DIVINE MERCY PARISH

SACRED HEART CHURCH - ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH

JUNE 7, 2020 THE MOST HOLY TRINITY
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LET S SEND FATHER I\/IIKE
phe INTO RETIREMENT o
WITH A PARADE!
Join us on Saturday, June 20th
Yr at 1:00 pm
s |n the Hyde Park Day School (St. Philip the Apostle) =+
west parking lot w0
: 1980 Old Willow Road, Northfield N
g: Feel free to decorate your cars/bicycles/persons ::
7 When we once again can gather together there pAY

v will be a celebration for Father Solazzo. YA

<= BUT, before he moves away, let us at Divine Mercy and friends ¥
e show him our love and appreciation e
S for his life in the priesthood e
e and his time here with us. o
N Any questions please call Bobbie Weiss at 312 -590-0191 N
\/f\, I o g 7\x
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http://www.divinemercynorthshore.org
https://nyvaticanartpatrons.org/2020/04/25/raphael-and-his-world-virtual-lecture-series/
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=o-0BRmklpkqOCzBfwpVBLl0R1uFMqAJJrD8_QnaTRPxUMFUyNUhMSzlZVjVITUhEUVBFQk1WQ0VHUS4u
https://www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/online-grief-groups
https://www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/online-grief-groups
https://www.archchicago.org/coronavirus/online-grief-groups
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Statement on the Death of Mr. George Floyd
Rev. Matthew S. O’Donnell, Pastor
St. Columbanus Church & Augustus Tolton Catholic Academy

Racism continues to have a devastating effect on life in the United States of America. Events of
this past week has shown the anger, hurt, and frustrations of many across the country. We must
remember the life of Mr. George Floyd. Sadly and unjustly, Mr. Floyd joins the litany of names
of African American men and women who have lost their lives at the hands of those charged
with serving and protecting.

The life of Mr. Floyd was reduced to a dispute about a counterfeit $20 bill. In effect, the life of
Mr. Floyd, a Black man, was worth less than an alleged counterfeit bill. As a white police officer
forced his knee into the neck of Mr. Floyd for almost nine minutes, the world heard Mr. Floyd cry
out "l Can't Breathe.” Words we have heard before as others have experienced bodily violence
at the hands of unethical police officers.

We understand the death of Mr. Floyd has led to a national outcry for change, accountability,
and reform in policing. In Chicago, we witnessed peaceful protests where committed individuals
joined together to be advocates for justice. We heard loudly and clearly that Black Lives Matter!
Black lives do matter, and they matter to us at St. Columbanus Church and Augustus Tolton
Catholic Academy. As a church and school we are committed to speaking truth to power,
advocating for our neighbors in Park Manor, and fighting to ensure that Black lives and Black
bodies are treated as sacred.

Our city is hurting, and the Black community is voicing a deep pain. This pain is being expressed
not only from witnessing the murder of Mr. Floyd, but from generations of racial oppression.
America’s sinful legacy of enslavement, lynchings, Jim Crow segregation, violence, apathy, and
financial inequities have brought us to this moment. Racism is this nation’s original sin. It pains
me to see fires being set, stores looted, and neighborhoods vandalized. What pains me more,
though, is knowing that some value material objects over Black bodies and lives.

Jesus says, “The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. | came that they may have life,
and have it abundantly” (John 10:10). We are committed to sharing the abundance of life with
all those we minister to. We will continue to work tirelessly in the pursuit of justice and peace,
never giving up until “justice and peace will kiss each other” (Psalm 8s5:10). We will never stop
serving our neighbors, and we make the commitment today to be a faith community that fights,
advocates, and works for a more just society.

Let us pray for the repose of the soul of Mr. George Floyd, and for the consolation of his family.

St. Columbanus, pray for us.
Venerable Augustus Tolton, pray for us.
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http://www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/racism/upload/open-wide-our-hearts.pdf
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