an RCIA group at Mass, as well. We either do this locally, or when we travel.
the right time. | met with their Director of Evangelization We like to see the different Catholic churches and hear
who has a wonderful team of clergy and lay people who led different messages and perspectives from the priests. When
our lectures and discussions. | was part of a cohort that my classes began, they weren't every week, and it gave us the
began just after Easter 2023 that eventually grew to 17 opportunity to do this. | also began to share what | was doing
catechumens and 10 candidates. (A catechumen is someone with family and close friends, and they were so genuinely
who is unbaptized.) As | embarked on this journey, | felt happy for me. I told my mother-in-law, and she knew what |
excited like | was going on a vacation. Each week Katie and | was going to tell her before I told her. (Full disclosure - she
would go downtown for Mass, dismissal, and discussion. had been secretly praying for my conversion for years). If
When the group began, there were only 10 of us and we met there was a hard part of my journey to Catholicism, it was
in the Cardinal’s library. That was a stately and beautiful working up the courage to tell my brother. | was somewhat
place to learn about my new faith. Through our classes, it afraid of how he was going to react. | just prayed and asked
further opened my mind and my heart to Jesus, his teachings Jesus for the I'ight words. When | told h|m, he was happy for
and how | can apply them to my life. The questions | walked me and said, “the way you live your life, it’s not a surprise”.
around with suddenly had answers. The OCIA process was so
well done, it inspired me to learn more outside of class. | This gets me to where | am now. | see the world in a different
probably read more books in that time, than | had read in the way. My lens has expanded when it comes to seeing everyone
past 10 years. The more | learned, the more | strengthened as a child of Jesus and my “neighbor”. | can’t say it’s always
my relationship with God. | was also lucky to have the easy, but | try not to judge and go back to “Who should | be in
streaming series “The Chosen” to provide a visual of this moment?” | have a solid sense of hope and belief and |
everything | was learning. know how this story ends. This allows me to go through life
with peaceful confidence as our family and extended family
| was just baptized and confirmed this past Easter Vigil at and friends face highs, lows, and everything in between. | can
Holy Name by Cardinal Cupich, surrounded by family and rely on the Lord and my Catholic faith to guide me.

friends. The Vigil at Holy Name is really something
special. Having the Cardinal baptize and confirm
you is amazing, but Holy Name Cathedral is
extraordinary. Starting outside with the lighting of
the Pascal Candle to the architecture, the music,
the choir, the homily, and extraordinary meaning
behind everything. Finally walking up to the font to
be baptized, | felt an overwhelming sense of
belonging. However, not having to leave after the
Homily and receiving the Eucharist was the most
special part for me. Receiving communion for the
first time was so up-lifting. The Easter Vigil is pretty
lengthy - about 3 hours, but | didn’t even notice the
time at all.
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Along this journey, there were many memorable
experiences for not only me, but for my wife, Katie.
Having her as my sponsor and faith partner was
extra meaningful for both of us. She relished the
spiritual time and enjoyed “re-learning” the

Discover more about Divine Mercy by visiting our website at

divinemercynorthshore.org.



Connecting with Sacred Heart School

because that’s how God made it.”
Being a scientist, Mrs. Mack believes
in the theory of the big bang,
however she also believes that “God
made it happen,” two ideas that
seem to make perfect sense when
connected through a single
assertion.

CONNECTING

RELIGION AND SCIENCE
By Whitney W. Wolf

It's a common quandary, one with roots
going back generations: Can science and
religion co-exist? Is it possible to subscribe
to the Big Bang theory but also, to
maintain absolute faith that God created

the earth? Regarding her relationship with God,

Mrs. Mack says, "l talk to him a lot.
He's always with me —when | need
him —and when | don’t think | need
him — he’s with me.”

| recently sat down with Mrs. Angela
Mack, who's role at Sacred Heart School
includes, not only teaching Junior High
Science but also teaching 8" Grade Religion and coordinating
our Prayer Family program —a combination | found utterly
fascinating, given the common framing of Religion and
Science as an “either-or” proposition.

Albert Einstein once said that "science without religion is
lame” and “religion without science is blind." Einstein also
said: "God is a mystery. But a comprehensible mystery. |
have nothing but awe when | observe the laws of nature.”

Mrs. Mack’s eyes sparkled with enthusiasm as she
spoke at length about her deep love of science
and her first career in environmental consulting
for a chemical catalyst manufacturer. When the
time was right, she shifted focus to raising her
three children, and became very involved with
the school, coaching and substitute teaching, as
many parents tend to do in that stage. It was
during this career interlude that she discovered
she also enjoyed spending time with all the students.

Mrs. Mack echoes this sentiment when she says, “The
earth is so perfect — so beautiful, with everything on

it — it just had to be designed and created by
something
intentional —a
Being - and that
is God.”

"I realized that |
wanted to combine
my love of science
with my love of
teaching!” So, she
pursued a teaching
degree and is now
wrapping up her
eighth year at Sacred
Heart School, having
transformed our
science lab into a
vibrant hub of
exploration and
discovery.

"l look at life through the eyes of a science person and | love
sharing that with the kids,” she remarks. “It's my goal to make
new scientists.”

Concurrently, she inspires 8" graders to delve more deeply
into their relationship with Jesus through religious studies of
our Catholic faith. Regarding how those two can coexist in her
world so seamlessly, she says, "There are times that | can’t
answer a question scientifically...| realize that the answer is —



Children’s Ministry: Engaging Children’s Hearts & Minds

KATHY HANDELMAN: FOREVER CHANGED around the campus to show them different statues and pray

When Father Steve Lanza enthusiastically entered my office the rosary; they teach our most beautiful prayers; they find

in January 2020, little did I know the words he would say arts and crafts projects with wonderful moral lessons that

would have a profound impact on the next five years of my become a parent’s keepsake; they love the children.

life. “I have decided you should take over Children’s

Ministry,” he exclaimed. e The Children’s Ministry Board, comprised of a terrific group
of people, who come together once a month to help plan,

“You want me to run Children’s Ministry?” | remember execute, and provide feedback on all we do. They are

thinking. always willing to help and are deeply committed to

the success of the ministry.
I had joined the parish staff the previous August

after serving for a year in Marketing/Public
Relations for Sacred Heart School. As a former
catechist and parent of four children who
received all their sacraments at Divine Mercy, |
was excited to join the Children’s Ministry team.
But six months was not exactly thorough
training!

e The 20+ Teen Aides who get up every Sunday
morning to help us, and the newly formed Teen
Council. These inspiring young people are
continuing to build our parish and faith.

e The opportunity to grow in faith each and every
day. Truly there was not a day that went by that |
did not witness the Holy Spirit at work in our

With the support of the staff, catechists, and parents, the ministry. Frs. Steve, Bob, John and Dan regularly taught me
adventure began. Only three months in, we were faced with something that deepened my faith even when they did not
anew word in our vocabulary: COVID. That summer we held know they did. Ron Vanasdlen embraced Children'’s
four Confirmations and at least five First Communions, given Ministry and taught me more about liturgy than | ever
the Archdiocese’s quota for participants. When we weren’t imagined.
preparing for sacraments, a team of us from the Archdiocese
banded together and created a virtual Vacation Bible School. e The staff, which is the most
We didn’t have a ton of participants, but we did have fun! collaborative group | have ever
worked with — everyone is willing
In fact, the whole next year we pivoted to online sessions in to jump in and help at any time.
which our catechists heroically kept things moving on Zoom, Their laughter rocks the building.
learning how to let children in and out of breakout rooms and Michelle Wasielewski is our
how to share screens. constant friend, counsel and
support. Judy Pyke, our go-to for
When we finally came back together in person, it was such a all things Catholicism and parish
joy and relief! This ministry has a wonderful foundation built history, leads the most awesome
over the years by amazing directors of religious ed, church tours on top of
dedicated catechists, and a strong board, who helped create communicating everything we
our newly revamped Children’s Ministry right before the do. Liz McGowen joyfully
pandemic. With that basis and our mission in mind — to provides service opportunities
engage the hearts and minds of children — we set off with a for our children on top of all she
mandate from Father Steve to break out of the box and bring does for the parish and school.
children closer to Jesus. And | think we have. So when | step Patty Sanfilippo is terrific leading
down this summer to spend more weekend time with my our Family Faith group. And,
husband, children and new grgnddaughter, here are the Megan Nolan keeps us laughing, has a solution ready at
things I will miss: hand and bakes more cross cookies than anyone | know.
Cindy Atsaves masterfully keeps us budgeted and
e The children’s faces as they seamlessly pays every bill. Will Wasielewski has the
bound throug.h the door on patience of a saint for keeping Children’s Ministry running.
Sunday mornings; And the entire maintenance team — Bobby, Eamon and
Tony — makes sure we are set up for each event. I'm certain
e Their parents who are giving Tony will miss my early Sunday phone calls!

them the gift of faith and who
are so sincere in wanting to

Catch up sessions with Maureen Valvassori, who mentored

pass it along. me over the past five years. She picked up the phone every
time | called and shared her wisdom from her extensive
* The catechists who do so very experience in leading Children’s Ministry. While | will
much to make our faith come continue to catch up with Maureen, it will not always begin
alive. They do think out of the with, *“What would you do?”

box. They walk the children



Children’s Ministry: Engaging Children’s Hearts & Minds

e And, without a doubt, | will mostly miss my endless
meetings and phone calls with Kelly Shoup, the amazingly
talented assistant director of Children’s Ministry. Kelly
joined our team a little over three years ago. Armed with a
deep faith and a master’s in pastoral studies and social
work, her desire to create an impactful ministry for each
child is unparalleled. The staff finds our ability to dissect
everything to the Nth degree to be an enigma! Kelly has
become a lifelong friend and my faith has grown
throughout our time together. What's more, we are blessed
that Kelly will continue to share her time and talents as
assistant director while also raising three young children.

Behind the Scenes: A Ju

I am proud of how our ministry has grown and grateful to the
families who have entrusted us with their children. There is so
much energy and passion to find new and different ways to
bring children closer to Jesus, and it is
working. While | will miss the day to day; |
hope to find ways to continue to support the
parish and ministry. Because, in truth,
working here at Divine Mercy has been one
of the most gratifying and life-changing
things | have ever done. Thank you!

t Harvest Lunch Service

On the third Sunday of every month, a small group of Divine
Mercy Parishioners arrives at A Just Harvest Community
Kitchen in Rogers Park to serve lunch to the hungry. Work
begins at 11 am as volunteers ages 12 and older don hairnets,
put on aprons, and prepare for guests.

Once the doors open at noon, volunteers are busy bringing
beverages to guests and serving them plates filled with hot
meals. Other guests stop in for meals in take-out containers.
Everyone, including the volunteers, goes away with a good
feeling. By 2:30 the chairs have been put up, the floors
mopped, the dishes done, and the hairnets can finally come
off.

Those aren’t the only behind-the-scenes activities -- there’s a
lot of preparation that goes into the day. Here's a look at how
our team makes all this happen each month:

Beginning of the month

Everyone in the parish is invited to volunteer, so by the
beginning of the month the new Signup Genius form is up and
ready to go, posted on the website (always at
www.divinemercynorthshore.org/outreach-partners), and
scheduled for eblasts and the bulletin.

The signup contains all the essential elements —
the famous chicken & vegetable casseroles
(recipe and directions included), veggies, salad,
and homemade chocolate chip cookies. There is
also a spot for someone to sign up to deliver all
the items. >
Ny
This year, to better meet the program's needs, r:q 7
we began encouraging people to sign up to
bring extra cans of soup or vegetables to go to
the A Just Harvest food pantry. Through this
little addition, we send up to 100 extra cans

down a month.

Saturday before
On the Saturday before the big day, a steady

CARME!

QHOCKEY

stream of people come in the back door of the Divine Mercy
Parish Center to drop off their contributions. By 11:30 am,
helpers Joanie and George Rohrs arrive to check that
everything has been delivered. Joanie sometimes makes a
quick call to find out about any missing items, although calls
rarely need to be made. They check the list and load the items
onto a cart — those frozen casseroles are heavy!!! -- and wheel
everything out to the front door to meet the delivery driver.

The delivery driver takes everything down to A Just Harvest
before 2 pm on Saturday.

The big day

On Sunday morning, the casseroles go into the ovens at A
Just Harvest so they are ready to be served when the doors
open at noon.

Every month, A Just Harvest offers a wonderful opportunity
for families to get together to prepare or serve food. We have
several families who almost always sign up to bring
casseroles, as well as reqular cookie bakers and servers. Food
preparation is done in the home so it can be done with
children of any age. Volunteers for the A Just Harvest lunch
service must be at least 12 years old.

Our next lunch service will be on Sunday,
June 16, and we would love to have your
help! www.signupgenius.com/
go/904054EA9AF29A5FE3-49784198-
ajustharvest#/

Alex and Thomas Preda, grandsons of
Linda Preda, show the results of their at-
home casserole making. Chicken and
vegetable casseroles, cooked vegetables,
salad, and homemade cookies are always
on the menu at A Just Harvest when
Divine Mercy serves lunch on the third

. Sunday of the month.



E].KERRIGAN|| Ed the Plumber

— PLUMBING CO. —
onmmmeomn || Ed the Carpenter ||wiLETTE AUTO BoDY

Serving the North Shore for over 60 years “Our Most Important Product
Ph 847.251.2695 847.492.1444 Is A Well Satisfied Customer”

847-251-1535
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com

Fax 847.251.9433
811 Ridge Road Wilmette, IL 60091
www .kerriganplumbing.com

Best Work - Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

|

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Got 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.
= Paid training
* Some travel
* Work-life balance

= Full-Time with benefits
= Serve your community

Autherized
AT | o ier | SafeStreets

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME

Chris Duncan BRATSCHI

PLUMBING

A Family Business Providing Complete
Plumbing Service Since 1937

Licensed & Insured
(847) 446-1421

801 Oak Street, Winnetka
www.bratschiinc.com

Cduncan@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2154

FREE

DESIGN

with
purchase
of this
space

lllinoIs

CatholicMatch.com/IL

s

- 847-674-7779

CALL
800-950-9952

| WE'RE HIRING!

AD SALES EXECUTIVES

i ——————————

BREAULT RESEARCH ORG.
JOHN SPILOTRO, COO

ENGINEERING SERVICES- RAPID PROTOTYPING

jspilotro@breault.com | 602-770-7891

SUPPORT

OUR
ADVERTISERS!

|IlL. MARSHALL

RoOFING & SHEET METAL INC.
(Commercial and Residential)
2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL

847-724-5400

www.lmarshallroofing.com

DOES YOUR NONPROFIT ,
ORGANIZATION NEED
A NEWSLETTER?

Engaging, ad-supported
print and digital
newsletters to reach
your community.

OUR COM
B - NFWSLET

Scan to

contactus! pr ﬁ

Visit Ipicommunities.com
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. LANDMARK

847-450-7 | tmeyers581@gm#il.com
Parishioner Owned 6

Alltech HVAC

HEATING & COOLING COMPANY

866.482.2007 x1

AlltechHVAC@gmail.com ¢ www.Alltech-HVAC.com
1240 Rand Rd. Des Plaines, IL 60016

BILL SCHNEEBERGER

MergeP ‘ Fler

1NY

NORTH SHORE
COMMUNITY BANK
& TRUST C OMPANY®
A BRANCH OF WINTRUST BANK

Complete P/umbmg Services

Lic# 058-161480
847-724-2004

576 Lincoln Ave.| Winnetka, IL 60093
847-441-2265 | www.nscbbank.com

PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC

Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ RTUs

Interior/Exterior
Wall Papering
Light Carpentry

847-498-6237 Northbrook
www.billschneeberger.com

Air Conditioning ¢ Furnaces ¢ Air Purifiers
Thermostats ¢ Maintenance Agreements ¢ Boilers

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com

@

>
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Your Parish's Electrician for 20 Years

Brilliant

HOME SERVICES

847-588-2533 | www.callbrilliant.com

A 4C 01-2107

Divine Mercy, Winnetka, IL



