
Divine Mercy is a Welcoming Community 

that Inspires Disciples of Jesus to Share 

God’s Love and Transform the World. 
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PASTOR’S “TO THE POINT” 

Easter Sunday.  We rejoice!  Jesus Christ 
is risen from the dead!  Alleluia! 

In fact, today our rejoicing is such that 
we sing multiple alleluias.  We can’t stop 
singing and saying alleluia. 

This joyful word comes to us from the 
Hebrew hal u-Ja, meaning “praise the 
Lord!”  You can find it in the Old 
Testament at the close of Psalm 150, in 
Tobit 13 and 3 Maccabees 7.  It made its 
way into Christian usage and our alleluia 
today harkens from the Greek 
translation of the New Testament. 

So, you see, the old prepares for the 
new.  God’s plan of salvation is a 
continuous thread of love and joy that 
begins in ancient times and comes to full 
flower in Jesus.  Alleluia indeed! 

May this day be a blessed celebration for 
you here in church at Mass and then with 
family and friends as you continue the 
celebration at home.  Take a moment as 
you sit down to an Easter brunch or 
dinner and praise God for his many 
blessings, most especially the blessings 
of the Paschal mystery, the suffering, 
dying and rising of Jesus.  Perhaps your 
family will, at the end of its ‘Prayer 
Before a Meal’, praise God using the 
ancient Easter formulary:  alleluia, 
alleluia, alleluia!  He is Risen. He is truly 
Risen! 

REFLECTION 
Easter is filled with energy in our parish as 
we celebrate the removal of the rock from 
the haunting tomb. Christ has resurrected 
and new life flows abundantly. That new 
life is seen in the explosion of sacramental 
celebrations following the Lenten fast. The 
Easter Vigil started off with a triple play of 
Baptism, Confirmation, and Eucharist. The 
sanctuary blossoms with life and 
fragrance.  
   The paschal candle has its proper place 
either by the ambo or by the altar and Is lit 
at least in all the more solemn liturgical 
celebrations of the season until Pentecost 
Sunday, whether at Mass, or at Morning 
and Evening Prayer. After Easter Time the 
candle is kept with honor in the baptistery, 
so that in the celebration of Baptism the 
candles of the baptized are lit from it. In 
the celebration of funerals the paschal 
candle is placed near the coffin to indicate 
that the death of a Christian is his or her 
own passover.  
   The celebration of Easter is prolonged 
throughout Easter Time for fifty days. 
Easter Sunday to Pentecost Sunday are 
celebrated as one feast day, the "great 
Sunday".  
   This sacred period of fifty days concludes 
with Pentecost Sunday, when the gift of 
the Holy Spirit to the Apostles, the 
beginnings of the Church, and the start of 
her mission to all tongues and peoples and 
nations are commemorated.  
   The whole Church rejoices at the 
forgiveness of sins, which is not only for 
those who are reborn in holy Baptism, but 
also for those who have long been 
numbered among God’s adopted 
children". By means of a more deeper 
spiritual effort, all who celebrate the 
Easter feasts will by the Lord's grace 
experience their effect in their daily lives.  

EASTER FOODS AND THEIR MEANING 
Candle(s)—Represents Christ as 
the Light of the World. These can be 
blessed and placed on your table 
during Easter Dinner. 

Easter Bread—A round or long 
loaf topped with a cross, symbolic of 
Jesus, who is the Bread of Life.  

Eggs (either colored eggs or 
decorated with symbols of Easter)—
Indicates new life and Christ's 
Resurrection from the tomb. Red egg 
symbolizes the Blood of Christ shed 
on the Cross. Its hard shell represents 
the sealed tomb and cracking it 
symbolizes the Resurrection. 

Horseradish—an element of the 
ancient Passover, this bitter herb 
mixed with vinegar is symbolic of 
the Passion of Christ and the sour 
wine given to Jesus on the Cross. 

Butter—Dairy products remind us of 
the goodness of Christ that we should 
have toward all things Butter is often 
shaped into a lamb or a cross to 
remind us that Christ is the true 
Paschal Lamb who takes away the sins 
of the world.  

Salt—A reminder that Christians 
who glory in the Risen Christ are called 
to be “Salt for the Earth” and “Light 
for the world.” (Pepper may also 
accompany salt as a condiment. Also 
symbolic of the Passion).  

Sausage—the round shape reminds 
us of unending life.  

Easter Meats (ham, lamb or veal)
—reminders of the abundant life God 
has called us to live.  

Smoked Bacon—With its great 
fattiness, it is a symbol of the 
overabundance of God’s mercy and 
generosity. 

Cheese—Symbolic of the 
moderation Christians should have at all 
times.  

Wine—A bottle of wine can be added 
to the contents of the basket 
in remembrance of the Blood given up 
by Jesus on the Cross.  

Sweets—Fruits, candy, poppy seed 
and nut rolls, pastry items; to name a 
few, symbolizes the promise of eternal 
life or good things to come.  

A blessed and joyous 
Easter to all!



ALL TEENS WELCOME TO JOIN 
Our April topic is the environment. We will begin with a brief 
look at Laudato Si, Pope Francis’ encyclical on the environment, 
and why it’s important to the Church.  We'll then have a 
discussion with Liz Kunkle of Go Green Winnetka about what we 
can do locally to help. We will put all we learn into practice in a 
few weeks by helping with the Winnetka Park District Beach 
Cleanup on Saturday May 4th.  Note:  We meet from 5:15-6:45 

p.m. in the Parish Center.  Join us!



Please keep Jack Perlmutter in your 
prayers during Easter Time.  Jack was 

initiated into the Catholic Church at our 
Easter Vigil Service on Saturday night.  

Welcome Jack! 

WOULD YOU LIKE TO VOLUNTEER AS A 
TUTOR? 
Divine Mercy Parish has two new community partners that 
provide after school tutoring. No experience is needed. 
 
Beacon Place - After school tutoring and activities for 
children in kindergarten through 6th grade, 603 S. McAlister 
Ave. in Waukegan. Hours are on weekdays from 3:30-5:30 
pm.  Click here to visit the website. 
 
C24/7 - After school tutoring that also feeds children dinner, 
at 1543 Howard St. in Chicago. Hours are on weekdays from 
3:30-6:00 pm. Click here to visit the website. 
 
Questions or want to see if you can carpool with others? 
Contact Liz McGowen, 
Lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org. 

VISITING A HOMEBOUND FRIEND OR RELATIVE? 
If you are visiting with one of our homebound parishioners,  we 
encourage you to take a copy of the bulletin or the Spring  issue 
of Connections on your next visit with them.    
 
We know how much our homebound parishioners appreciate 
such visits, and being filled in on all that happens at the parish.  
 
You'll find copies of the bulletin and Connections at entryways 
or the parish office. Thank you! 

https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbeacon-place.org%2Fget-involved%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjpyke%40divinemercynorthshore.org%7C8c8d418fbfe14ce6cd2d08dc420b3e7a%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638457863292444674%7CUnknown%
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fc247fam.org%2Fafter-school-programs%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjpyke%40divinemercynorthshore.org%7C8c8d418fbfe14ce6cd2d08dc420b3e7a%7C4601eda325694aa68e0b305fc295412e%7C0%7C0%7C638457863292454782%7CUnkn
mailto:Lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org


KNITTING HEARTS TOGETHER 
FOR GOOD:  AN INTERFAITH 
KNITTING GROUP 
We are excited to invite you to join a new 
interfaith knitting group called “Knitting 
Hearts Together for Good.”  Everyone is 
welcome to join us us regardless of knitting 
experience.  
 
The purpose is to bring together a diverse 
group of interfaith knitters to foster friendship 
and work together making hand-crafted items 
for those in need.  It will be a positive and 
welcoming space. Our first project will be 
knitting warm hats for local immigrants.  
 
Glencoe Union Church, Divine Mercy and 
North Shore United Methodist Church are 
committed to launching this group.  North 
Shore Congregation Israel is also interested.  
We have invited all Jewish and Christian 
congregations in the Glencoe Clergy 
Association to join us. 
 
The group will meet twice a month and we 
need your help in deciding the best day and 
time to schedule our meetings.  Laurie Jaffe 
(Lauriejaf@gmail.com)  from Glencoe 
Union Church is our organizer.  Please email 
her directly to indicate your interest and the 
days and times when you are available to 
meet.  We are thinking late afternoon 4– 
6pm during the week, but are open to other 
times if that works better for most. 
 
We will share more information as plans 
develop. 
 
Finally, if you have yarn or needles you’d like 
to donate to this venture, drop them off at 
the parish office.   
 
Thank you! 
 
 
 
 

Winner 2021/22 
International Peace 
Poster Contest 
Anja Rosen,  
13-year-old  
Slovenia student 

A JUST HARVEST LUNCH SERVICE FOR APRIL 21 
Our community partner A Just Harvest offers daily lunch service for the homeless in 
the Rogers Park community. Divine Mercy Parish is scheduled to serve lunch on the 
third Sunday of the month.  Our next date is Sunday, 4/21/24. 
We are looking for volunteers to prepare the casseroles for the day before, a volun-
teer to drive the food to A Just Harvest that Saturday and then volunteers (must be at 
least 12-years-of-age) to serve the meal on Sunday afternoon (from 11am—2:30pm).   
 
For more information or to sign-up, click here or scan the QR Code.   
This is a wonderful way to serve the hungry and/or homeless!   
 
A Just Harvest is located at 7649 N. Paulina Street in Chicago, IL 60626 (Rogers Park).  

 

mailto:Lauriejaf@gmail.com
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EA9AF29A5FE3-48691639-ajustharvest#/


JOIN US FOR UNCLE PETES ON 
 MONDAY APRIL 8 
All are welcome, little ones too, to join us in 
packing sack lunches for the hungry on 
Monday night, April 8th, from 7-8:00 p.m. in 
the Parish Center.  All supplies are provided.  
We ask that you register here or use the QR 
code below, only so that we can plan for the 
proper number of packing stations.  It’s a fun 
evening and the kids learn how important 
service is to our faith.  Join us! 

SOUTH SIDE SUNDAYS! 
Divine Mercy Parishioners travel to our Sharing Parishes to celebrate 
Mass on the third Sunday of each month. All are invited! 
 

Our next "South Side Sunday" will be Sunday, April 21st, when we 
will attend the 10:00 am Mass at St. Benedict the African. 
 

SIGN UP HERE if you’d like to join us and carpool, or visit the 
signup on the Outreach Partners page of our website.   

• Parishioners who would like to travel as a convoy are asked to 
indicate whether they can drive others or need a ride.  

• All who want to be part of the convoy will gather at the 
parking lot of St. Philip at 9 a.m. that morning. 

• Please know that it may be as late as 2 pm by the time our 
group returns to St. Philip since Masses can be a bit longer. 

 
Contact Liz McGowen with questions at , 
lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org.  If you would like to 
travel on your own and meet us there , that’s great too!   
Join us for the next South Side Sunday! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EA9AF29A5FE3-48504773-uncle#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EA9AF29A5FE3-47019385-south#/
mailto:lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org?subject=South%20Side%20Sunday


THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
LITURGICAL MINISTER 

ASSIGNMENTS 
April 6, 2024 
5:00 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Robert Ryan 
Sacristan: Joe Schuessler 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Rick Schultz 
EM: Patty Sanfilippo 

April 7, 2024 
8:00 a.m.  
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH 
Presider: Fr. John Kartje 
Sacristan: Rima Abraham  
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Kevin Ryan 
EM: Minister Needed 

10:00 a.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Steve Lanza 
Sacristan: Minister Needed 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Bill Hague 
CLOW:  Lindsay Kiraly 
EM: Minister Needed 

1:00 p.m. (Not a Mass) 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Robert Ryan 
Sacristan: Ron Vanasdlen 
Divine Mercy Devotions  with 
Exposition of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament 

4:30 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Steve Lanza 
Sacristan: Minister Needed 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Teen Council 
EM: Minister Needed 

WEEKDAY PRESIDER SCHEDULE 
April 1, 8 a.m. (SH)  Fr. Bob Heinz 
April 2, 8 a.m. (SPA)  Fr. Bob Heinz 
April 3, 8:30 a.m. (SH) Fr. Bob Heinz 
April 4, 8 a.m. (SH)  TBD 
April 5, 8 a.m. (SPA)  Fr. Bob Heinz 

Are you being called to ministry? There 
are wonderful opportunities to minister 
to the Divine Mercy Community as a 
weekend/weekday sacristan, lector, 
altar server, or communion minister. 
Staff Contact: Ron Vanasdlen,  
Director of Liturgy & Music, x. 107 
rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore. 
org 

PARISH OFFICE 
Open Monday - Friday.9am to 4pm 
Office Address:  Divine Mercy Parish 
1077 Tower Rd. Winnetka, IL 60093 

PARISH OFFICE / STAFF 
Parish office or staff member, dial (847) 
446-0856; enter the extension number.

Rev. Steven M. Lanza, Pastor 
slanza@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Rev. Robert P. Heinz, Retired Resident 
rheinz@archchicago.org 

Rev. Ken Kiepura, Retired Resident 

Deacon Gerry Keenan, 773-251-6626 
gekeenan@archchicago.org,  

Deacon Bob Puhala, bpuhala@usml.edu 

Michelle Wasielewski,  
Director of Operations, x. 131 
mwasielew-
ski@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Ron Vanasdlen,  
Director of Liturgy & Music, x. 107 
rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Liz McGowen,  
Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach 
and Special Events, x. 108 
lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Patty Sanfilippo, (ALPHA Information),  
Director of Evangelization & Lifelong For-
mation, x. 103 
psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Kathy Handelman,  
Director of Children’s Ministry, x. 102 
khandelman@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Kelly Shoup, 
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry 
kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org x. 
106 

Judy Pyke, Director of Communications 
jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org, x. 104 

Cindy Atsaves, Finance Office, x. 114 
cin-
dyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Megan Nolan, Administrative Assistant 
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org,  
x. 101

Sacred Heart School,  
1095 Gage St, Winnetka, IL 60093 
(847) 446-0005 
Jodi Reuter, Principal, 
jreuter@shwschool.org

To receive special graces that our Lord 
promised for Divine Mercy Sunday, the 
only condition is to receive Holy 
Communion worthily on Divine Mercy 
Sunday (or the 5 p.m. Saturday Vigil 
celebration) by making a 
good confession beforehand, at either 
worship site during the usual time, or on 
Divine Mercy Sunday at 1 p.m.  and 
staying in the state of grace and 
trusting in his Divine Mercy. Jesus says 
to Saint Faustina: “ Daughter, … every 
time you go to confession, immerse 
yourself in my mercy, with great trust, 
so that I may pour the bounty of my 
grace upon your soul. When you 
approach the confessional, know this, 
that I myself am waiting there for you. “ 

Any plenary indulgence granted by the 
Church, on the other hand, involves the 
fulfilment of a number of conditions, 
including prayer for the Holy Father's 
intentions, Confession and Holy 
Eucharist, and the carrying out of the 
special indulgenced work (in this case: 
participating in public devotions to the 
Divine Mercy on Divine Mercy Sunday 
itself). In the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed or reserved in the 
tabernacle, recite the Our Father and 
the Creed, adding a devout prayer to 
the merciful Lord Jesus (e.g. Merciful 
Jesus, I trust in you!”)  

Divine Mercy Devotions begin at 1 p.m. 
on April 7 at Sacred Heart Church at 
which the image of the Divine Mercy 
will be blessed, exposition with 
adoration of the Most Blessed 
Sacrament including the Divine Mercy 
Chaplet and St. Faustina’s litany. Jesus 
told Sr Faustina: Even if there were a 
sinner most hardened, if he were to 
recite this chaplet only once, he would 
receive grace from my infinite mercy. 
Devotions end with the Eucharistic 
Blessing and veneration of the relics of 
the True Cross and St. Faustina. 

mailto:rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.
mailto:rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.
https://www.thedivinemercy.org/celebrate/greatgrace/faqanswers10


PARISH CALENDAR 
March 31, Sunday 

Easter Sunday 
The Paschal Octave begins today. 

3rd Day of the Divine Mercy Novena 

• NO 4:30 p.m. Mass – Sacred Heart

April 1, Monday 
April is  devoted to 

The Blessed Sacrament  
and the Holy Spirit 

Solemnity of Monday within the  
Octave of Easter  

4th Day of the Divine Mercy Novena 

• 8 a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart

• Parish Office Closed Today

April 2, Tuesday 
Solemnity of Tuesday within the  

Octave of Easter  
5th Day of the Divine Mercy Novena 

• 8 a.m. Mass — St. Philip 

• 8:30 a.m. Rosary — St. Philip 

• 9:00 a.m. Crafty Ladies - JPII Room

April 3, Wednesday 
Solemnity of Wednesday within the 

Octave of Easter  
6th Day of the Divine Mercy Novena 

• 8:30 a.m. Mass  – Sacred Heart

• NO ADORATION TODAY

• 3 - 4:30 p.m. Confessions - St. Philip

• 6:30 p.m. Bible Study with Fr. Kartje -
Parish Center

April 4, Thursday 
Solemnity of Thursday within the  

Octave of Easter  
7th Day of the Divine Mercy Novena 

• 8 a.m. Mass – Sacred Heart

• 5:30 p.m. Faith and the Family 
Discussion Group - SH Fireplace Rm

April 5, Friday 
Solemnity of Friday within the Octave 

of Easter  / First Friday 
8th Day of the Divine Mercy Novena 

• 8 a.m. Mass – St. Philip

• 8:30 a.m. Adoration & Rosary - St. 
Philip

April 6 Saturday 
Solemnity of Saturday within the 
Octave of Easter / First Saturday 

9th and Last Day of the  
Divine Mercy Novena 

• 7:30 a.m. Men’s Inspirational Study 
Group - SH Fireplace Rm

• 9 a.m. Confessions - Sacred Heart

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK 
The following people suffer from illness or chronic 

conditions. They have asked for the prayers of our parish 
family. Please remember them to the Lord.  

Mark Agnew, Jeannie Ambrose,  
Michael Anderson, Loretto Berghoff, 

Paul Berghoff, Donald Blair,  
Elaine Boback, Ronald Braun,  

Wendy Braun, Bob, Julie, James and 
Robert Conte, Jr., John Coyne,  

James Farney, Mary Beth Fellinger,  
Lisa Marie Franke, Ermin Garcia, Jr., 

Patricio Gilchrist, Benjamin Grillo,  
Mike Hayes, Barbara Hayward,  

Jack Hogan, Jim Horrell, Sarah Hyde,  
John Janega, Ryan Kelly, Andy Klatt,  

Patti Kotscharjan, Diana Lambert,  
Gina Quirk Lazicki, Margaret Lenhart, 

Ginny Linting, Susan Lodge,   
Janet Lyman, Jamey Machens,  
John Madden, Ben Mazzone,  

Sr. Peggy McDonnell, Mike McNulty, 
Heather Mroz, Beth O’Brien,  

Joan O’Donnell, Mike Pearson,  
Cheryl Pierson, Brad Raguse,  

Judy Rasfeld, Scott Rood, Kathy Sarch, 
Terry Shin, Catherine Sullivan,  

Kay Thomas, Ruth Tressa,  
Violet Vanselow, Amanda Warford,  

Larry White, and those written in our 
parish book of prayer.  

If you or your loved one needs a Minister of Care, is 
seriously ill or near death, and in need of the Sacrament of 
the Sick / Last Rites, please contact the parish office at 847

-446-0856. 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
May the souls of faithfully departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace, 
especially Maureen Claps. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Sacred Heart Church:   
Saturdays 9 - 9:30 a.m.  
St. Philip the Apostle Church: 
Wednesdays  3:00  – 4:30 p.m.  
with Rev. Gerald Cole. 

ADORATION 
Sacred Heart Church:   
Wednesdays 2 - 3:00 p.m. 
St. Philip the Apostle Church: 
Fridays from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 

ONLINE ROSARY via Zoom 
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. 
Link on website homepage 

April 7, Sunday 
Second Sunday of Easter 
Sunday of Divine Mercy  

Parish Feast Day 

• Hospitality after the 8am and 10am 
Masses for Divine Mercy Sunday

• 11:15  a.m. Baptism  - Sacred Heart

• Noon Baptism - Sacred Heart

• 1 p.m. Divine Mercy Devotions - Sacred 
Heart Church with Exposition of the 
Most Blessed Sacrament & Confession

• 4:30 - 6:45 p.m. Teen Council Meeting 
following the 4:30 p.m. Mass - Parish 
Center

MASS INTENTIONS 

SUNDAY, MARCH 31 
9:00 a.m.  (SPA) –  Jack Perlmutter, 
Maureen † and Mary Claps 
9:00 a.m.  (SH) - Jack Perlmutter and 
Parishioners of Divine Mercy 
10:30 a.m.  (SH)  - Jack Perlmutter, Marcia 
Bushell-Slater† and Alice Mantoan 

MONDAY, APRIL 1  (SH)  
8:00 a.m. –  Marijo Erzinger 

TUESDAY, APRIL 2  (SPA)  
8:00 a.m. –  Pat Doherty † 

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 3  (SH) 
8:30 a.m. –  Frank Ehmann † 

THURSDAY, APRIL 4 (SPA) 
8:00 a.m. –   Leonard Lehman † 

FRIDAY, APRIL 5  (SPA) 
8:00 a.m. – Viola Dietz † 

SATURDAY, APRIL 6 ( SH) 
5:00 p.m. – Jim O’Toole † 

SUNDAY, APRIL 7 
8:00 a.m.  (SPA) – Janice Berghoff † and 
Tom Reedy † 
10:00 a.m.   (SH) – Diane McIntosh †  
4:30 p.m.  (SH)  – Deedee Hester † and 
Parishioners of Divine Mercy 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Contact the parish office 847-446-0856 or 

megan@divinemercynorthshore.org 




