Finding Favor with God
by Deacon Mike McNulty
Samuel 7:1-5, 8b-12, 14a, 16 / Romans 16:25-27 / Luke 1:26-38

The following blog post was shared on Deacon Mike’s blog on Christmas Eve 2023. This short
but powerful essay will form the basis of our program during this year’s Advent by Candlelight
on Wednesday, December 4.

As we begin planning the music, scripture readings, and prayers that will be part of our
experience that evening, we invite you to contribute your thoughts to our preparation.

Please read the essay below and let us know your response. What does it make you consider,
reframe, or ponder?

The emails for sharing are at the bottom of the page. We look forward to hearing from you!

Today we replay the announcement of the angel Gabriel, “Hail Mary, full of grace, the
Lord is with you.” I have always thought of Mary as singular, one of a kind, having qualities she
alone possessed. But a reflection by John Shea suggested another possibility. He wrote as though
he were Mary, “He saw in me more than I saw in myself.... How little we know! How much we
need to trust!”

What if Mary was ordinary, as are we, yet pregnant with possibility, as we are. What if
opportunities have been presented to us by God that we failed to recognize as heaven sent? Does
God whisper in our ear, rather than sending angels to us? Is there in us the potential to do great
things, if we but place our trust in God?

Gabriel said: “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. Behold you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son” Mary asked: “How can this be, as I have had no
relations with man?” Gabriel replied: “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and power of the
Most High will overshadow you.” And Mary said: “Let it be done unto me according to your
word.”

Does God see more in us then we see in ourselves? Can we, ordinary people though we
are, do wonderful things we may have never even dreamed of? Is it possible that we too have
found favor with God, but have not seen in ourselves what God sees in us? When he whispers in
our ear, may we recognize his voice. May we too say, “Be it done unto me according to your
word.”

Please share your reflection with any or all these women:
Liz McGowen, Lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org
Patty Sanfilippo, psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org
Judy Pyke, jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org



