
Welcome to Divine Mercy Parish  
 

P alm S unday of the P assion of the L ord  
 

   Rev. Dan Folwaczny, Pastor                             March 29, 2026  

 

                        TODAY WE BEGIN THE SOLEMN OBSERVANCE OF HOLY WEEK  

THE C OMMEMORATION OF THE LORD ’S ENTRANCE INTO JERUSALEM  
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After Mass continue 
celebrating Palm Sunday 
by displaying your palm in 
your home to remember 
Jesus' sacrifice.  

Place it on a mantle, above 
a doorway, on or behind 
the frame of a holy picture 
or statue, so you can see it 
every day.  

Next year return your palm 
to the church so it can be 
burned to make ashes for 
Ash Wednesday. Blessed 
palms should not be put in 
normal trash. 

In ancient times, palm branches symbolized goodness 
and victory. They were often depicted on coins and 
important buildings. Solomon had palm branches 
carved into the walls and doors of the temple. Again at 
the end of the Bible, people from every nation raise 
palm branches to honor Jesus.  
 

Pussy willow branches are used on Palm Sunday in 
regions where palm trees don't grow, like parts of 
Europe, primarily because they are one of the first plants 
to bloom in the spring, symbolizing new life and thus 
acting as a suitable substitute for the palm branches 
used for Jesus' entry into Jerusalem, representing  the 
coming of the Messiah; this is especially prevalent in 
Polish and other Slavic cultures where the pussy willow 
holds significant symbolic meaning. 
 

Why a crown of thorns? 
Roman soldiers twisted the 
thorns into a crown to mock 
Jesus’s status as a King, adding a 
purple robe and scepter to 
complete the insult. The thorns 
were sharp and pressed into his 
head, causing severe pain and blood loss as part of the 
torture preceding his death.  
 

In Genesis 3:18, thorns came as a result of the curse 
following human sin. By wearing them, Jesus took on 
the suffering, pain, and curse that humanity deserved. 
Though used to mock him, the crown highlights Jesus as 
the "King of Glory" who rules through love and sacrifice 
rather than earthly power. Through this symbolism 
Jesus became a “curse” for us. Christ ransomed us from 
the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is 
written, “Cursed be everyone who hangs on a tree. 
(Galatians 3:13) 
 

The main relic of the Crown of Thorns is housed in the 
treasury of the Notre-Dame Cathedral in Paris, where it 
was returned in late 2024 following the 2019 fire. It is 
often displayed for veneration on the first Friday of the 
month and during Lent. The relic consists of a braided 
circle of rushes, with the actual thorns having been 
dispersed to various locations worldwide over centuries. 
Smaller fragments of thorns are venerated in numerous 
places, including the British Museum, Basilica of St. John 
Cantius in Chicago, and various churches in Italy. 

 O UR O FFERINGS IN SUPPORT   
OF THE MISSION OF THE C HURCH  
Or Click Here  to Make a Donation.  

The passion narratives are proclaimed in full so that all see 
vividly the love of Christ for each person. In light of this, the 
crimes during the Passion of Christ cannot be attributed, in 
either preaching or catechesis, indiscriminately to all Jews of 
that time, nor to Jews today. The Jewish people should not be 
referred to as though rejected or cursed, as if this view 
followed from Scripture. The Church ever keeps in mind that 
Jesus, his mother Mary, and the apostles all were Jewish. As 
the Church has always held, Christ freely suffered his passion 
and death because of the sins of all, that all might be saved. —
Bishops ’ Committee on Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs  

HOLY SATURDAY 
Christ was in the tomb; he lay in darkness in the womb of 
the whole world.  
 
Holy Saturday commemorates that day and has a character 
all its own. It is a quiet day of meditation, reflection, and 
anticipation, especially for the Elect preparing for baptism.  
 
If possible, the fast on Good Friday is continued until the 
Easter Vigil (Holy Saturday night) as the "paschal fast" to 
honor the suffering and death of the Lord Jesus and to 
prepare ourselves to share more fully and to celebrate more 
readily his Resurrection.  

https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/205/event/3318


2.     What ’s Happening at D IVINE M ERCY  
PASTOR’S COLUMN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There is a story about G.K. Chesterton giving a response 
to the question, “What’s wrong with the world?” in just 
two words: “I am.” The quote isn’t exactly authentic, but 
it’s close enough to the real thing. It also gets to an 
important truth: all of the brokenness, sin, and evil we 
see in the world does not have an external source. It 
comes first of all from within the human heart. We 
ourselves are wounded, broken, and imperfect. The evil 
in the world is not caused by monsters, but men. 
 
On Palm Sunday, we are confronted with this reality. 
The crowds who begin by welcoming Jesus into 
Jerusalem with shouts of “Hosanna!” are the same 
crowds who will condemn Jesus with shouts of “Crucify 
him!” 
 
I am in that crowd. I have both praised and condemned 
Jesus – if not in my words, then certainly in my actions. 
When I have listened lovingly to another, cared for them 
in a time of need, encouraged them, been generous with 
them, forgiven them – all those actions were like shouts 
of praise to my God and Savior. But, when I have spoken 
harshly, when I have hated, when I have turned my back 
on those in need – I have betrayed Him, abandoned Him, 
condemned Him. 
 
Put another way, the answer to the question “Who killed 
Jesus?” is not the Pharisees, the chief priests, the elders, 
the Romans. The answer is, “I did.” He died for me. For 
my sins. 
 
And yet, He never looks at me with condemnation. 
Never any hatred in His eyes, nor any anger in His voice. 
Only love. He knows me perfectly – better than I know 
myself. He knows all my flaws, my failings, and my sins. 
But He only ever looks at me with mercy and love. 
 
In my best moments, as His heart envelops me with that 
mercy and love, I remember that I can be more like Him. 
If I am what’s wrong with the world, then by His grace I 
can also choose to be what’s right with it. 
 
Lord, I am not worthy that you should enter under my 
roof, but only say the word and my soul shall be healed. 
 

- Fr. Dan 

Join Us at the Easter Vigil as we welcome Renee Luburic 
and Kate Kopkash into the Catholic Church. 

Click below to Watch the Chrism Mass on YouTube: Tuesday, March 31st at 2:30 p.m.: 
Chrism Mass for the Archdiocese of Chicago  (or search Chicago Chrism Mass)  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZiIbGCjTNsQ


What ’s Happening at D IVINE M ERCY         3. 
JOIN OUR ONLINE ROSARY GROUP 

FOR HOLY WEEK 
Our online rosary group, led by parishioner John 
Russell, meets every weekday morning at 7:30 
a.m. to say the rosary together. What a 
wonderful way to make Holy Week  more 
meaningful this year. Trust that the Lord and his 
mother Mary will accompany you on this 
journey. And it’s easy to join! Visit our website 
homepage at www.divinemercynorthshore.org, 
scroll down a bit and find the link to the Zoom 
group each weekday 
morning.  Or scan the QR 
Code and enter:  
Meeting ID: 227 994 9429 
Passcode: PrayMore        
 
ALL ARE WELCOME. 

FINANCES AT A GLANCE - The Week of March 15, 2026 

GLANCE  
Weekly Offertory -  March 15, 2026 
Cash (Loose and Envelopes)            $     727 
Checks (Loose and Envelopes)       $  2,757      
Online (Give Central, ACH)               $  5,385 

LOVE THE SMELL OF FLOWERS 
WHEN YOU ENTER THE CHURCH?   

You can help make that happen by making a 
donation to our Easter Flowers collection.  Use 
your envelope,click here or scan the QR code to 
access our GiveCentral webpage.  This is also a 
wonderful way to remember loved ones during 
the holiest days of the year in the Church. 

STATIONS OF THE CROSS  
THANK YOU 

Many thanks to all our ministry leaders who led 
us in the Stations of the Cross on Friday 
evenings at St. Philip the Apostle during the 
Lenten season, under the guidance of Liz 
Harvey, Liz McGowen and Ron Vanasdlen.  We 
are grateful for your service. 
 
We’ll hope you’ll join us for Mary’s Way of the 
Cross on  
Good Friday at 
6:30 p.m. at 
Sacred Heart 
Church.   
All are welcome. 

http://www.divinemercynorthshore.org
https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/205/event/16233


4.        T HIS  W EEK AT  D IVINE M ERCY  
THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE: 

LITURGICAL MINISTER ASSIGNMENTS 

March 30, Monday of Holy Week 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
8 a.m. Mass Presider: Fr. Bob 
 
 

March 31, Tuesday of Holy Week 
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
8 a.m. Mass Presider: Fr. Bob 
 
 

April 1, Wed. of Holy Week 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
8:30 a.m. Mass Presider: Fr. Dan 
 
 

April 2,  Thursday of Holy Week 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
9 a.m. Morning Prayer 
Presider: Fr. Dan 
 

ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
6:30 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
Presider: Fr. Dan 
Lectors: Kay Madden/Kathy Janega 
EM 1: Dcn Bob Puhala 
EM 2: Patty Sanfillipo 
EM 3: Liz Harvey 
 
 

April 3, Good Friday 
Divine Mercy Novena begins 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
9 a.m. Morning Prayer  
Presider: Fr. Dan 
 

ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
3 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy 
Presider: Fr. Dan 
Lectors: Liz Harvey/Chris Hartman 
EM 1: Dcn Gerry Keenan 
EM 2 Patty Sanfilippo 
EM 3: Minister Needed 
 

SACRED HEART CHURCH  
6 :30 p.m. Mary’s Way of the Cross 
Presider: Rick Schultz 
Lector: Nicki Howard 
 
 

April 4, Holy Saturday 
2nd Day of the Divine Mercy Novena 
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
9 a.m. Morning Prayer 
Presider: Dcn Bob Puhala 
 

ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
12:00 p.m., Noon Easter Food Blessing 
Presider: Fr. Dan 
 
 

8:00 p.m., Easter Vigil 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Dan 
Lectors: Barb Anderson/Kathy Janega/ 
Cathy Lehman 
EM: Dcn Gerry Keenan/Frieda Baker/ 
Roshni Flynn 
 
 

April 5,  Easter Sunday 
3rd Day of the Divine Mercy Novena 
 

8:00 a.m.  
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Dan 
Lector: Bob Snediker 
EM 1: Dcn Bob Puhala 
EM 2: Jeanne Doherty 
EM 3: Minister Needed 
 
 

10 a.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Dan 
Lector: Kay Madden 
EM 1: Kathy Handelman 
EM 2 Minister Needed 
EM 3: Minister Needed  
 
 

12 p.m. (Noon) 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Bob 
Lectors: Kelly Shoup 
EM 1: Mary Jo Bushell 
EM2: Minister Needed 
EM 3: Minister Needed 
 

HOLY WEEK PRAYERS 
During this Holy Week we especially 
remember our Elect and Candidate, 
who are preparing to receiving the 
Sacraments of Initiation—Baptism, 
Confirmation, and Eucharist and Full 
Communion with the Catholic Church 
at the Easter Vigil, 8 p.m., April 4. We 
also remember their godparents, 
sponsors, and our OCIA catechetical 
team in our prayers. 
 

The Divine Mercy Novena  
begins on Good Friday, April 3. 

 

Our Parish Feast Day, Divine Mercy 
Sunday, is celebrated April 12 at all 
Masses. Divine Mercy Devotions with 
Adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament, Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet begins at 2:00 p.m. at Sacred 
Heart Church. 

PARISH OFFICE 
Open Monday - Friday.9am to 4pm 
Office Address:  Divine Mercy Parish 
1077 Tower Rd. Winnetka, IL 60093 
 

PARISH OFFICE / STAFF 
Parish office or staff member, dial (847) 446-
0856; enter the extension number. 
 

Rev. Dan Folwaczny, Pastor, x. 138 
dfolwaczny@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Rev. Robert P. Heinz, Retired Resident 
rheinz@archchicago.org 
 

Rev. Ken Kiepura, Retired Resident 
 

Deacon Gerry Keenan, 773-251-6626 
gekeenan@archchicago.org,  
 

Deacon Bob Puhala, bpuhala@gmail.com 
 
Michelle Wasielewski,  
Director of Operations, x. 131 
mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 
Ron Vanasdlen,  
Director of Liturgy & Music, x. 107 
rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 
Position Open 
Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach 
and Special Events, x. 108 
@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 
Liz McGowen, (ALPHA Information),  
Director of Evangelization & Lifelong  
Formation, x. 108 
lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Miriam Chan,  
Director of Children’s Ministry, x. 102 
mchan@divinemercynorthshore.org  
 

Kelly Shoup,  
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry 
kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org x. 106 
 
Judy Pyke, Director of Communications 
jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org, x. 104 
 
Cindy Atsaves, Finance Office, x. 114 
cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org  
 
Megan Nolan, Administrative Assistant 
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org,  
x. 101 
 
Will Wasielewski, Administrative Assistant 
wwasielewski@archchicago.org 
 
Sacred Heart School,  
1095 Gage St, Winnetka, IL 60093  
(847) 446-0005 
Jodi Reuter, Principal,  
jreuter@shwschool.org 

Please, if you aren’t taking your  
bulletin home with you today,  

return your worship aid/bulletin to 
the doors of the church. Thanks. 

PRAY FOR PEACE 



• 9 a.m. Confessions—Sacred Heart 
• 9 a.m. Morning Prayer - St. Philip JPII 

Room 
• Noon Easter Food Blessing - St. Philip 

Church  
• 8 p.m. Easter Vigil in the Holy Night - 

Sacred Heart  
 

April 5, Sunday 
The Solemnity of the 

Resurrection of the Lord 
The beginning of the Great Fifty Days 
3rd Day of the Divine Mercy Novena 

• See Mass Schedule on pages 12 & 14. 
Please note: there is no 4:30 p.m. Mass 

 on Easter Sunday. 
 

 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SUNDAY, MAR 29 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) –  Bill Doll † 
10:00 a.m. (SH) - Allen E. Milos † 
4:30 p. m.  (SH) - Jenny Monaghan † 
 

MONDAY, MAR 30 (SH)  
8:00 a. m. –   Ann Mommsen† 
 

TUESDAY, MAR 31 (SPA) 
8:00 a.m. - Charisse Chuidian † 
 

WEDNESDAY, APR 1 (SH) 
8:30 a.m. (SH) –   Ann Furst †  
 

THURSDAY, APR 2 (SPA) 
6:30 p.m. –  Peace in the Middle East 
  

FRIDAY, APR 3 (SPA)  
 

SATURDAY, APR 4 ( SH) 
8:00 p.m. – The Conway & Stevens 
   Families 
 

SUNDAY, APR 5 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) – Parishioners of Divine 
   Mercy 
10:00 a.m. (SH) - Molly McNabola † 
NOON  (SH) -Dan Armstrong † 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Contact the parish office 847-446-0856 or 
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org 
Suggested Donation: $10 

T HIS  W EEK AT  D IVINE M ERCY            5. 
PARISH CALENDAR 

April is  devoted to The Blessed 
Sacrament and the Holy Spirit 

 

March 29 Sunday 
Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 
 

March 30, Monday 
Monday of Holy Week 

• 8 a.m. Mass  -Sacred Heart  
 

March 31, Tuesday 
Tuesday of  Holy Week 

• 8 a.m. Mass—St. Philip the Apostle 
• 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Tutoring at 

Tolton Academy 
• 9:30 a.m. Crafty Ladies - SPA JPII 

Room 
• 2:30 p.m. Chrism Mass at Holy 

Name Cathedral 
  

April 1, Wednesday 
Wednesday of Holy Week 

• 8:30 a.m. Mass – Sacred Heart 
• 1 p.m. Adoration — Sacred Heart 
• 3 p.m. Sacrament of Reconciliation  

- St. Philip 
 

April 2, Thursday 
Thursday of Holy Week 

• 9 a.m. Morning Prayer — Sacred 
Heart  

• 9 - 11:30 a.m. Ministers of Care 
Visits - Offsite 

 

At sundown Lent ends and the Sacred 
Paschal Triduum begins. 

 

Thursday of the Lord’s Supper 
(Holy Thursday) 

 

• 6:30 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
- St. Philip 

• 7:30 p.m. - 10 p.m. Adoration of the 
Reposed Sacrament, concluding 
with Night Prayer 

 

April 3, Friday 
Friday of the Passion of the Lord 

(Good Friday) 
Divine Mercy Novena begins 

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED 
• 9 a.m. Morning Prayer - Sacred 

Heart  
• 3 p.m. Celebration of the Lord’s 

Passion - St. Philip 
• 6:30 p.m. Mary’s Way of the Cross - 

Sacred Heart 
 

April 4, Saturday 
Holy Saturday 

2nd Day of the Divine Mercy Novena 
Please note: there is no 5:00 p.m. 

Mass on Holy Saturday. 
• 7:30-8:30 a.m. Men’s Inspirational 

Study Group - SH Fireplace Room 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK 
The following people suffer from illness or 

chronic conditions. They have asked for the 
prayers of our parish family. Please 

remember them to the Lord.  
Mark Agnew, Jeannie Ambrose,  
Michael Anderson, Eliza Avila,  

Reginald Bernardo, Donald Blair,  
Elaine Boback, Ronald Braun,  

Wendy Braun, Thomasa Cocom, Bob, 
Julie, James and Robert Conte, Jr.,  

John Coyne, Joe Cramblit,  
Marilyn Dichsen, Howard Duboe,  

Fr. Lou Faust,  Mary Beth Fellinger,  
Barbara Fifer, Lisa Marie Franke,  

Christine G., Patricio Gilchrist,  
Benjamin Grillo, Pureza Grucel,  

Jim Harrington, Roseanne Harrington, 
Mike Hayes, Barbara Hayward,  

Jack Hogan, Virginia Cleary Horsch,  
Sarah Hyde, John Janega,  
Elizabeth Mazur Johnson,  

Mary Ann Judy, Bob Keenan, Andy Klatt,  
Patti Kotscharjan, Gina Quirk Lazicki, 

Cathy Lehman, Charlie Leon,  
Margaret Lenhart, Les Lesniak,  

Baby Leo, Ginny Linting, Janet Lyman,  
Margot Martin, Sr. Peggy McDonnell, 

Judy Meade, James & Oliver Mendis, Joan 
Murphy,  Joelle Nicolau,  

Beth O’Brien, Cheryl Pierson,  
Brad Raguse, Sharon Ramsey,  

Judy Rasfeld, Mark Rood, Scott Rood, 
Theresa Ruiz, Josephine Sampson,  

Rachel Sanfilippo, Kathy Sarch,  
Terry Shin, Hunter Small, Noah Small, 

Baby Kali Thornton,  
Ruth Tressa, June Vegosen,  

Ann Wagner, Amanda Warford,  
Larry White, and those written in our 

parish book of prayer.  
 

If you or your loved one needs a Minister of Care or 
is seriously ill or near death, and in need of the 

Sacrament of the Sick / Last Rites, please contact 
the parish office at 847-446-0856. 

 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
May the souls of faithfully departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Sacred Heart Church:   
Saturdays 9 - 9:30 a.m.  

St. Philip the Apostle Church: 
Wednesdays  3:00 -4:30 p.m.  

 

ADORATION 
Sacred Heart Church:  

Wednesdays from 1:00 - 2:00p.m. 
 

ONLINE ROSARY via Zoom  
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m.  

Link on website homepage  

Please remember Divine Mercy 
Parish in your Giving this Easter, 
especially if you are travelling.  
Click here to make a donation for 
Easter.   
Thank you! 

https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/205/event/4265

