


ENTRANCE ANTIPHON 

The Lord said to me: You are my Son. It is I 
who have begotten you this day.  Psalm 2:7 
 
 

Or Let us all rejoice in the Lord, for our Savior 
has been born in the world. Today true peace 
has come down to us from heaven. 
Graduale Romanum, Roman Missal, Third Edition 

 

PASTOR’S “TO THE POINT” 

This Fourth Sunday of Advent is gone in a 
flash!  Due to the needs of the liturgical 
calendar, on this same day we enter the 
Christmas season, celebrating Christmas 
Eve, which means this year there is no 
fourth week of Advent.  It’s literally only 
hours long. 
 
Still, that’s time enough to consider 
another lesson from Pope Francis in this 
column, which we’ve been doing for all of 
Advent.  In his encyclical, he writes:  “Love 
also impels us toward universal 
communion.  No one can mature or find 
fulfillment by withdrawing from others.  
By its very nature, love calls for growth in 
openness and the ability to accept others 
as part of a continuing adventure that 
makes every periphery converge in a 
greater sense of mutual belonging” (n. 95, 
Fratelli Tutti). 
 
Christmas is upon us.  The season of gift-
giving, all in honor of the greatest gift 
given to us by God, his Son, Jesus Christ.   
 
God gives us a person.  God gives us his 
Son.  Why?  For many reasons, true.  One 
of those reasons would be:  that we might 
see and acknowledge each other as “gifts” 
from God. 
 
Happy Fourth Sunday of Advent.  Merry 
Christmas!  The season of Love is upon us, 
a love that goes out of the self in growth 
and maturity alongside other believers in 
the journey of life.   
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The Season of Christmas Time 

Christmas is not a single day  but an entire season  
concluding on  January 8.  

Dec. 26, 8 a.m., Feast of St. Stephen 
—St. Philip 

Dec. 27, 8 a.m., Feast of St. John 
—Sacred Heart 

Dec. 28, 8:30 a.m., Feast of the Holy  
Innocents—Sacred Heart 

Dec. 29, 8 a.m., Fifth Day of Christmas—St. 
Philip 

Dec. 31, Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph—Regular Weekend Mass Schedule 

Jan. 1, 9 a.m., Solemnity of Mary, the Holy 
Mother of God—Sacred Heart 

Jan. 2, 8 a.m., Ss. Basil and Gregory  
Nazianzen—St. Philip 

Jan. 3, 8:30 a.m., The Most Holy Name of 
Jesus—Sacred Heart 

Jan. 4, 8 a.m., St. Elizabeth Ann Seton—
Sacred Heart 

Jan. 5, 8 a.m., St. John Neuman,  
First Friday—St. Philip 

Jan. 7, Epiphany of the Lord— 
Regular Weekend Mass Schedule 

Jan. 8, Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 
the Last Day of Christmas Time 
—Sacred Heart 

Merry Christmas from the Clergy 
and Staff of Divine Mercy Parish! 



ALPHA IS COMING IN JANUARY!   
What is Alpha?  Alpha is a series of 
gatherings where guests have the 
opportunity to explore life and the 
Christian faith in a friendly and inviting 
atmosphere where no question is too 
simple or complex.  It’s an opportunity to 
explore the big questions of life: Is there 
more to life than this?  Why is there 
suffering in the world? 
 
How does it work? 
Each session includes a great meal, a short 
video followed by a chance to share 
thoughts and ideas on the topic in a small 
group setting. There’s no obligation to say 
anything, there’s nothing you can’t say 
(seriously) and there’s no such thing as a 
silly question.  
 

WHY IS ALPHA FOR YOU? 
 
FIND A COMMUNITY  
Connecting people in our area from all 
walks of life, Alpha is a way to meet people 
that you wouldn’t have otherwise.  

ENERGIZE YOUR FAITH 
Does your faith feel stagnant? Joining 
Alpha is an engaging and relational way to 
grow in faith through powerful videos and 
small group discussion.  

MOVE PAST SMALL TALK  
With the small group format, each week is an opportunity to get to 
know others through the sharing of thoughts, experiences, and 
perspectives which in turn can help you get in touch with your own 
beliefs. 

JUST NOT SURE?  COME AND SEE 
No pressure, no judgment…just food, friends, and great conversation 
exploring great questions. Everyone is invited, regardless of spiritual 
background or beliefs.  

 
Give yourself the gift of Alpha to connect with 
others, experience faith, and converse on a deeper 
level.   Join an upcoming Alpha session that fits your 
schedule:  
Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Parish 
Center starting January 16th (register here)  
 
or Wednesday mornings from 9:30-11:00 a.m. in the 
Parish Center starting January 17th (register here). 
 
Questions: contact Patty Sanfilippo or call  
847-446-0856.  



MARIAN PILGRIMAGE 
Join Catholic writer, speaker, and podcaster 
Joan Watson, on a Marian Pilgrimage across 
the Iberian Peninsula!  As we travel from 
Fatima to Lourdes at a contemplative place, we 
will have the opportunity to pray at both 
ancient and modern Marian sites. Specifically 
curated by Joan with daily focuses and themes, 
this journey aims to increase your love of Jesus 
through Mary and the saints like Anthony, 
Dominic, and Teresa of Avila. June 20-30, 2024. 
For more information, visit 
versoministries.com/marian2024 or email Joan 
at joan@versoministries.com. 
 
Take advantage of the Christmas special for 
$400 off with promo code MARY400. 



NEWS FROM OUR TEEN COUNCIL 
The Teen Council met Sunday earlier this month to 
decorate and package cookies made by our very own 
Megan Nolan to sell at a DMTC (Divine Mercy Teen 
Council) Bake Sale following the Christmas Pageant 
and then again after 10 a.m. Mass on Sunday, 
December 17th. All funds raised go towards a summer 
service trip for the DMTC. The cookies were beautiful! 
The teens did an amazing job decorating, baking and 
packaging.   
Interested in being a part of this group?  Click here 
or scan the QR code. 

THE HOLY SPIRIT AT WORK AT DIVINE MERCY 
We are on the cusp of great things at Divine Mercy.  The fruits of the Holy 
Spirit are everywhere we look, and that is because our parishioners and 
guests have chosen to be engaged in their faith.  They have taken that first 
step of saying, Yes!  They’ve made the commitment to get to know Jesus 
better.  And the heavens rejoice. 
 
This is YOUR church, YOUR parish and YOUR faith community.  It can only 
flourish through God’s grace and the efforts of us all. We graciously ask you 
to remember Divine Mercy Parish in your giving this Christmas.  Your 
generosity, which is the SOLE source of funding for everything we do at 
Divine Mercy, helps us bring you the Mass each week, do the good work of 
the parish through our community outreach partners, evangelize through 
efforts like ALPHA, connect with our homebound 
parishioners, and keep the lights on!  We are 
grateful beyond measure for your support. 
 
Click here to use our website to make your 
Christmas donation, or scan the QR Code.  
 
Merry Christmas and God bless you! 

WHERE ARE WE IN OUR 5 YEAR 
STRATEGIC PLAN, THE WAY FORWARD? 
First, did you know that our Parish Council created a 5
-Year Strategic Plan in 2022?  You can find it on our 
website homepage by clicking here.   
 
We are in the midst of year 2 of our Strategic Plan, 
focusing our efforts on building Community at Divine 
Mercy.  We are on track with the goals that we 
established last summer:   

• Grow and expand existing Welcome Ministry. 

• Establish Northshore ministry for teens. 

• Develop forum for listening to real and relevant 
needs, via annual Listening session. 

• Build “soft entry” points into community for 
Catholics and guests. 

 
We still have work to do, and are very much looking 
forward to further executing our goals in 2024. 
 



NEW PASTOR SELECTION 
PROCESS AND SURVEY 
Our pastor, Fr. Steve Lanza, will be 
retiring in June of 2024. The 
Archdiocesan Priest Placement Board is 
beginning the search process for a new 
pastor of Divine Mercy Parish beginning 
July 2024. Representatives of the Priest 
Placement Board met with our Parish 
Staff, as well as members of the Senior 
Leadership Team, the Parish Council, the 
Finance Council and the Chairs of all of 
our Boards (including Sacred Heart 
School) on December 4th to gather input 
on what Divine Mercy needs in a pastor 
for our future. 
 
The Priest Placement Board seeks input 
from our parishioners as well through a 
questionnaire they have created.  You 
can find copies of that questionnaire in 
the Gathering Space at Sacred Heart and 
the vestibule of St. Philip.  Once you 
complete the questionnaire, you can 
place them in the receptacle box located 
in the same location.  All questionnaires 
will be forwarded to the Priest Placement 
Board.  QUESTIONNAIRES ARE DUE 
AT THE PARISH BY DECEMBER 28th. 
 
Next steps?  The Priest Placemen Board 
will review all the information gathered 
from and about Divine Mercy (as well as 
other parishes in need of a pastor) over 
the next 2-3 months, while 
simultaneously speaking with priests 
who are considering new assignments.  
Please keep the Priest Placement Board 
in your prayers during this process as 
they discern the best pastor for Divine 
Mercy.   
 
Thank you for your participation in this 
important process.  The future of Divine 
Mercy depends on all of us!   
 
Come Holy Spirit, Come! 

JOIN US FOR UNCLE PETE’S MINISTRY IN JANUARY 
Each month, parishioners gather to pack sack meals for the hungry.  The meals are then 
delivered to A Just Harvest Community Kitchen in Rogers Park.  We typically meet the 
first Monday evening of the month from 7-8pm in the Parish Center, but given the holi-

days, our January gathering 
will take place on Monday, 
January 15th from 7-8pm 
in the Parish Center.  All 
ages are welcome and en-
couraged to participate!  
This is a great service out-
ing for families.  We have 
“jobs” for all ages!  Register 
here, just so we know how 
many stations to prepare.   
Thank you! 

SERVE A JUST HARVEST IN JANUARY! 
Our community partner A Just Harvest offers daily lunch service for the hungry and homeless in the Rogers Park community. Divine 
Mercy Parish is scheduled to serve lunch on the third Sunday of the month.  Our next day of service at A Just Harvest is Sunday, 
January 21st.  We need volunteers to cook the casseroles ahead of time and 
deliver the food to the Parish Center at Sacred Heart on Saturday, January 20th, a 
volunteer to drive it to A Just Harvest that same day, and volunteers serve at A 
Just Harvest on that Sunday. If you are interested in serving in any of these ways, 
we encourage you to click here or scan the QR code to see if you can meet any of 
their needs.  Thank you so much! 

Our December Crew! 



PARISH OFFICE 
Open Monday - Friday.9am to 4pm 
Office Address:  Divine Mercy Parish 
1077 Tower Rd. Winnetka, IL 60093 

 
PARISH OFFICE / STAFF 
Parish office or staff member, dial (847) 446-
0856; enter the extension number. 
 

Rev. Steven M. Lanza, Pastor 
slanza@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Rev. Robert P. Heinz, Retired Resident 
rheinz@archchicago.org 
 

Rev. Ken Kiepura, Retired Resident 
 

Deacon Gerry Keenan, 773-251-6626 
gekeenan@archchicago.org,  
 

Deacon Bob Puhala, bpuhala@usml.edu 
 

Michelle Wasielewski,  
Director of Operations, x. 131 
mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Ron Vanasdlen,  
Director of Liturgy & Music, x. 107 
rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Liz McGowen,  
Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach 
and Special Events, x. 108 
lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Patty Sanfilippo, (ALPHA Information),  
Director of Evangelization & Lifelong 
Formation, x. 103 
psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Kathy Handelman,  
Director of Children’s Ministry, x. 102 
khandelman@divinemercynorthshore.org  
 

Kelly Shoup,  
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry 
kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org x. 106 
 

Judy Pyke, Director of Communications 
jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org, x. 104 
 

Cindy Atsaves, Finance Office, x. 114 
cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org  
 

Megan Nolan, Administrative Assistant 
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org,  
x. 101 

 
Sacred Heart School,  
1095 Gage St, Winnetka, IL 60093  
(847) 446-0005 
Jodi Reuter, Principal, 
jreuter@shwschool.org 

New liturgical ministers are always 
welcome!  Available? Contact Ron 

Vanasdlen via email at: rvanasdlen@ 
divinemercynorthshore.org.   

Training is provided. 

THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE 
LITURGICAL MINISTER ASSIGNMENTS 

 

December 30, 2023 
5:00 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz 
Sacristan: Joe Schuessler 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Barb Anderson 
EM: Minister Needed 
 

December 31, 2023 
8:00 a.m.  
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. John Kartje 
Sacristan: Rima Abraham  
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Steve Clingan 
EM: Michael Koberda 
 

10:00 a.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. John Kartje 
Sacristan: Ludy Mariano 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Kathy Janega 
EM: Minister Needed 
 

4:30 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz 
Sacristan: Minister Needed 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Minister Needed 
EM: Minister Needed 
 
January 1, 2024 
Mass is celebrated at 9 a.m. for the  
Solemnity of Mary,  the Holy Mother of 
God. Because this solemnity is on a  
Monday, there is no obligation to attend 
Mass, however, it’s a great way to start 
the New Year. 

Visiting a Homebound 
Friend or Relative? 

Our homebound parishioners most 
likely are unable to attend Mass, so we 
encourage you to bring a copy of the 
bulletin/worship aid and the most recent 
issue of Connections on your next visit 
with them.    
 

We know our homebound parishioners 
appreciate those visits, and being filled 
in on all that happens at the parish.  
 

You'll find extra copies of the bulletin/
worship aid and Connections in the 
vestibule of the parish office. Thank you! 

JOIN US FOR EUCHARISTIC 
ADORATION AT BOTH OUR 
CHURCHES  
Join us on Wednesday afternoons at 
Sacred Heart Church from 2-3:00 p.m. or 
Friday mornings after the 8 a.m. Mass at 
St. Philip the Apostle Church for 
Adoration and recitation of the Rosary. 
We hope you’ll join us, and spend some 
time with Jesus.  Our world and our 
Church need so many prayers today! 
 

What the Saints say about 
Adoration: 
“Whenever I go to the chapel, I put 
myself in the presence of our good Lord, 
and I say to him, ‘Lord, I am here.  Tell 
me what you would have me to do’ . . . 
And then, I tell God everything that is in 
my heart.  I tell him about my pains and 
my joys, and then I listen.  If you listen, 
God will also speak to you, for with the 
good Lord, you have to both speak and 
listen.  God always speaks to you when 
you approach him plainly and simply.”  
– St. Catherine Labouré 
 
The time you spend with Jesus in the 
Blessed Sacrament is the best time that 
you will spend on earth.  Each moment 
that you spend with Jesus will deepen 
your union with Him and make your soul 
everlastingly more glorious and beautiful 
in heaven, and will help bring about an 
everlasting peace on earth.”  
– St. Teresa of Calcutta 



PARISH CALENDAR 
The month of December is  

dedicated to the  
Immaculate Conception  

and the Divine Infancy

 
December 24, Sunday  
The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

• 3 p.m.—Sacred Heart 

• 4 p.m.—St. Philip 

• 5 p.m.—Sacred Heart 

• 10 p.m.—Sacred Heart 
 
December 25, Monday 
The Solemnity of the Nativity of the Lord 

• 9 a.m.—St. Philip 

• 10 a.m.—Sacred Heart 
THERE IS NO 4:30 p.m. Mass today.   

• Parish Office Closed this Week 
 

December  26, Tuesday 
Feast of St. Stephen 

• 8 a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart  

• Parish Office Closed this Week 
 
 

December 27, Wednesday 
Feast of St. John 

• 8:30 a.m.  Mass — Sacred Heart  

• 2-3 p.m. Eucharistic Adoration - Sacred 
Heart Church 

• Parish Office Closed this Week 
 
  

December 28,  Thursday 
Feast of St. John 

• 8 :00a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart  

• Parish Office Closed this Week 
 
 

December 29, Friday 
Fifth Day within the Octave of Christmas 

Optional Memorial of   
St. Thomas Becket 

• 8 a.m. Mass — St. Philip  

• 8:30 a.m. Adoration & Rosary — St. 
Philip  

• Parish Office Closed this Week 
  
 

December 30, Saturday 
Sixth Day within  

the Octave of  Christmas 
• 7:30 a.m. Men’s Inspirational Study 

Group - Sacred Heart Fireplace Room 
• 9—9:30  a.m. Confessions  —  Sacred 

Heart 
• 5 p.m. Mass of Anticipation—  Sacred 

Heart 
 

 
December 31, Sunday 

Feast of the Holy Family 
of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph 

New Year’s Eve 
Regular weekend Mass schedule. 

 

 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
SUNDAY, DEC 24 
3 p.m. (SH)  - Emily Solek † 
4 p.m. (SPA)  - Andrew Berghoff † 
5 p.m. (SH) - Elie Valvassori † 
10 p.m. (SH) - Parishioners of Divine 
   Mercy 
 

MONDAY, DEC 25  
9 a.m. (SPA)  - Al Tagtmeier † 
10 a.m. (SH) - Fran Sinclair 
 

TUESDAY, DEC 26  (SPA)   
8:00 a.m. - Barbara Kubic 
 

WEDNESDAY, DEC 27 (SH) 
8:30 a.m. - Debbie Puhala † 
 

THURSDAY, DEC 28 (SH) 
8:00 a.m. - Leonard & Clare Lehman † 
 

FRIDAY,  DEC 29 (SPA)  
8:00 a.m. - Debbie Puhala † 
 

SATURDAY, DEC 30 ( SH) 
5:00 p.m.  - Anthony Daddono † 
 

SUNDAY, DEC 31 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) -The Crafty Ladies of  
   St. Philip 
10:00 a.m. (SH) - Parishioners of Divine 
   Mercy 
4:30 p. m.  (SH)  - Tom Reedy † 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Contact the parish office 847-446-0856 
or megan@divinemercynorthshore.org 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK 
The following people suffer from illness or chronic 
conditions. They have asked for the prayers of our 
parish family. Please remember them to the Lord.  
 

Mark Agnew, Jeannie Ambrose,  
Michael Anderson, Loretto Berghoff,  

Paul Berghoff, Caroline Birnbaum, 
Donald Blair, Elaine Boback,  
Ronald Braun, Wendy Braun,  

Robert Conte, Jr., John Coyne,  
James Farney, Joseph Felicelli,  

Julie Felicelli, Mary Beth Fellinger,  
Lisa Marie Franke, Ermin Garcia, Jr., 

Patricio Gilchrist, Benjamin Grillo,  
Rose Anne Grimes, Regina Harvey,  

Mike Hayes, Barbara Hayward,  
Jack Hogan, Jim Horrell, Sarah Hyde, 
Rick Kehrer, Ryan Kelly, Andy Klatt,  
Patti Kotscharjan, Diana Lambert,  

Gina Quirk Lazicki, Margaret Lenhart, 
Ginny Linting, Susan Lodge,  

Jamey Machens, John Madden,  
Sr. Peggy McDonnell, Mike McNulty, 

Heather Mroz, Beth O’Brien,  
Joan O’Donnell, Lynn Pattison,  
Mike Pearson, Cheryl Pierson,  
Debbie Puhala, Brad Raguse,  

Judy Rasfeld, Scott Rood, Kathy Sarch, 
Terry Shin, Catherine Sullivan,  
Kay Thomas, Rita VanHyning,  

Violet Vanselow, Amanda Warford,  
Larry White, and those written in our 

parish book of prayer.  
 

If you or your loved one needs a Minister of Care, is 
seriously ill or near death, and in need of the Sacrament 
of the Sick / Last Rites, please contact the parish office at 
847-446-0856. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
May the souls of faithfully departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace, 
especially Debbie Puhala and  

Tiffany Giroux. 
 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Sacred Heart Church:   
Saturdays 9 - 9:30 a.m.  
St. Philip the Apostle Church: 
Wednesdays  3:00  – 4:30 p.m.  
with Rev. Gerald Cole. 
 

ADORATION 
Sacred Heart Church:   
Wednesdays 2 - 3:00 p.m. 
St. Philip the Apostle Church:  
Fridays from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 
 

ONLINE ROSARY via Zoom 
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. 
Link on website homepage 



BRATSCHI 
PLUMBING

A Family Business Providing Complete 
Plumbing Service Since 1937

Licensed & Insured

(847) 446-1421
801 Oak Street, Winnetka 

www.bratschiinc.com

WILMETTE AUTO BODY
“Our Most Important Product  
Is A Well Satisfied Customer”

847-251-1535 
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com
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Serving the North Shore for over 60 years

Ph   847.251.2695  
Fax 847.251.9433

811 Ridge Road Wilmette, IL 60091
www.kerriganplumbing.com

JOHN SPILOTRO, COO
ENGINEERING SERVICES- RAPID PROTOTYPING

jspilotro@breault.com | 602-770-7891

847-450-7272  | tmeyers581@gmail.com
Parishioner Owned

JASMYNE MCDONALD
1600 Golf Rd, Ste 1273

Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
(815)788-1800

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal inc.

(Commercial and Residential) 

2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

Complete Plumbing Services

Lic# 058-161480

847-724-2004
BILL SCHNEEBERGER 

PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC

Interior/Exterior  
Wall Papering 
Light Carpentry 

847-498-6237    Northbrook 
www.billschneeberger.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 CONTACT ME

Ashley Kaskin

akaskin@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2517

"Local Moves, Long Distance Moves, Piano Moves"

847-674-7779

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
847.492.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT


