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We are a Welcoming Community that Inspires Disciples of Jesus to 

Share Godõs Love and Transform the World. 
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Retired Resident - Rev. Robert P. Heinz,  

rheinz@archchicago.org  
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Director of Evangelization & Life long Formation - Patty 

Sanfilippo, psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org  

Director of Liturgy and Music -   

Ron Vanasdlen, rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org  

Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach and Special Events -  

Liz McGowen, lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org  

 

Director of Operations -  

Michelle Wasielewski, 

mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org  

Director of Childrenõs Ministry -  

Miriam Chan, mchan@divinermercynorthshore.org  

Assistant Director of Childrenõs Ministry -  

Kelly Shoup, kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org  

School Principal - Jodi Reuter, jreuter@shwschool.org  

Director of Communications - Judy Pyke,  

jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org  

Finance Office - Cindy Atsaves,  

cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org  

Administrative Assistants - Megan Nolan,  

megan@divinemercynorthshore.org  

Will Wasielewski, wwasielewski@archchicago.org  
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%ÁÓÔÅÒ ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÅÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÎÅ×ÓȢ  *ÅÓÕÓ ÒÉÓÅÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
ÄÅÁÄȦ  )Î ÈÉÓ ÒÅÓÕÒÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ×Å ÁÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÌÉÆÔÅÄ ÕÐ ÔÏ 
ÎÅ×ÎÅÓÓ ÏÆ ÌÉÆÅȢ 
 
4ÈÅ ÇÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ ÈÅÁÖÅÎ ÏÐÅÎ ÔÏ ÕÓȢ  %ÔÅÒÎÉÔÙ ÂÅÃËÏÎÓȢ  
4ÈÉÓ ÖÁÎÔÁÇÅ ÐÏÉÎÔ ÓÅÔÓ ÕÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÒÓÅ ÏÆ ÔÒÕÅ ÌÉÆÅ 
ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ×ÏÒÌÄȢ  7Å ÁÒÅ ÇÉÆÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÔÈÁÔ 
ÁÉÍÓ ÕÓ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÄÉÖÉÎÅ ÌÏÖÅȟ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÇÏÏÄÎÅÓÓȟ 
ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÒÕÔÈ-ÔÅÌÌÉÎÇȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ËÉÎÄÎÅÓÓ ÁÎÄ 
ÍÅÒÃÙ ÔÏ ÁÌÌ ×Å ÅÎÃÏÕÎÔÅÒȢ 
 
(Ï× ÃÁÎ ×Å ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÇÒÁÔÅÆÕÌ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÌÉÆÅ #ÈÒÉÓÔ 
ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓȩ  (Ï× ÃÁÎ ×Å ÓÔÏÐ ÆÒÏÍ ÓÉÎÇÉÎÇ ȰÁÌÌÅÌÕÉÁȩȱ   
 
-ÁÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓÓÕÅ ÏÆ #ÏÎÎÅÃÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÄÄ ÔÏ ÙÏÕÒ %ÁÓÔÅÒ ÊÏÙȢ  
-ÁÙ 'ÏÄȭÓ ÌÉÇÈÔ ÓÈÉÎÅ ÕÐÏÎ ÙÏÕȢ  -ÁÙ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÏÆ 
ÃÅÌÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÌÉÆÔ ÙÏÕ ÕÐȢ 

Making Disciples & Transforming Lives  

Learn more about our Parish at  

www.divinemercynorthshore.org  



JOURNEY TO THE CATHOLIC FAITH 

Insights from Our Newly Initiated Catholics:  

Will Clancy, Ethan Sharobeem &  

Giovanni Dassa  
Three young men were initiated into the Catholic 

Church at the Easter Vigil as they received the 

Sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and 

Eucharist. They have been preparing for this 

special day for months, even longer as they 

encountered the Holy Spirit and pondered the 

possibility of faith in Jesus.  

 

Here in their own words is what this journey has 

been like for these young men and what theyõre 

looking forward to as Catholics.  (Due to 

publishing deadlines, this went to print before 

Easter and their actual initiation.)  We thank them 

for their candid thoughts and words.  We also 

congratulate them on becoming part of the Body 

of Christ and the people of God.  

 

Will Clancy : 

I am currently a senior at New Trier High School. I 

live at home with my father, Pete, my mother, 

Megan, my younger brother Tommy, and our 

dog, Beauregard. Being a senior in high school, I 

plan to go to college next year to study finance, 

international business, and French at either the 

University of South Carolina or Virginia Tech. Before 

starting this journey I had never been baptized, but I 

was a believer in Christ.  

 

Iõve always been curious about Christianity, so I 

started my journey on the internet. As I was 

researching, Catholicism seemed the most interesting 

and the denomination that stuck out to me. When my 

father was younger he was raised as a Catholic and 

went to a Jesuit preparatory school. Once I realized I 

was interested in Catholicism, I asked my father for a 

Bible, and from that point on my faith and curiosity 

grew more and more.  

It also led us to call 

Sacred Heart at Divine 

Mercy to learn more. 

We were then lead to 

Alpha where we met 

Patty Sanfilippo (the 

Director of 

Evangelization), and 

after that wonderful 

experience, I decided 

that I was ready to start 

the Christian Initiation 

of Adults process and 

become a Catholic.  

 

The community here at 

Divine Mercy has been 

the most surprising part 

of my journey of faith. 

The community at this 

parish helped me in 

ways unimaginable. 

Every time I enter the 

church I am greeted 

with smiles and nods of support.  

 

I have gotten to know Jesus through much of my 

high school life.  Over the past few years I have 

struggled from a number of injuries, as well as a 

family struggle where I felt lost and alone. During this 

time is when I truly felt Jesus in my life.  With Jesus, I 

felt less alone, and more and more understood with 

what I was going through.  

 

&ÒȢ 3ÔÅÖÅ ÂÌÅÓÓÉÎÇ 7ÉÌÌ #ÌÁÎÃÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ 
2ÉÔÅ ÏÆ %ÎÔÒÁÎÃÅ ÉÎ $ÅÃÅÍÂÅÒȢ 



Parishioners You Should Know  
I have learned so much about what it 

means to try to live like Christ on this 

journey. I will be honest that it is not always 

easy to do, but I have learned to 

understand the importance of helping 

others and being there for them because 

Christ was there for me when I felt alone.  

 

I am most looking forward to receiving the 

Eucharist. After this Easter Vigil I plan on 

joining a parish at whatever college I 

attend and to be apart of a Catholic 

community at that school.  

 

Ethan Sharobeem  

I am 21 years old, born on April 6th, 2004 in 

New Jersey. I have one sister, Eden 

Sharobeem, and my parents are Summer 

and Paul Sharobeem. I was raised 

Evangelical as a kid, however I have 

never been baptized. I moved around a lot as a kid, 

including living overseas for a while in Saudi Arabia. I 

was always "the new kid" growing up in school, so I 

always had an interest in meeting others around me.  

 

Throughout most of my life, I was never interested in 

church. I would always attend church with my 

parents, but I never paid any attention to it. Around 

a year ago, I felt life to be very unfulfilling and dull. I 

felt like I had no purpose in my life, and everything I 

did never really made me happy. I wanted to find 

something bigger than myself, and it ended up 

calling to me, instead of me calling to it.  

 

One day I ended up attending 

Mass at Sacred Heart for the first 

time. It was a surreal feeling for 

me. Everything in the church is 

beautiful, and the mood is very 

positive and at the same time, 

sacred. I wanted to know more 

about the Catholic faith, so I 

signed up for the Alpha classes. I 

loved being able to talk about 

the Bible and Jesus with others 

who also were close to the same 

page with me in their faith. After 

a multitude of weeks, I kept 

attending mass, and eventually I 

became a catechumen (in the 

Order of Christian Initiation of 

Adults - OCIA).  

 

As I think about whatõs been 

most surprising or supportive in 

this journey, I immediately think 

about the supportive people around me 

in the community. I love being able to 

meet other people, and seeing them 

congratulate me on my faith feels very 

special.  

 

In our sessions, we talk about getting to 

know Jesus ð beyond getting to know 

about who Jesus was and is.  To put it in 

simple terms, I don't feel alone anymore. 

Every day I think about how God is 

watching over me, protecting me, and 

knowing that he has a plan built for me. I 

also wish to spread God's love with  

others. Everyone deserves to feel the 

way I feel when I think about Jesus, or go 

to church, or even say a prayer.  

 

We talk a lot about being òlike Jesusó ð 

generous, kind, thoughtful, prayerful, a  

friend to the less fortunate.   

 

I have been actively looking for others around me who 

look like they need help. Even if it's just a stranger, I 

always want to hold the door for them - so to speak. 

My sister and I have a 5 year age gap. Bonding with 

her growing up was a little different compared to 

some other siblings who are closer in age. She has 

been working hard at school and sometimes I notice 

that it stresses her out a lot. As she's matured more, I 

have been able to communicate with her in more 

serious conversations. Ever since I started my faith 

journey, I feel the need to check up on her more 

often, and ask how she's doing. 

Even if it's a simple and short 

conversation, I still cherish every 

moment of it.  

 

I am very excited to be part of a 

loving community, and dedicate 

my life to Jesus Christ. I hope that it 

helps me throughout the rest of my 

long life to come.  

 

Giovanni Dassa  

I was born in the Northwest suburbs 

of Chicago and grew up Humanist.  

The need to find truth was the 

motivation to start this journey. This 

has always been an important 

motivation in my life. Throughout the 

journey I have felt the pull towards 

the Church and there is a point  

when it was not possible to ignore it 

anymore.   

 

&ÒȢ "ÏÂ ÁÎÏÉÎÔÉÎÇ 'ÉÏÖÁÎÎÉ 
Ǫ %ÔÈÁÎ ÄÕÒÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ 

0ÒÅÓÅÎÔÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ #ÒÅÅÄ 
ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ /ÕÒ &ÁÔÈÅÒȢ 

'ÉÏÖÁÎÎÉ ÓÉÇÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÂÏÏË ÏÆ ÔÈÅ %ÌÅÃÔ ÁÔ 
ÔÈÅ 2ÉÔÅ ÏÆ 3ÅÎÄÉÎÇȢ 



Engaging Hearts in Childrenõs Ministry 

Parishioners You Should Know  

when they prayed.  The most memorable thing was 

the various discussions I had with people about their 

faith. Everyone has a different perspective and I 

have learned a lot from them.  

 

I would like to think that I have become more 

patient, kind and loving with 

others around me. What I can 

say is what started as an 

intellectual journey by necessity 

became something broader. 

That I have to understand that I 

need to prioritize these moral 

virtues over intellectual ones.  

 

As we approach the Easter Vigil 

and my baptism, I find myself  

looking forward to being part of 

the body of Christ and to have a 

long -standing desire fulfilled. 

After the Easter Vigil, I can only 

hope that I continue growing 

closer in my relationship with  

God and that I continue to grow spiritually.  

My start can be traced back to when I was in college. 

I got interested in philosophy. It shook the foundation 

of what I believed to be true. It required a 

reexamination of what I believed and the need to find 

a way to ground everything. The Church was not my 

first step but through the different ways I tried to 

understand the world, the journey 

always ended up at the Church. 

The final decision to convert was 

when I was in a book club and the 

host of it had a statue of a skull on 

her shelf. I was curious about it 

since I knew that it was a motif for 

memento mori (Latin for an 

expression of the inevitability of 

death). After a brief discussion it 

became obvious that converting 

was the right choice.  

 

The experience of prayer has been 

the most surprising for me.  Not 

growing up religious, I never prayed 

and so I had no way to understand 

prayer. Initially it was an odd experience, and I felt 

nothing and felt performative. With time I started to 

understand what people meant when they described 

4ÈÅ 2ÉÔÅ ÏÆ %ÌÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÔ (ÏÌÙ .ÁÍÅ #ÁÔÈÅÄÒÁÌ 
ɉ, ÔÏ 2Ɋȡ %ÔÈÁÎ 3ÈÁÒÏÂÅÅÍȟ 'ÉÏÖÁÎÎÉ $ÁÓÓÁȟ 
&ÒȢ 3ÔÅÖÅȟ 7ÉÌÌ #ÌÁÎÃÙȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÃÁÔÅÃÈÉÓÔȟ 
0ÁÔÔÙ 3ÁÎǢÌÉÐÐÏȢ 



Connected Through the Fabric of Faith  

On the wall of the St. John Paul II Room at St. Philip the Apostle Church, 

youõll find one of our parishõs 

treasures: the St. Philip the 

Apostle quilt.  

 

Mary Lou Smith came up with 

the idea for the project, and it 

was created in 1987 to help 

celebrate the parishõs 40th 

anniversary.  

 

Jody Smith, who was one of the 

team members, said that each 

person made about two 

squares. Jane Smith Senkpiel 

embroidered the priestsõ names 

and the dates of their tenure at 

the parish, and Jody recently 

added a few names and details 

to bring the quilt up to date.  

 

The quilted squares are not only 

beautiful works of art, but they 

preserve many facts about the 

parish. Just by looking at the 

squares, many questions can be 

answered about the parish ð for 

example, the parish opened in 

1947 and the parish school 

opened in 1953 under the 

direction of the Dominican 

Sisters. 

 

Each of the blocks replicates a cover from a 

parish directory. There is even an intricate 

piece with a Rubikõs cube with facts on each 

surface, including the names of ministries and 

groups that made up parish life.  

 

Members of the Crafty Ladies, a womenõs 

fellowship group that meets on Tuesday 

mornings from 9:30 -11:00 am, helped 

fill in some of the details about the 

history of the quilt, including where it 

has hung in the past.  

 

Jeanne Doll remembers it originally 

hung in the school library above the 

computer stations. When the parish 

school closed, it hung in the 

convent. When the parish merged 

with Sacred Heart Parish to form 

Divine Mercy Parish, it was taken 

down for safe keeping. Jody Smith 

recently had it cleaned, added 

priests and details that needed 

updating, and then she and her 

husband hung it in a place of honor 

in the St. John Paul II Room for all to 

enjoy.  

 

The names of those who created 

the quilt are embroidered on the 

back. The team that created the 

quilt was Judy Binnebose (now Judy 

Meade), Mary Enenboch, Inces 

Gannella, Ann Hamilton, Marty Kohl, 

Saga Minogue, Barb Smith, Jane 

Smith Senkpiel, Jody Smith, Mary Lou 

Smith, and Mary Gee Volkert.  

Next time you visit St. Philipõs, be sure 

to stop in and see this beautiful 

piece of history!  


