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Children can hardly contain their excitement while adults panic about all 
they still need to do. But for now, let us consider Mary and Joseph, just days 
before she would give birth, struggling to make their way up an unfamiliar 
and dangerous road, hoping to make it to a warm, comfortable place to stay 
in the city of David. As we well know, nice warm places were no longer 
available, but it all worked out, even if not exactly as they had hoped. May 
we keep that in mind during these final days of preparing our hearts and 
our homes for Jesus’ birth.

Home Advent Wreath Prayer
Fourth Week of Advent
*light all four candles
Scripture Reflection: "And the angel said to them, “Be not 
afraid; for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy 
which will come to all the people; for to you is born this 
day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." 
Luke 2:10-11*pause for reflection
Advent Wreath Prayer: Dear Jesus, may the light of your 
love always shine in our hearts. As Christmas draws 
closer, we marvel at your great love for us. Let your love 
transform every aspect of our lives and touch everyone 
we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus. Amen.

OUR OFFERINGS IN SUPPORT OF 
THE MISSION OF THE CHURCH

Use this QR code to use GiveCentral 
as you make your offering today.

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE

FIRST READING                  Micah 5:1-4a                             
From Bethlehem shall come 

the ruler of Israel.                        

RESPONSORIAL PSALM    
Psalm 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6

Lord, make us turn to you, let us see 
your face and we shall be saved.

SECOND READING                               
Hebrews 10:5-10
Behold, I come to do your will.                

GOSPEL PROCLAMATION                        
Luke 1:39-45                 

Mary visits her cousin Elizabeth.          

2025 Jubilee Year
The Jubilee has always been an event of the people. In fact, 
the first Holy Year of 1300 was born at the request of the 
People of God. In a climate of change of century, the faithful 
of Rome asked Pope Boniface VIII for “a pardon of sins 
which would be not only more abundant, but complete” as 
we read in the Bull of Indication. Among the ancient 
Hebrews, the Jubilee (called the year of the yobel יובל ”of 
the goat” because the holiday was announced by the sound 
of a goat’s horn) was a year proclaimed holy. At that time, 
the Mosaic law prescribed that the land, of which God was 
the sole master, would return to its former owner and that 
salves would receive back their freedom. It usually would fall 
every 50 years. In the Christian era, after the first 
Jubilee, the recurrence for the jubilee celebration was set by 
Boniface VIII to be every 100 years. In 1342, following a 
petition from the Romans to Pope Clement VI, the period 
was reduced to 50 years. Subsequently, Pope Paul II, in the 
mid-15th century, reduced the inter-jubilee period to 25 
years.



PASTOR’S “TO THE POINT” 

With this Fourth Sunday of Advent we are 
in the home stretch, so to speak.  
Christmas is right around the corner.  Two 
days from now we will be at Christmas 
Eve. 

I hope that you will be able to gather with 
family and friends.  I hope this holy time of 
the year contains all things bright and 
beautiful, a graced and relaxed time that 
you will not have to rush through and can 
savor all the sights, sounds and goodly 
emotions as we celebrate the birth of the 
Savior. 

He was born in time, long ago.  He is also 
born, once again, in hearts open to him in 
discipleship.   

Elsewhere in the bulletin and on special 
signage you can find the times for the 
Christmas liturgies.  All are welcome to 
these festive celebrations. 

And remember, Christmas is not a day; it’s 
a season.  It doesn’t end until we observe 
the Baptism of the Lord, on January 12.   

Mark your calendars.  Plan ahead.  Let’s 
get together as a family in faith 
throughout the Christmas season! 

HELP MAKE OUR CHURCHES BEAUTIFUL FOR CHRISTMAS 
Your Christmas Flower donations will assist us in enhancing our worship with beautiful 
poinsettias at all our Masses during Christmas Time at both St. Philip and Sacred 
Heart. You may use your envelope to make your donation or the gift central link 
www.givecentral.org/location/205/event/14560. 

You can also scan the QR code to make a donation.  Thank you for your generosity! 

Our Christmas Schedule 

December 24 

 3 p.m. - Sacred Heart Presider: Fr. Steve Lanza 

(Live-streamed) 

 4:30 p.m. - St. Philip Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz

 6 p.m. - Sacred Heart Presider: Fr. Ken Kiepura 

10 p.m. - Sacred Heart Presider: Fr. Steve Lanza 

December 25 
 9 a.m. - St. Philip Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz 

(Live-streamed) 

10:30 a.m. - Sacred Heart Presider: Fr. Steve Lanza 

AWAY AT CHRISTMAS? 
If you happen to be travelling for Christmas or celebrating with family and friends at 

another parish, consider making your Christmas contribution to the parish now.   
It’s these contributions that enable us to bring you the ministries, organizations and 

events that help our parish thrive and serve you as well as others.  Just click here or scan 
the QR code to make your contribution today! 

Thank you for your generosity! 

http://www.givecentral.org/location/205/event/14560
https://www.givecentral.org/customizable-online-giving/205/event/4167


CHRISTMAS MASS KITS 
Our parishioners who are visited by a 
Minister of Care automatically will receive a 
Mass Kit.  If you’d like a Mass Kit for a loved
-one who is homebound, contact Liz
McGowen, our Director of Outreach and
Pastoral Care, at
lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org or
call 847-446-0856 x108. 

PLEASE NOTE: OUR PARISH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 

DECEMBER 24 THROUGH JANUARY 6 
In the case of an emergency, or if you need a priest, please call 

our office number, 847-446-0856 and follow the prompts.   

You will receive a response in short order. 

Thank you for your understanding as our staff celebrates some 

time off and prepares for the coming year! 

Merry Christmas! 

mailto:lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org
http://www.divinemercynorthshore.org/alpha


THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
LITURGICAL MINISTER ASSIGNMENTS 

December 24, 2024 
3 p.m. 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Steve Lanza 
Sacristan: Joe Schuessler 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Chris Hartman/Bill Hague 
EM: Ministers Needed 

4:30 p.m. 
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Ken Kiepura 
Sacristan: D. McCarthy / R. Abraham 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
EM: Dcn. Bob Puhala 
Additional ministers needed 

6 p.m. 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz 
Sacristan: Joe Schuessler 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
EM: Ministers Needed 

10 p.m. 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Steve Lanza 
Sacristan: Joe Schuessler 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Barb Anderson 
EM: Minister s Needed 

December 25, 2024 
9 a.m. 
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz 
Sacristan: D. McCarthy / R. Abraham 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Jim Dietz 
EM: Minister s Needed 

December 25, 2024 
10:30 a.m. 
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Steve Lanza 
Sacristan: Joe Schuessler 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
EM: Ministers Needed 

PARISH OFFICE 
Open Monday - Friday.9am to 4pm 
Office Address:  Divine Mercy Parish 
1077 Tower Rd. Winnetka, IL 60093 

PARISH OFFICE / STAFF 
Parish office or staff member, dial (847) 446-
0856; enter the extension number. 

Rev. Steven M. Lanza, Pastor 
slanza@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Rev. Robert P. Heinz, Retired Resident 
rheinz@archchicago.org 

Rev. Ken Kiepura, Retired Resident 

Deacon Gerry Keenan, 773-251-6626 
gekeenan@archchicago.org,  

Deacon Bob Puhala, bpuhala@gmail.com 

Michelle Wasielewski,  
Director of Operations, x. 131 
mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Ron Vanasdlen,  
Director of Liturgy & Music, x. 107 
rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Liz McGowen,  
Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach 
and Special Events, x. 108 
lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Patty Sanfilippo, (ALPHA Information),  
Director of Evangelization & Lifelong  
Formation, x. 103 
psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Miriam Chan,  
Director of Children’s Ministry, x. 102 
MChan@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Kelly Shoup,  
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry 
kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org x. 106 

Judy Pyke, Director of Communications 
jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org, x. 104 

Cindy Atsaves, Finance Office, x. 114 
cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Megan Nolan, Administrative Assistant 
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org,  
x. 101

Will Wasielewski, Administrative Assistant 
wwasielewski@archchicago.org 

Sacred Heart School,  
1095 Gage St, Winnetka, IL 60093 
(847) 446-0005 
Jodi Reuter, Principal, 
jreuter@shwschool.org

December 28, 2024 

5:00 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Ken Kiepura 
Sacristan: Joe Schuessler 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
EM: Minister Needed 

December 29, 2024 
8:00 a.m.  
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Ken Kiepura 
Sacristan: D. McCarthy / R. Abraham 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
EM: Dcn. Bob Puhala 

10:00 a.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Theodore Munz 
Sacristan: Minister Needed 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
EM: Dcn. Gerry Keenan 

4:30 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz 
Sacristan: Marjorie Martinez 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
EM: Minister Needed 

WEEKDAY PRESIDER SCHEDULE 
Dec. 23, 8 a.m. (SH) Fr. Bob 
Dec. 24, 8 a.m. (SPA)  

NO MORNING MASS 
Dec. 26, 8 a.m. (SH) Fr. Ken 
Dec. 27, 8 a.m. (SPA) Fr. Ken 



PARISH CALENDAR 
The month of December is dedicated to 

the Immaculate Conception and the 

Divine Infancy

December 22, Sunday 
The Fourth Sunday of Advent 

• 11:15 a.m. Baptism — Sacred Heart

December 23, Monday 
Monday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

• 8 a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart

December 24, Tuesday 
Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Advent 

• 8 a.m. Mass — St. Philip NO MASS 

• Parish Office Closed

Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord
Christmas Eve - Holy day of Obligation

• 3 p.m. Mass - Sacred Heart

• 4:30 p.m. - St. Philip 

• 6 p.m. - Sacred Heart

• 10 p.m. - Sacred Heart

December 25, Wednesday 
Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord  

Christmas Day - Holy day of Obligation 

• 9 a.m. — St. Philip 

• 10 :30a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart

• NO Adoration Today

December 26, Thursday 
Feast of St. Stephen 

• 8 a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart

• Parish Office Closed

December 27, Friday 
Feast of St. John 

• 8 a.m. Mass — St. Philip 

• Parish Office Closed

December 28, Saturday 
Feast of the Holy Innocents 

• 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. Men’s Inspirational 
Study Group - SH Fireplace Room

• 9—9:30  a.m. NO Confessions  —
Sacred Heart

• 3 p.m. Wedding

December 29, Sunday 
Feast of the Holy Family of 

Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

• 11:15 a.m. Baptism — Sacred Heart

MASS INTENTIONS 

SUNDAY, Dec 22 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) - Bill Doll † and 
Parishioners of Divine Mercy 
10:00 a.m. (SH) - Joan O’Donnell† 
4:30 p.m. (SH) - Bob Berner † 

MONDAY, Dec 23 (SH)  
8:00 a.m. - James & Paula Cantwell & 

Family 

TUESDAY Dec 24  
3:00 p.m. (SH) -   Emily Solek † 
4:30 p.m. (SPA) - Andrew Berghoff † 
6:00 p.m. (SH) - Ellie Valvassori † 
10:00 p.m. (SH) - Ted Heppner † 

WEDNESDAY, Dec 25  
9:00 a.m. (SPA)  -Christopher Gallagher † 
10:30 a.m. (SH) -Parishioners of Divine 

Mercy 

THURSDAY, Dec 26  (SH) 
9:00 a.m. – Fr. Robert Ryan 

FRIDAY, Dec 27 (SPA)  
8:00 a.m. - Barbara Kubik † 

SATURDAY, Dec 28 
5:00 p.m. (SH) - Parishioners of Divine 

Mercy 

SUNDAY, Dec 29 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) - Chuck Oldfield † 
10:00 a.m. (SH) - Christopher Gallagher † 
4:30 p.m. (SH) - Robert Nora & Family 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Contact the parish office 847-446-0856 or 

megan@divinemercynorthshore.org 
Suggested Donation: $10 

The Season of Christmas Time 
Christmas is not a single day but an entire 

season concluding on January 12, 2025.  
Join us in worship! 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK 
The following people suffer from illness or 

chronic conditions. They have asked for 
the prayers of our parish family. Please 

remember them to the Lord.  

Mark Agnew, Jeannie Ambrose,  
Michael Anderson, Eliza Avila,  

Loretto Berghoff, Paul Berghoff,  
Donald Blair, Elaine Boback,  
Ronald Braun, Wendy Braun,  

Bob, Julie, James and Robert Conte, Jr., 
John Coyne, Joe Cramblit,  

Joella Cramblit,  Fr. Lou Faust,  
Mary Beth Fellinger, Lisa Marie Franke, 

Christine G., Ermin Garcia, Jr.,  
Patricio Gilchrist, Benjamin Grillo,  

Mike Hayes, Barbara Hayward,  
Jack Hogan, Jim Horrell, Sarah Hyde,  
Elizabeth Mazur Johnson,  Ryan Kelly, 

Nick Kershaw, Andy Klatt,  
Patti Kotscharjan, Gina Quirk Lazicki, 

Margaret Lenhart, Ginny Linting,  
Janet Lyman, Jamey Machens,  

John Madden, Sr. Peggy McDonnell,  
Mike McNulty, Heather Mroz,  

Joan Murphy, Beth O’Brien,  
Cheryl Pierson, Hannah Quinn,  

Brad Raguse, Josie Ramirez,  
Judy Rasfeld, Scott Rood,  

Josephine Sampson, Kathy Sarch,  
Terry Shin, Kay Thomas,  

Baby Kali Thornton, Ruth Tressa,  
E. J. Wahlund, Tonya Wallach, Amanda 
Warford, Larry White and those written 

in our parish book of prayer.  

If you or your loved one needs a Minister of Care or 
is seriously ill or near death, and in need of the 

Sacrament of the Sick / Last Rites, please contact 
the parish office at 847-446-0856. 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
May the souls of faithfully departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Sacred Heart Church:   
Saturdays 9 - 9:30 a.m.  

St. Philip the Apostle Church: 
Wednesdays  3:00  – 4:30 p.m.  

ADORATION 
Sacred Heart Church:  

Wednesdays from 2:00 - 3:00p.m. 

ONLINE ROSARY via Zoom 
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m.  

Link on website homepage  

Ann Marie Romano & 

James Manuel 

Saturday the Twenty-Eighth 

of December 

Two Thousand Twenty-Four 

Two Thirty O'clock 

in the Afternoon 

Divine Mercy Parish at 

Sacred Heart Catholic Church 



BRATSCHI 
PLUMBING

A Family Business Providing Complete 
Plumbing Service Since 1937

Licensed & Insured

(847) 446-1421
801 Oak Street, Winnetka 

www.bratschiinc.com

WILMETTE AUTO BODY
“Our Most Important Product  
Is A Well Satisfied Customer”

847-251-1535 
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com
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Serving the North Shore for over 60 years

Ph   847.251.2695  
Fax 847.251.9433

811 Ridge Road Wilmette, IL 60091
www.kerriganplumbing.com

JOHN SPILOTRO, COO
ENGINEERING SERVICES- RAPID PROTOTYPING

jspilotro@breault.com | 602-770-7891

847-450-7272  | tmeyers581@gmail.com
Parishioner Owned

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal Inc.

(Commercial and Residential) 

2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

Complete Plumbing Services

Lic# 058-161480

847-724-2004

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
847.492.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

1145 Wilmette Ave. | Wilmette, IL 60091
847-853-1145 | www.nscbank.com

576 Lincoln Ave.| Winnetka, IL 60093
847-441-2265 | www.nscbank.com

847-588-2533 | www.callbrilliant.com

Your Parish's Electrician for 20 Years

• Senior Broker
• Sacred Heart Parishioner
• Sacred Heart School Mom
• Over 20 years experience

Website: www.lovechicagonorthshore.com
Instagram: @lovechicagonorthshore

Facebook: @graceflattrealtor
Mobile: 773-398-2976

Email: graceflatt@atproperties.com

847-634-8555
TuckpointingChimney.com

WWW.EVIARENOVATIONS.COM 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

(773) 706-6222 
PAVLOS NDREU - OWNER 

LICENSED | FULLY INSURED

FAST & FRIENDLY SERVICE

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

/mo.$1995
Starting At

md-medalert.com 800.809.3570CALL  
NOW!

760 East Westleigh Road

Lake Forest

woodlandsacademy.org

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Ken Hyatt

 
Khyatt@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x4747




