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Share God’s Love and Transform the World. 



 

ARE YOU A DISCIPLE? 
 

My dad died in the summer of 2016.  He’s been gone for a 

while now.  Nonetheless, he made a lasting impression on 

me.  I am very much like my dad. 

 

In my general outlook on life, in my politics, in how I relate to 

people, I am much like Joe Lanza.  I see this more and more 

as I get older.  Whether this is a good or bad thing, it is 

inescapable.  I have been greatly influenced by my 

upbringing and my relationship to my father. 

 

In some ways, this is like discipleship. 

 

A disciple is someone who follows another and is influenced 

by that other person to live according to their mentorship 

and guidance.  Jesus originally called the Twelve to follow 

him as his disciples. 

 

The Greek word in the New Testament for disciple is 

mathetes.  It literally means “learner.”   

 

The disciples are called by Jesus to learn a certain way of life 

from him.  He teaches them about this lifestyle.  Jesus also 

exemplifies this way of life by his own decisions and actions, 

which the disciples witness up close and personal each day 

as they follow him.  He imparts this way of life to his disciples 

through prayer.  He grounds them in this way of life as they 

watch him interact with others, especially how he gives of 

himself through his working of healing miracles to make life 

better for others. 

 

You may be reading this and nodding along, saying this 

sounds about right, at least in terms of the gospel story.  But 

this may raise the question of how we today can follow 

Jesus as his modern disciples when we are not able to sit at 

his feet and soak up his teachings and his examples as did 

the first disciples.   

 

It is true that Jesus is not physically present to us as he was to 

them.  But he is very much alive and Risen!  And the 

Pope Benedict XVI  

once said— 

Whoever wants to be a 

friend of Jesus and become 

his authentic disciple—be it 

seminarian, priest, religious 

or lay person—must 

cultivate an intimate 

relationship with him in 

meditation and prayer 

(October 2006). 

 

What is your prayer life like?  

How often do you pray? 

Daily?   

 

Do you begin the day with 

a simple commitment to 

give the day to Jesus and 

allow your thoughts and 

actions to radiate his love 

to others?  Do you spend a 

few minutes at the end of 

the day reviewing how the 

day went and where you 

followed Jesus or where you 

went a bit astray? 

 

There’s an app called 

Hallow that is a great tool 

for helping people to pray 

in our Catholic Christian 

tradition. 



 
STAFF YOU SHOULD KNOW 

Pastor - Rev. Steven M. Lanza, 

slanza@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Retired Resident - Rev. Robert P. Heinz, 

rheinz@archchicago.org 

Retired Resident - Rev. Ken Kiepura 

Deacons - Mike McNulty (retired), Gerry Keenan, 

gekeenan@archchicago.org and 

Bob Puhala 

Director of Evangelization & Life long Formation - 

Patty Sanfilippo, 

psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Director of Liturgy and Music - Ron Vanasdlen, 

rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach and Special 

Events -  Liz McGowen, 

lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Director of Operations -  

Michelle Wasielewski, 

mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Director of Children’s Ministry -  

Miriam Chan,  

mchan@divinermercynorthshore.org 

Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry -  

Kelly Shoup, kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org 

School Principal - Jodi Reuter, 

jreuter@shwschool.org 

Director of Communications - Judy Pyke, 

jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Finance Office - Cindy Atsaves, 

cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Administrative Assistant - Megan Nolan, 

megan@divinemercynorthshore.org 
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promised Holy Spirit is among us, enlivening 

us and creating a path for us in faith. 

 

We are learners just as much as the first 

disciples were learners of Jesus.  He is a 

living person present to us through the 

Spirit.  We come in contact with the Risen 

Lord Jesus through other believers, through 

our proclamation and study of the New 

Testament scriptures, through the 

celebration of liturgy and the sacraments, 

and most especially when we return again 

and again to the sacrament of the 

Eucharist. 

 

Even in our private prayer, we have access 

to the Risen Lord who accompanies us in 

the journey of faith.  When we bring to him 

in prayer our needs and concerns, and 

when we talk to him as we do to a friend, 

we relate to him as a real person active 

and present in our lives. 

 

These are all ways in 

which we cultivate our 

discipleship, following 

the Lord Jesus, not simply knowing about 

him, but knowing him as we would a 

trusted family member or significant other. 

 

Through him, with him, and in him we pray 

during the doxology at Mass.  In all things 

throughout life, we are committed to 

living the way of Jesus, the Way of peace, 

hope, reconciliation and love.  This is the 

way of the committed disciple of the Lord 

Jesus. 
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busy summer at Divine Mercy! 
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The Confirmand’s Card 
by Mike Pearson 

 

Divine Mercy is a Welcoming Community that 

Inspires Disciples of Jesus to Share God’s Love and 

Transform the World. 

 

“You are a lucky man,” Megan Nolan said to me 

while visiting the office to tell her that I was now in 

remission.  I thought about what she had said and 

realized that I was indeed a very lucky person, not 

only for being in remission from cancer, but also for 

the Divine Mercy community that was there for me 

throughout my journey.       

 

Late September 2023, after an examination, my 

doctor suspected I had cancer. This was later 

confirmed with a biopsy and scans.  It was stage 3 

that was going to require 6 weeks of daily radiation 

combined with chemotherapy on the first and sixth 

week.  

 

After what seemed like an eternity, the treatment 

started in December and was completed the 

following January.  Seven months later, I am in 

remission and returning to good health.   

  

This is not as much about my 

journey the last year, but about 

the “community” in our parish 

vision statement.  I discovered 

that these are not just words but 

actual practices of our 

parishioners.    

 

I was miserable.  Among other things, I had to give up 

being a Confirmation catechist, bringing communion 

to nursing homes, and participating in the Saturday 

morning men’s group. I had told those who knew 

about my illness that it was all right to let others know.  

 

I soon got calls from Fr. Steve and emails from Fr Bob. 

They wanted me to know that they were there to help 

when needed.  

 

I met one last time with the men’s group that meets 

every other Saturday morning to discuss books and 

current events. They all wished me well and told me I 

was going to beat it. It was the exact encouragement 

I needed at the start of my journey.  

 

Since I had started teaching a few confirmation 

sessions, I called Kathy Handelman (our previous 

Director of Children’s Ministry) to let her know I could 

not continue. She told me not to worry and to focus 

on getting better.   She and Kelly Shoup would take 

care of everything and find someone to take my 

place.  Jeff Link helped to lead the group while 

Carolyn Whitey, who happened to be at the doctor’s 

the day I was diagnosed, also helped.  I am thankful 

to them and the other catechists for filling in for me.   

 

Kathy stayed in touch to see how I was doing and 

asked if I needed any meals.  I had lost my appetite 

but the soup they delivered to my doorstep was the 

best I ever had.   Food for the soul.   

 

Next call was to Liz McGowen to let her know I could 

Walking as a Disciple of Jesus, Connected through Community 
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Connected through Community 
no longer bring communion to the nursing homes 

we visit. But the ministers of care came forward 

without hesitation and took over my spot.  This was 

not easy to coordinate, as some weeks I visited 

three homes and saw 60 or more residents.  But 

Howard Lanser, Frieda Baker, and Missy Hession 

took my place at two of the homes, while Kay 

Madden and Michael Conway visited the third.   

 

Liz kept in touch and was kind enough to make sure 

I received a Mass kit to have around Christmas 

time.  

 

My name was added to the prayers for the sick at 

Mass and to the list for the Magi, our Wednesday 

Adoration group. Rita Compton reached out to me 

to see how I was doing. The Magi brought me their 

gift of prayers.   

 

I was now in tough shape and had reached 

bottom both mentally and physically, but some 

things happened to help what I was going through.  

Above all, I am thankful for my wife who took care 

of me and drove me to my treatments for over four 

months.   

 

After my radiation treatment each morning, I would 

watch tv all day and saw just about every episode 

that the History Channel has to offer.   It was the 

time of year when St. Jude Children’s Research 

Hospital was running ads for donations.  There was 

one with a young child with orange-framed glasses 

sitting in a red wagon.  I could not imagine how 

that child with cancer could understand all the 

pain she was going through and yet smile.  I did 

understand what I was going through and stopped 

feeling sorry for myself.  I offered up my pain and 

prayed for the children and their parents.   

 

Once treatment started, they gave me 

prescriptions for pain and upset stomach. I took 

them only once because something told me to 

pray for Mary’s intercession instead.  I did and 

depending on how I felt, three to five Hail Mary’s 

brought the mental comfort needed to continue 

without any medications.  I had to have blood work 

done regularly and have a line inserted near my 

heart to administer the chemo.  While all of these 

things were going on, I prayed to Mary to intercede 

to help me through the process.  It always worked.  

 

I was now feeling particularly sorry for myself and 

going through the “God, why me” stage with my 

condition.  I had received many cards from our 

community wishing me well.  Then one day I 

received a card with best wishes from 

the confirmation students.   

 

Some of the messages were: 

“We are praying for you and know 

that you are going through a big fight. Prayers and 

love to you.” 

 

“Praying for you, thank you for the impact you 

have made.” 

 

“Sending healing prayers and vibes your way.” 

 

The wishes from the 13-year-olds brought me out of 

the mental gymnastics I was going through. The 

contents of the card changed everything and 

demonstrated the extent of our community.  We are 

in good hands for the future.  I accepted God’s will 

and now knew I was going to make it through all of 

this.  

 

After treatment ended, I slowly started to recover 

and in March 2024, started back to Mass.  By 

coincidence or maybe not, and thanks to Marjorie 

Martinez, I was the intention of the first Mass.   It was 

good to be around people again and it was 

comforting to know that I was in their prayers.  

 

Confirmation with Bishop Grob was scheduled for 

early April.  I intended to go but was feeling sick and 

decided I could not make it.  At the last minute, I 

was overcome with classic Catholic guilt, and I 

decided I had to be there.   

 

When I arrived at church, Kathy Handelman told me 

I looked pale and to sit down and not do a thing.  I 

sat in the way back near the doors and Fr. Steve 

saw me. He greeted me and then arranged for 

Bishop Grob to come to where I was sitting to bless 

and pray for me.  He also arranged for my name to 

be added to the intentions that were announced by 

one of the students.  All of this was a special 

moment for me, so the guilt paid off.   

 

After witnessing the Confirmation sacrament, I felt 

much better and knew I was on my way to being 

healed.    

 

Our community was there for throughout my 

journey. They demonstrated what God’s love means 

for one another and helped transition one soul from 

sickness back to health. I am forever grateful to the 

people I have named and everyone else who was 

there for me.   

 

As Megan said, I am a very lucky man, indeed.   
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Connecting with Sacred Heart School 

It’s been said that a strong community is built on strong families and that strong families 

are built on strong marriages.  And we all know that the keys to a happy marriage are 

honesty, communication, selfless love, gratitude and vulnerability.  Divine Mercy Parish 

piloted a Marriage Enrichment program earlier this year to see if this could be a vehicle  

for building our family of faith.  Feedback from the six couples in the pilot confirmed the value of such a 

program!   

 

Let’s set the stage for how it works: 

• Couples come together in the Parish Center to share dinner with their spouse. This is followed by a 

video and private conversation between the married couple.  

• Each guest is given a journal which provides guidance for these conversations.   

• Topics such as “The Art of Communication,” “Resolving Conflict” are discussed. 

 

The emphasis of the course is on examining the needs of each spouse, and communicating with one 

another.  It is not therapy, and it’s not always an easy, comfortable conversation, but the consensus is that it 

was truly beneficial!  This course is relevant for any couple wanting to invest in their relationship and make it 

stronger.  The overall hope is that spouses will recognize what is needed to continue to 

nurture their relationship by growing in their knowledge of each other. 

 

Starting on Sunday, September 29th, we will offer this Marriage Enrichment course to any 

couple interested in participating.  If you are interested in learning more, please contact 

Patty Sanfilippo at psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org.  If you’d like to sign-up, 

please click here or scan the QR Code. 

Discipleship in Marriage 
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The school year began with the annual ice cream social and back to school bash along 

with the debut of the new playground at Sacred Heart School.  Many thanks to all those 

who planned the big celebration and to the committee and benefactors who made this 

new playground possible, especially Jodi Reuter (Principal), Michelle Wasielewski (Director 

of Operations), J.D. Byrnes (chair), Hunter Williams, Tom Borders and Tony Meyers, archi-

tects Matt Hitchins and Matt Cronin, our general contractor, Norcon, and, of course, the Construction and 

Facilities Department of the Archdiocese.   

 

The playground represents years of committed fundraising by school parents and such diligent work by the 

committee over the span of two years!  We cannot thank all our benefactors enough! 

mailto:psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org
https://www.mission-suite.com/forms/d97ddc01-417c-42f3-a3a4-917b67267eb1/submit
https://www.mission-suite.com/forms/d97ddc01-417c-42f3-a3a4-917b67267eb1/submit


Children’s Ministry: Meet Our Newest Disciple 

WELCOME OUR NEW DIRECTOR OF CHILDREN’S MINISTRY 
We are pleased to welcome Miriam Chan as our new Director of Children’s Ministry for 

Divine Mercy Parish.  Miriam shared the following introduction with us: 

 

“I am originally from Belize, and I have a passion for nurturing and guiding children’s 

spiritual growth. I hold a Catechetical Leadership Certificate from St. Mary of the 

Lake in Mundelein and am currently pursuing a Masters Degree in Pastoral Studies 

at Catholic Theological Union. For the past 8 years, I served as Coordinator of 

Religious Education at Christ Our Hope Parish in Highland Park, where I helped 

many families and their children grow in their faith.   

 

Family is very important to me. My husband and I are blessed with three 

wonderful children. We have shared many incredible experiences and have 

grown together in faith and love. 

 

I look forward to getting to know each of you and working together to 

support and inspire the youngest members of our parish community.   

Thank you for welcoming me, I look forward to seeing what God has for us.” 

 

Be sure to welcome Miriam to our faith community the next time you see her! 
Miriam taking the staff selfie! 

Upcoming Events - We Hope You’ll Join Us! 

Join Uncle Pete’s 

Ministry this Fall! 

Details for all events can be found on our website: 

www.divinemercynorthshore.org 

ALPHA - Begins Tues., Sept. 17 at 6:30 p.m. & Wed., Sept. 18 at 9:30 a.m.  

ONLINE ALPHA for Men - Begins Monday night, Sept. 23 at 7 p.m. 

THE CHOSEN SEASON 4 with Dinner - Begins Thursday, Sept. 19th at 6:30 p.m.  

INTERFAITH KNITTING GROUP - Typically meets every other Monday, meets again 

Sept. 23 at 4 p.m. 

MARRIAGE ENRICHMENT COURSE - Begins Sunday, Sept. 29th at 5:30 p.m. 

BIBLE STUDY WITH FR. KARTJE - Twice monthly on Wednesdays at 6:30 p.m. 

PET BLESSING ON THE FEAST OF ST. FRANCIS – Oct. 4th from 4:30 – 5:30 p.m.  

St. Philip parking lot  

FR. DAVID JONES / ST. BENEDICT THE AFRICAN VISITS DIVINE MERCY - Oct. 5 & 6. 

TEEN COUNCIL MONTHLY MEETING - Oct. 6, Nov. 3 and Dec. 1 at 5:15 p.m. 

UNCLE PETE’S MINISTRY TO FEED THE HUNGRY - Oct. 7, Nov. 4 and Dec. 2 

OKTOBERFEST - Saturday, Oct. 19th - Details to Come! 

TRUNK OR TREAT - Saturday, Oct. 26th - Details to Come! 

ALL SOULS MASS - Saturday, Nov. 2nd at Noon at St. Philip the 

Apostle Church. 

THANKSGIVING AT ST. MOSES THE BLACK FOOD PANTRY  - 

Wednesday, November 27th 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 

ADVENT BY CANDLELIGHT - Wednesday, Dec. 4th at 7 p.m. 
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BRATSCHI 
PLUMBING

A Family Business Providing Complete 
Plumbing Service Since 1937

Licensed & Insured

(847) 446-1421
801 Oak Street, Winnetka 

www.bratschiinc.com

WILMETTE AUTO BODY
“Our Most Important Product  
Is A Well Satisfied Customer”

847-251-1535 
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com
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Serving the North Shore for over 60 years

Ph   847.251.2695  
Fax 847.251.9433

811 Ridge Road Wilmette, IL 60091
www.kerriganplumbing.com

JOHN SPILOTRO, COO
ENGINEERING SERVICES- RAPID PROTOTYPING

jspilotro@breault.com | 602-770-7891

847-450-7272  | tmeyers581@gmail.com
Parishioner Owned

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal Inc.

(Commercial and Residential) 

2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

Complete Plumbing Services

Lic# 058-161480

847-724-2004

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
847.492.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT

1145 Wilmette Ave. | Wilmette, IL 60091
847-853-1145 | www.nscbank.com

576 Lincoln Ave.| Winnetka, IL 60093
847-441-2265 | www.nscbbank.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Chris Duncan

 
Cduncan@4LPi.com 
(800) 950-9952 x2154

847-588-2533 | www.callbrilliant.com

Your Parish's Electrician for 20 Years

Illinois

CatholicMatch.com/IL

• Senior Broker
• Sacred Heart Parishioner
• Sacred Heart School Mom
• Over 20 years experience

Website: www.lovechicagonorthshore.com
Instagram: @lovechicagonorthshore

Facebook: @graceflattrealtor
Mobile: 773-398-2976

Email: graceflatt@atproperties.com

847-634-8555
TuckpointingChimney.com

WWW.EVIARENOVATIONS.COM 

FREE ESTIMATE! 

(773) 706-6222 
PAVLOS NDREU - OWNER 

LICENSED | FULLY INSURED

FAST & FRIENDLY SERVICE


