
 
Welcome to Divine Marcy Parish  

The Fourth Sunday of Easter  
   Rev. Dan Folwaczny, Pastor                     April 26, 2026  
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O UR O FFERINGS IN SUPPORT   
OF THE MISSION OF THE C HURCH  

Click here or use this QR code to use 
GiveCentral as you make your offering 
today.  

A Prayer for Vocations 
O Jesus, Good Shepherd, you tell us to pray the Lord of the harvest to send 
laborers into your harvest. We ask you to call and strengthen many young 
men and women to serve you and your Church as priests, deacons, and in the 
consecrated life.  
Grant them the courage to hear your voice and the grace to respond with a 
generous "yes." May they, as Pope Leo XIV reminds us, discover your gift in 
their hearts and share it with joy to build up your kingdom. Amen. 

CHILDREN ’S  
LITURGY OF THE 

WORD  
 

Will return this fall.  

Good Shepherd Sunday  
Today we hear Jesus make a wonderful 
promise to us and all those who follow him. 
He promises that we “might have life and 
have it more abundantly. ”  
 
This is why he came, he tells the crowds. 
Since we know now that Jesus came to bring 
salvation to the world, we realize he was 
speaking of eternal life with God as the more 
abundant life we can have. Let us listen for 
the call of the Good Shepherd so we might 
follow him to the verdant pastures of 
abundance.  
 
Today, on Good Shepherd Sunday, we join 
the universal Church in praying for vocations 
to the priesthood, diaconate, and consecrated 
life.  
 
This year ’s theme, "The Interior Discovery of 
God ’s Gift," invites us to move beyond the 
noise of daily life and listen to the quiet voice 
of the Lord in our hearts. Let us pray that our 
young people find the courage to embark on 
this "adventure of love" and discover the 
unique gift God has placed within them.  
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PASTOR’S COLUMN 

 
With the advent of the internet, search engines, 
and now AI large language models, memorization 
has fallen out of favor as a learning technique. Still, 
I always recommend that it’s good to have some 
scripture verses memorized. One of my favorites is 
in today’s Gospel. John 10:10 – “I came so that they 
might have life and have it more abundantly.” 
 

The 4th Sunday of Easter is called “Good Shepherd Sunday” because the Church 
always gives us readings from the 10th chapter of St. John’s Gospel where Jesus 
describes Himself as the Good Shepherd. It’s also a day that we are encouraged 
to pray for vocations to the priesthood, asking God to raise up many more 
shepherds after His own heart. 
 
In my experience, people are often excited about a young man who thinks God 
may be calling him to be a priest, but with one caveat: it should be someone 
else’s son. Parents tend to like the idea that some generic young men out there 
somewhere are thinking about this calling, but don’t often try to cultivate or 
encourage thinking about the priesthood with their own sons. This might be for 
many reasons, but the one that I hear most often is this: people are unsure that 
you can be happy as a priest. 
 
Since we live in a data-driven world, allow me to share with you the results of 
two separate surveys – one from the University of Chicago and one conducted 
by the British government.  Both found that clergy rank the highest in job 
satisfaction and happiness. People are often surprised by these results. But, if 
we believe in a God who has promised that He came so that we might have life 
and have it more abundantly, then we should not be so surprised that God keeps 
His promises. 
 
Of course, correlation is not causality, and not every priest is happy and 
satisfied. But I thank God every day that I get to be a priest. Even on days that 
are very heavy and filled with difficult moments, or days when it feels like my job 
is mostly administration and emails, I know that I am exactly where God wants 
me to be. 
 
For every frustrating moment, there are countless others where I get a glimpse 
of God’s grace active in the life of others, and I am so thankful that He uses me 
to play some part in that. I get to help people experience the love of God in 
confession, in anointing, at baptisms and weddings, and even at funerals. I get 
to work alongside people who are giving of their time in a whole variety of 
talents. I get to tell people about the more abundant life that God wants for 
them. 
 
And so, I encourage you with the same words that Jesus uses in the Gospels: do 
not be afraid. Encourage your sons to wonder if God might be calling them to 
the priesthood. It won’t make them rich, and you won’t get any grandkids. But 
they will be happy. 
 
—Fr. Dan 

Pray for our Confirmation  
Candidates as they make final 
preparation to complete their 

Sacraments of Initiation and assume 
their roles as members of the 

Church.  
 

Confirmation is  
Saturday, May 9. 

 

Lord, open the hearts and their minds 
as they prepare for Confirmation. 
Help them to know that you are 

confirming all the goodness that they 
are, and all the goodness that they 
will become. Increase their desire to 

know and follow you as your  
disciples with a grateful and  

courageous hearts.  
 

Bless their sponsors and families as 
they continue their journey of faith 
with us in your holy Church. Amen. 

SENT FORTH TO SERVE: OUR 
EASTER MISSION "GO IN PEACE, 
GLORIFYING THE LORD BY YOUR 
LIFE."  
As we conclude our liturgy today, our final 
hymn is more than just a closing song - it is our 
missionary commission. Having been fed by 
the Word and the Eucharist, we are now "sent 
forth" to be the hands and feet of Christ in our 
neighborhoods, workplaces, and homes.  
 
This week, as we celebrate Good Shepherd 
Sunday, we are reminded that we are called 
not only to follow the Shepherd but to help him 
gather the flock.  
 
Our ministry to the world begins the moment 
we leave these doors:  
 
In Our Families: Bringing the patience and 
"abundant life" of Jesus to those closest to us.  
 
In Our Work: Following the example of St. 
Joseph the Worker (May 1) by finding dignity in 
our daily labor and serving others with 
integrity.  
 
In Our Community: Seeking out the "stray" 
and the lonely, offering the same comfort we 
receive at this altar. 
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Next weekend  

at the 5 p.m.  
and 10 a.m. Masses  

FIRST  C OMMUNION  AND   
MAY  C ROWNING  

In 1955, Pope Pius XII declared May 1 as the Feast of  
St. Joseph the Worker. This date is also International  
Workers’ Day and believed to reflect Joseph as the patron 
saint of workers.  
 

Symbols associated with Joseph include the carpenter's 
square and lily. The carpenter’s square not only symbolizes 
Joseph’s trade but also the concept of truth. The lily,  
represents purity and Joseph’s celibate marriage to the  
Virgin Mary. Although we know Joseph as a working  
carpenter, he is descended from royal lineage, the line of 
David. 
 

Joseph is the patron saint of the Universal Church, families, 
fathers, expectant mothers, travelers, immigrants, house 
sellers and buyers, craftsmen, engineers and working 
people, among others.  
 

Joseph is also considered to be the patron saint of the New 
World, China, Canada, Korea, Mexico, Austria, Belgium,  
Croatia, Peru, Vietnam and several cities and dioceses.  

UNCLE PETE’S MINISTRY: MAY 4th AT 7 PM  
STAR WARS NIGHT! 
Join the May crew of Uncle Pete’s for a special theme 
night—Star Wars!  Kids can come in costume if they 
like, and there surely will be fun music to make and 
pack the 300 sack lunches for the hungry and homeless.  
Click here or scan the QR code to register, as this night 
will fill up fast!  All are welcome! 

TEEN COUNCIL MEETS MAY 3 / 
CAR WASH SAVE THE DATE 
The Teen Council will host its monthly 
meeting on Sunday, May 3rd after the  
4:30 p.m. Mass in McNulty Hall.  All are 
encouraged to attend Mass together.   
The meeting will include information on 
upcoming gatherings with the 
Environmental Ministry as well as the 
annual Car Wash fundraiser scheduled for 
Saturday, May 16th from 1-4 p.m. in the 
Sacred Heart Church parking lot. 

A JUST HARVEST NEEDS 
HELP DURING MAY 
A Just Harvest is a soup kitchen in 
Roger’s Park that serves lunch 
every day of the year to homeless 
and hungry people between 11 am 
and 2 pm. Divine Mercy provides food & serves guests every third Sunday 
of the month.  Each month we seek volunteers to prepare the food in 
advance, donate canned or baked goods, and some to serve the meal.  
You can learn more about A Just Harvest and how you can help by 
clicking here or scanning the QR code.  
 

We are looking for prepared food on 
Saturday, May 15th and servers for the 
lunch on Sunday, May 16th.  Learn more 
by clicking above or scanning the QR 
code.  Thank you! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EA9AF29A5FE3-62041382-may2026#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EA9AF29A5FE3-62041621-may2026#/
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https://www.divinemercynorthshore.org/families.html


What ’s Happening at Divine Mercy      5. 

INTERFAITH KNITTING GROUP  
Our Interfaith Knitting Group brings 
together a diverse group to foster 
friendship and work together making 
hand-crafted items for those in need. We 
work on knitting hats, prayer shawls and 
blankets for those in need in our 
congregations and beyond.  All are 
welcome—beginners or experienced.   
 
Join us in the coming months on the dates 

listed below.  Meetings are held on 
Mondays from 4 – 6 pm.  The remainder 
of the spring schedule follows. 
 

• April 27 - Glencoe Union Church  (263 
Park Ave., Glencoe) 

• May 11 and June 8 - North Shore 
Congregation Israel  (1185 Sheridan 
Rd., Glencoe) 

 

Questions? Contact our Divine Mercy 

parishioner Lisa Lesniak at  
(847) 340-1852.  Join us! 

FINAL WEEKS! 
MOTHER TERESA 
SAINT TERESA OF 

CALCUTTA 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904054EA9AF29A5FE3-62384447-movie#/
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WORLD DAY OF PRAYER  
FOR VOCATIONS 
The purpose of World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations is to publicly fulfill the Lord's 
instruction to, "Pray the Lord of the harvest to 
send laborers into his harvest" (Mt 9:38; Lk 10:2). 
As a climax to a prayer that is continually offered 
throughout the Church, it affirms the primacy of 
faith and grace in all that concerns vocations to 
the priesthood and to the consecrated life. While 
appreciating all vocations, the Church 
concentrates its attention this day on vocations 
to the ordained ministries (priesthood and 
diaconate), consecrated life in all its forms (male 
and female religious life, societies of apostolic 
life, consecrated virginity, secular institutes), and 
to the missionary life. 

FINANCES AT A GLANCE - 
The Week of April 12, 2026 

GLANCE  
Weekly Offertory -  April 12, 2026 
Cash (Loose and Envelopes)            $    1,450 
Checks (Loose and Envelopes)       $    2,895      
Online (Give Central, ACH)               $    5,662 

Easter Collection   Goal  Collected  
YTD -July 1-April 12, 2026  $  80,000   $  56,105  

ANNUAL CATHOLIC APPEAL 
UPDATE 

2026 Parish Goal                                      $   95,322.19 
Amount Pledged                                      $ 113,405.00 
Amount Paid                                               $   92,389.00 
Balance Due                                                $  16,016.00 
Amount Surpassing Our Goal           $   18,082.81 



THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
LITURGICAL MINISTER 

ASSIGNMENTS 
 
May 2, 2026 
5:00 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Dan Folwaczny 
Sacristan: Joe Schuessler 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Children’s Ministry 
EM: Dan Kubasiak 
 

May 3, 2026 
8:00 a.m.  
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH 
Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz 
Sacristan: Dave McCarthy 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
EM: Dcn. Bob Puhala 
 

10:00 a.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Dan Folwaczny 
Sacristan: Minister Needed 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Children’s Ministry 
EM: Dcn. Gerry Keenan 
 

4:30 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Dan Folwaczny 
Sacristan: Marjorie Martinez 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Teen Council 
EM: Dee Hanlon 
 
 

WEEKDAY PRESIDER SCHEDULE 
April 27, 8 a.m. (SH)  Fr. Dan 
April 28, 8 a.m. (SPA)  Fr. Bob 
April 29, 8:30 a.m. (SH)  Fr. Dan 
April 30, 8 a.m. (SH)  Fr. Dan 
May 1, 8 a.m. (SPA)  Fr. Bob 
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PARISH OFFICE 
Open Monday - Friday.9am to 4pm 
Office Address:  Divine Mercy Parish 
1077 Tower Rd. Winnetka, IL 60093 
 

PARISH OFFICE / STAFF 
Parish office or staff member, dial (847) 446-
0856; enter the extension number. 
 

Rev. Dan Folwaczny, Pastor, x. 138 
dfolwaczny@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Rev. Robert P. Heinz, Retired Resident 
rheinz@archchicago.org 
 

Rev. Ken Kiepura, Retired Resident 
 

Deacon Gerry Keenan, 773-251-6626 
gekeenan@archchicago.org,  
 

Deacon Bob Puhala, bpuhala@gmail.com 
 
Michelle Wasielewski,  
Director of Operations, x. 131 
mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Ron Vanasdlen,  
Director of Liturgy & Music, x. 107 
rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Position Open 
Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach 
and Special Events, x. 108 
@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Liz McGowen, (ALPHA Information),  
Director of Evangelization & Lifelong  
Formation, x. 103 
lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Miriam Chan,  
Director of Children’s Ministry, x. 102 
MChan@divinemercynorthshore.org  
 

Kelly Shoup,  
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry 
kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org x. 106 
 

Judy Pyke, Director of Communications 
jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org, x. 104 
 

Cindy Atsaves, Finance Office, x. 114 
cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org  
 

Megan Nolan, Administrative Assistant 
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org,  
x. 101 
 

Will Wasielewski, Administrative Assistant 
wwasielewski@archchicago.org 
 
Sacred Heart School,  
1095 Gage St, Winnetka, IL 60093  
(847) 446-0005 
Jodi Reuter, Principal,  
jreuter@shwschool.org 

Pope Leo XIV has released his message 
for today’s 63rd World Day of Prayer for 
Vocations 

'Every vocation is an immeasurable gift 
for the Church'  

The Pope called on young people to 
listen to the voice of the Lord, who 
invites them "to a full and fruitful life," 
calling on them to put their talents to 
use and to unite their limitations and 
weaknesses with the glorious Cross of 
Christ. For young people to come to 
know the Lord, he urged them to make 
time for Eucharistic adoration; to 
meditate faithfully on the Word of God, 
so that they may put it into practice 
each day; and to participate actively and 
fully in the sacramental and ecclesial life 
of the Church. Through the intimacy of 
friendship with Jesus, the Pope said, 
they will discover how to give of 
themselves, whether through marriage, 
the priesthood, the permanent 
diaconate, or consecrated life. "Every 
vocation," he said, "is an immeasurable 
gift for the Church and for those who 
receive it with joy." 

By virtue of our baptism, we are all 
called to full, conscious and active  
participation in liturgical celebrations. 
It is our duty and right as disciples of 
Christ. But we must remember that, to 
fully, actively and consciously  
participate in the liturgy means that 
the liturgy doesn’t end when we leave 
the church. We must embody the  
liturgy in our daily lives. Full, conscious 
and active participation leads us to 
transformation, leads us to go forth 
from the liturgy and bring the Good 
News of Jesus Christ to others. 
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PARISH CALENDAR 

April is devoted to The Blessed 
Sacrament and the Holy Spirit 

 

April 26, Sunday 
Fourth Sunday of Easter 
Good Shepherd Sunday 

World Day of Prayer for Vocations 

• 10:30 a.m. South Side Sunday at St. 
Moses the Black (Meet at St. Philip at 
9:30 to Carpool) 

• 11 a.m. Mass & Mingle - Sacred Heart 
School Playground 

 

April 27, Monday 
Monday of the Fourth  Week of Easter 

• 8 a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart 

• 8 a.m.—4 p.m. Distribution / Pick-up 
of Nite Lites Auction Items - McNulty 
Hall 

• 4-6 p.m. Interfaith Knitting Group - 
Glencoe Union Church 

• 6-8 p.m. Evangelization Board 
Gathering - McNulty Hall 

 

April 28, Tuesday 
Tuesday of the Fourth Week of Easter 

Optional Memorials of St. Peter Chanel 
or St. Louis Grignion de Montfort 

• 8 a.m. Mass — St. Philip  

• 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Tutoring at 
Tolton Academy 

• 9:30 a.m. Crafty Ladies — JPII Room 

• 6:30-8 p.m. Living Faith Group - 
Fireplace Room 

  

April 29, Wednesday 
Memorial of St. Catherine of Siena 

• 8:30 a.m. Mass  — Sacred Heart 

• 9:15-10 a.m. SHS Flower Ceremony - 
Sacred Heart Church 

• 1-2 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration - 
Sacred Heart Church 

• 3 - 4:30 p.m. Confessions — St. Philip 

• 6:30 p.m. Movies with the Saints - 
McNulty Hall (Mother Teresa) 

 

April 30, Thursday 
Thursday of the Fourth  Week of Easter 

Optional Memorial of St. Pius V 

• 8 a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart  

• 8:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Tutoring at 
Tolton Academy 

• 9-11:30 a.m. Ministers of Care Visits - 
Offsite 

 

May 1, Friday 
May is devoted to 

the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Friday of the Fourth Week of Easter 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK 
The following people suffer from illness or 

chronic conditions. They have asked for the 
prayers of our parish family. Please 

remember them to the Lord.  
Mark Agnew, Jeannie Ambrose,  
Michael Anderson, Eliza Avila,  

Reginald Bernardo, Donald Blair,  
Elaine Boback, Ronald Braun,  

Wendy Braun, Thomasa Cocom, Bob, 
Julie, James and Robert Conte, Jr.,  

John Coyne, Joe Cramblit,  
Marilyn Dichsen, Howard Duboe,  

Fr. Lou Faust,  Mary Beth Fellinger,  
Barbara Fifer, Lisa Marie Franke,  

Christine G., Patricio Gilchrist,  
Benjamin Grillo, Pureza Grucel,  

Jim Harrington, Roseanne Harrington, 
Mike Hayes, Barbara Hayward,  

Jack Hogan, Virginia Cleary Horsch,  
Sarah Hyde, John Janega,  
Elizabeth Mazur Johnson,  

Mary Ann Judy, Bob Keenan,   
Patti Kotscharjan, Gina Quirk Lazicki, 

Cathy Lehman, Charlie Leon,  
Margaret Lenhart, Les Lesniak,  

Baby Leo, Ginny Linting, Janet Lyman,  
Margot Martin, Sr. Peggy McDonnell, 
Judy Meade, James & Oliver Mendis,  

Sue Moyer, Joan Murphy,  Joelle Nicolau,  
Beth O’Brien, Cheryl Pierson,  

Brad Raguse, Judy Rasfeld, Mark Rood, 
Scott Rood, Theresa Ruiz,  

Josephine Sampson, Rachel Sanfilippo, 
Kathy Sarch, Terry Shin, Hunter Small, 

Noah Small, Baby Kali Thornton,  
Ruth Tressa, June Vegosen, Ann Wagner,  
Amanda Warford, Larry White, and those 

written in our parish book of prayer.  
 

If you or your loved one needs a Minister of Care or is 
seriously ill or near death, and in need of the 

Sacrament of the Sick / Last Rites, please contact 
the parish office at 847-446-0856. 

 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
May the souls of faithfully departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace, 
especially Andy Klatt and  

Sharen Ramsey. 
 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Sacred Heart Church:   
Saturdays 9 - 9:30 a.m.  

St. Philip the Apostle Church: 
Wednesdays  3:00 -4:30 p.m.  

 

ADORATION 
Sacred Heart Church:  

Wednesdays from 1:00 - 2:00p.m. 
 

ONLINE ROSARY via Zoom  
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m.  

Link on website homepage  

Optional Memorial of  
St. Joseph the Worker 

First Friday 

• 8 a.m. Mass — St. Philip 
 

May 2, Saturday 
Memorial of St. Athanasius 

First Saturday 

• 7:30 a.m. Men’s Inspirational Study 
Group - SH Fireplace Rm 

• 9 a.m. Confessions - Sacred Heart 

• 5 p.m. First Communion, May Crowning  
-Sacred Heart  

 

May 3, Sunday 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

International Bereaved Mother’s Day 

• 8 a.m. May Crowning, St. Philip 

• 10 a.m. First Communion, May 
Crowning - Sacred Heart 

• 11:15 a.m. Baptism - Sacred Heart 

• 4:30-6:30 p.m. Teen Council Meeting 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

SUNDAY, APR 26 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) – Debbie Handelman † 
10:00 a.m. (SH) -  Parishioners of Divine 
   Mercy 
4:30 p.m.  (SH) - Gerald Egan † 
 

MONDAY, APR 27 (SH)  
8:00 a. m. – Isidro Ruiz † 
 

TUESDAY, APR 28 (SPA) 
8:00 a.m. - Judy Meade 
 

WEDNESDAY, APR 29 (SH) 
8:30 a.m. –  Bridget Spooner † and   
Ron Ryser 
 

THURSDAY, APR 30 (SH) 
8:00 a.m. –  Tom Zachar † 
  

FRIDAY, MAY 1 (SPA)  
8:00 a.m.  - Daniel Patrick Hickman † 
 

SATURDAY, MAY 2 ( SH) 
5:00 p.m. –  Parishioners of Divine Mercy 
 

SUNDAY, MAY 3 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) – Ruth Jennings † 
10:00 a.m. (SH) -  The First Communion 
Class of 2026 
4:30 p.m.  (SH) - Deacon Mike McNulty † 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Contact the parish office 847-446-0856 or 
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org 
Suggested Donation: $10 






