
Welcome to Divine Mercy Parish  
The 15 th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Rev. Dan Folwaczny, Pastor               July 12, 2026  
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O UR O FFERINGS IN SUPPORT   
OF THE MISSION OF THE C HURCH  

Click here or scan the QR code to 
make a donation today.  

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE INSIGHTS  
Parables feature prominently in the Gospel readings of 
the next several Sundays. These short, concrete stories 
use images from daily life to help explain the deeper 
realities of the good news. This Sunday, Jesus compares 
God's Word to seeds-tiny things that grow into  
something greater than themselves. Under the right 
conditions, a small beginning yields a rich harvest.  
 
The first reading from Isaiah and the responsorial psalm 
both describe God's Word as holding intrinsic power. 
Isaiah talks about God's Word as if it were a living thing. It 
can move and act on its own: "My word shall not return to 
me void, but shall do my will, achieving the end for which 
I sent it."  
 
The psalm compares God's Word to Israel's wet season. 
With the yearly return of rain, scorched hills bloom, fields 
as hard as concrete soften to receive the plow, sluggish 
animals grow fat, and hungry people dream again of 
abundance. In the mind of the psalmist, every Word of 
God contains within it such transformative power. 
 
Jesus likely considered these images when he offered his 
parable. He perhaps recognized that his Israelite 
ancestors had been too optimistic. God's Word might 
have immediate and dramatic effect in many places, but 
in the human heart it can encounter resistance. Jesus saw 
the vast crowds and knew that many people had been 
transformed; many others, he knew, were not. In this 
parable, Jesus offers a reason. Individuals are free to 
receive God's Word, but they must first prepare the "soil" 
of their hearts. For those whose hearts are ready, a great 
harvest follows.  
 
For many Christians, this change has already begun. In 
the second reading, St. Paul calls this the "firstfruits of 
the Spirit." A heart ready for God's Word will quicken and 
flower like dry country after the rain. Such new life is but 
the beginning of eternal glory. 
 

The seed sown on rich soil is the one who 
hears the word and understands it. 

Your Stewardship Treasure returned to God for the 
support of our Parish ministries and His Church.   

Thank you for your generosity! 

WEDNESDAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION 
Many thanks to our Magi prayer group, 

who lead our Eucharistic Adoration 
prayer each Wednesday afternoon at 

Sacred Heart Church.  
 

They will take a much-deserved break in 
July and August. Adoration will resume 

in September. 
Thank you, Rita, Bonnie-Ann, and 

Claudia. 

YOUR ENVIRONMENTAL MINISTRY  
NEEDS YOUR HELP 
The Environmental Ministry is tending the Bill Doll garden behind 
St. Philip’s, raising vegetables for the Northfield food pantry. 
 

We are growing peppers, 
tomatoes, zucchini, 
cucumber, squash, 
cabbage, bok choy, 
watermelons, pumpkins 
and more. 
 

We need your help.  All are 
welcome.  Every Tuesday 
night at 5:30 p.m., we 
water, weed and harvest.  
Wear gloves, prepare to get 
dirty and have fun! 

https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/205/event/3318


What ’s Happening at Divine Mercy            2. 
PASTOR’S COLUMN 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Every year in the spring, my mom asks me 
when I’ll have time to go to Home Depot 
with her to get bags of soil for her vegetable 
garden. The tomatoes, zucchini, peppers, 
and everything else she grows don’t come 
up on their own. To get the best results out 
of her garden, she has to prepare the soil. 
 
When we come to Mass, we are here for an 
encounter with Jesus. We want to hear what 
He has to say to us. We want to know that 
He is close to us. We want to know that He 
cares for us. How well do we “prepare the 
soil” for this kind of encounter? All through 
the week, we must tend to the garden of our 
own hearts. Are we being watered with daily 
prayer and Scripture? When we see the 
weeds of sin, do we make time for 
confession? Do we open our hearts to the 
light and warmth of serving others? 
 
Before coming to Mass, make some time to 
pray with the readings. You can find them 
easily online at the U.S. Bishops’ website, 
usccb.org. Tilling the soil and being prepared 
to receive God’s grace will make an 
incredible impact in your life. 
 
Fr. Dan St. Kateri Tekakwitha was the first Native 

American to be canonized. Hearing about Christ 
from Jesuit missionaries, she chose to be a 
Christian at seventeen. Since Christians also 
brought disease and destruction to some 
indigenous villages, her choice was opposed by 
her family. She gave birth to the Gospel by being 
faithful to prayer and caring for children and the 

sick. She promised to continue her care when she reached heaven. She died at age 24. 
St. Kateri is a powerful model for young 
people because she lived a deeply holy, 
countercultural life. Pope St. John Paul II 
even named her an official patroness of 
World Youth Day, highlighting her as a 
universal guide for youth facing modern 
struggles like peer pressure, isolation, 
and identity crises.  
 
Mass is Tuesday, 8 a.m.,  
St. Philip Church. 

To prepare for next week’s celebration, you can review the upcoming 
readings online … https://bible.usccb.org 

 

Daily Mass readings are there too! 

A SIGN OF HOPE:  
THE NEXT GENERATION IS RETURNING TO MASS! 
 
If you have been praying for your children, grandchildren, or the youth of our 
community to return to the Church, take heart—your prayers are being answered. 
 
Across the country, a remarkable movement is underway. Recent studies show 
that church attendance among Generation Z (anyone born between 1997-2012, 14-
29 years old) has nearly doubled since 2020. Even more inspiring, Catholic parishes 
in major cities are seeing historic spikes in young adult baptisms and 
confirmations, with some regions reporting over a 100% increase in adult 
initiations. Chicago saw a 52% increase in adult initiations. 
 
Why are they coming back? In a digital world filled with noise, isolation, and 
constant change, young people are craving something real, ancient, and beautiful. 
They aren't looking for entertainment; they are looking for truth. They are being 
drawn directly to the beauty of the Sacraments, the peace of Eucharistic 
Adoration, and the true presence of Jesus. 
 
How can we help? 

• Welcome them: If you see an unfamiliar young face in the pews, offer a warm 
smile or a kind "hello" after Mass. 

• Keep praying: Never underestimate the power of a parent’s or grandparent's  
intercession. 

• Be witnesses: Share the joy of your own faith openly. 
 
The Holy Spirit is moving in the hearts of the next generation.  

Let us continue to open our doors and our hearts to welcome them home! 

The next World Youth Day (WYD) will 
take place in Seoul, South Korea,  

from August 3–8, 2027.  

https://bible.usccb.org/


3.         What ’s Happening at Divine Mercy  

JULY 12 - FINAL DAY FOR SCHOOL SUPPLY DONATIONS! 

CAN YOU HELP A JUST HARVEST THIS MONTH? 
Divine Mercy prepares the food for, and serves lunch at A Just Harvest in 
Rogers Park the third Sunday of each month, July 19th this month.   
 
Preparing the food ahead of time is a great family service project you can 
do at home.  Food drop off is Saturday, July 18th.   
 
If you can help serve or provide food for this important ministry, please click here or scan the QR code.  Thanks for considering this 
important ministry! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EA9AF29A5FE3-64485499-july#/


Pope Leo ’s Encyclical                 4. 



THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
LITURGICAL MINISTER 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 

July 18, 2026 
5:00 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz 
Sacristan: Joe Schuessler 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
CM: Minister Needed 
 

July 19, 2026 
8:00 a.m.  
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Dan Folwaczny 
Sacristan: D. McCarthy  
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
CM: Dcn. Bob Puhala 
 

10:00 a.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Ken Kiepura 
Sacristan: Minister Needed 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Kathy Janega 
CM: Dcn. Dee Hanlon 
 

4:30 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. John Kartje 
Sacristan: Marjorie Martinez 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
CM: Minister Needed 
 
WEEKDAY PRESIDER SCHEDULE 
July 13, 8 a.m. (SH) Fr. Dan 
July 14, 8 a.m. (SPA) Fr. Dan 
July 15, 8 a.m. (SH) Fr. Dan 
July 16, 8 a.m. (SH) Fr. Ken 
July 17, 8 a.m. (SPA) Fr. Bob 

PARISH OFFICE 
Open Monday - Friday.9am to 4pm 
Office Address:  Divine Mercy Parish 
1077 Tower Rd. Winnetka, IL 60093 
 

PARISH OFFICE / STAFF 
Parish office or staff member, dial (847) 446
-0856; enter the extension number. 
 

Rev. Dan Folwaczny, Pastor, x. 138 
dfolwaczny@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Rev. Robert P. Heinz, Retired Resident 
rheinz@archchicago.org 
 

Rev. Ken Kiepura, Retired Resident 
 

Deacon Bob Puhala, bpuhala@gmail.com 
 
Michelle Wasielewski,  
Director of Operations, x. 131 
mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 
Ron Vanasdlen,  
Director of Liturgy & Music, x. 107 
rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 
Brian Michalski 
Director of Pastoral Care & Outreach, x. 103 
bmichalski@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Liz McGowen, (ALPHA Information),  
Director of Evangelization & Lifelong  
Formation, x. 108 
lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Miriam Chan,  
Director of Children’s Ministry, x. 102 
mchan@divinemercynorthshore.org  
 

Kelly Shoup,  
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry 
kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org x. 106 
 
Judy Pyke, Director of Communications 
jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org, x. 104 
 
Cindy Atsaves, Finance Office, x. 114 
cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org  
 
Megan Nolan, Administrative Assistant 
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org,  
x. 101 
 
Will Wasielewski, Administrative Assistant 
wwasielewski@archchicago.org 
 
Sacred Heart School,  
1095 Gage St, Winnetka, IL 60093  
(847) 446-0005 
Jodi Reuter, Principal,  
jreuter@shwschool.org 

OUR LITURGY  

The Liturgy of the Eucharist begins with the 
preparation of the gifts and the altar. As the 
ministers prepare the altar, representatives 
of the people bring forward the bread and 
wine that will become the Body and Blood 
of Christ. The celebrant blesses and praises 
God for these gifts and places them on the 
altar, the place of the Eucharistic sacrifice. 
In addition to the bread and wine, monetary 
gifts for the support of the Church and the 
care of the poor are collected. The Prayer 
over the Offerings concludes this 
preparation and disposes all for the 
Eucharistic Prayer. The Eucharistic Prayer is 
the heart of the Liturgy of the Eucharist. In 
this prayer, the celebrant acts in the person 
of Christ as head of his body, the Church. He 
gathers not only the bread and the wine, 
but the substance of our lives and joins 
them to Christ's perfect sacrifice, offering 
them to the Father. 
 

The Eucharistic 
Prayers, there are 10 
of them available to 
the priest, make clear 
that these prayers are 
offered, not to Christ, 
but to the Father. It is 
worship offered to 
the Father by Christ 
as it was at the 
moment of his 
Passion, Death and 
Resurrection, but 

now it is offered through the priest acting in 
the person of Christ, and it is offered as well 
by all of the baptized, who are part of 
Christ's Body, the Church. This is the action 
of Christ's Body, the Church at Mass. The 
priest offers the Eucharistic Prayer in the 
first person plural, for example, "Therefore, 
O Lord, we humbly implore you…"  This 
"we" signifies that all the baptized present 
at the Eucharistic celebration make the 
sacrificial offering in union with Christ, and 
pray the Eucharistic Prayer in union with 
him. And what is most important, we do not 
offer Christ alone; we are called to offer 
ourselves, our lives, our individual efforts to 
grow more like Christ and our efforts as a 
community of believers to spread God's 
Word and to serve God's people, to the 
Father in union with Christ through the 
hands of the priest. Most wonderful of all, 
although our offering is in itself imperfect, 
joined with the offering of Christ it becomes 
perfect praise and thanksgiving to the 
Father. 

5.                This Week at Divine Mercy  

Divine Mercy Parish is pleased to  
announce the first banns  

of marriage between  
Tania Silva Vivas and Joseph Delbert 

 to be united in the  
Sacrament of Matrimony, August 1, 2026 

Let us remember them in our prayers. 



PARISH CALENDAR 
July is the month of the  

Most Precious Blood 
 

July 12, Sunday 
The 15thSunday in Ordinary Time 

• Hunger Hero Weekend 

• Hospitality after our 8 a.m. and  
10 a.m. Masses 

• 11:15 a.m. Baptism — Sacred Heart 
 

July 13, Monday 
Monday of the 15th Week  

in Ordinary Time 
Optional Memorial of St. Henry  

• 8 a.m. Mass -  Sacred Heart 

• 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Camp Sophia - JPII 
Room 

 

July 14, Tuesday 
Memorial of St. Kateri Tekakwitha 

• 8 a.m. Mass — St. Philip 

• 9:30-11 a.m. Crafty Ladies - JPII Room 

• Noon—4 p.m. Camp Sophia - JPII Room 
  

July 15, Wednesday 
Memorial of St. Bonaventure 

• 8 a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart 

• 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Camp Sophia - JPII Rm 
 

July 16, Thursday 
Thursday of the 15th Week  

in Ordinary Time 
Optional Memorial of  

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

• 8 a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart 

• Noon—4 p.m. Camp Sophia - JPII Room 
 

July 17, Friday 
Friday of the 15thWeek 

in Ordinary Time 

• 8 a.m. Mass — St. Philip 

• 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. Camp Sophia - JPII Rm 
 

July 18, Saturday  
Saturday of the 15thWeek 

in Ordinary Time 
Optional Memorial of St. Camillus de Lellis 

or the Blessed Virgin Mary 

• 9 a.m. Confessions — Sacred Heart 

• 9-11 a.m. A Just Harvest Food Drop-off - 
McNulty Hall Kitchen 

• 10 a.m. Baptism — Sacred Heart 
 

July 19, Sunday 
The 16thSunday in Ordinary Time 

• 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. A Just Harvest Lunch 
Service—Rogers Park 

• 11:15 a.m. Baptism — Sacred Heart 
 
 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK 
The following people suffer from illness or 

chronic conditions. They have asked for the 
prayers of our parish family. Please 

remember them to the Lord.  
Mark Agnew, Jeannie Ambrose,  
Michael Anderson, Eliza Avila,  

Reginald Bernardo, Donald Blair,  
Elaine Boback, Ronald Braun,  

Wendy Braun, Thomasa Cocom,  
Erica Cohen, Bob, Julie, James and Robert 

Conte, Jr., John Coyne, Joe Cramblit, 
Marilyn Dichsen, Howard Duboe,  

Fr. Lou Faust, Mary Beth Fellinger, 
Barbara Fifer, Lisa Marie Franke,  

Christine G., Patricio Gilchrist,  
Paula Mitchell Gion, Benjamin Grillo, 

Pureza Grucel, Jim Harrington,  
Roseanne Harrington, Mike Hayes, 

Barbara Hayward, Jack Hogan,  
Virginia Cleary Horsch, Sarah Hyde,  

John Janega, Elizabeth Mazur Johnson,  
Mary Ann Judy, Bob Keenan,  

Vince Keenan, Christine Kengott,  
Gina Quirk Lazicki, Cathy Lehman,  

Charlie Leon, Margaret Lenhart,  
Les Lesniak, Baby Leo, Ginny Linting, 

Janet Lyman, Margot Martin,  
Sr. Peggy McDonnell, Judy Meade,  
James & Oliver Mendis, Sue Moyer,  

Joan Murphy, Tommy Murphy,  
Veronica and Joseph Ngidjoi,  
Joelle Nicolau, Beth O’Brien,  

Owen Patrioski, Cheryl Pierson,  
Brad Raguse, Judy Rasfeld, Mark Rood, 

Scott Rood, Theresa Ruiz,  
Keith Sammons, Josephine Sampson, 

Rachel Sanfilippo, Kathy Sarch,  
Terry Shin, Hunter Small, Noah Small, 

Baby Kali Thornton, Ruth Tressa,  
June Vegosen, Ann Wagner,  

Amanda Warford, Paul Weiss,  
Larry White, and those written in our 

parish book of prayer.  
 

If you or your loved one needs a Minister of Care or is 
seriously ill or near death, and in need of the Sacrament 
of the Sick / Last Rites, please contact the parish office at 

847-446-0856. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
May the souls of faithfully departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace, 
especially Kathleen Philomena Clarke. 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Sacred Heart Church:   
Saturdays 9 - 9:30 a.m.  

St. Philip the Apostle Church: 
Wednesdays  3:00 -4:30 p.m.  

 

ADORATION 
Sacred Heart Church:  

Will resume in September 
 

ONLINE ROSARY via Zoom  
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m.  

Link on website homepage  

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SUNDAY, JULY 12 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) – Ruth Jennings † 
10:00 a.m. (SH) - James Spaulding 
4:30 p.m.  (SH)  Peter Posner 
 

MONDAY, JULY 13 (SH)  
8:00 a. m. –  Olive Bryson † 
 

TUESDAY, JULY 14 (SPA) 
8:00 a.m. – John Pyke (Birthday) 
 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15 (SH) 
8:00 a.m. – Enrique Lujan †  
 

THURSDAY, JULY 16 (SH) 
8:00 a.m. – Richard Wehman, Sr. † 
  

FRIDAY, JULY 17 (SPA)  
8:00 a.m. – Ignacy Folwaczny † 
 

SATURDAY, JULY 18 ( SH) 
5:00 p.m. – The Conway & Stevens 
   Families  
 

SUNDAY, JULY 19 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) –  John Morales 
10:00 a.m. (SH) - John Spaulding 
4:30 p.m.  (SH)  Margaret Posner 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Contact the parish office 847-446-0856 or 
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org 
Suggested Donation: $10 

This Week at Divine Mercy               6. 

Parents, thank you for the beautiful 
witness of bringing your families to 

church.  When children are brought to 
Mass, they are being brough to Jesus, to 
his perfect Sacrifice offered to God the 
Father for the salvation of the human 

race, through his Body, Blood, Soul, and 
Divinity.  They are brought to the 
fountain of grace flowing from his 

Paschal Mystery!  
 

Bring the children and  
keep bringing them. 


