
Divine Mercy is a Welcoming Community that Inspires Disciples 

of Jesus to Share God’s Love and Transform the World. 

Welcome to Divine Mercy Parish 

See news on the new pastor selection process on page 13. 



 

 

PASTOR’S “TO THE POINT” 

Here we are.  Second Sunday of Advent.  
We’re getting closer to Christmas and the 
great celebration of the Nativity of the 
Lord and the Incarnation of divine 
mystery among us. 
 
In that vein, here is an insight from Pope 
Francis found in his encyclical, Fratelli 
Tutti (On Fraternity and Social 
Friendships).  He writes:  “In the depths of 
the human heart, love creates bonds and 
expands existence, for it draws people out 
of themselves and towards others (n. 88).” 
 
A phenomenon prevalent in the modern 
world is the isolating tendencies of culture 
and especially of the internet.  Strangely 
enough, in spite of lots of communication 
through social media, those types of 
digital relationships cannot substitute for 
real and up-close bonds.   
 
So many people suffer from isolation.  The 
Incarnation challenges us to be “real” for 
one another.  To be drawn out of 
ourselves, extending ourselves for and to 
others.  This is the way we grow.  This is 
the joy of Advent.  Let us walk together in 
the ways of the Lord! 
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TUNE: HYFRYDOL 
Words: Charles Wesley 
Music: Rowald H. Prichard arr. Ralph Vaugh Williams 

 
The word Advent is derived from the  
Latin word adventus, meaning “coming,” 
which is a translation of the Greek word 
parousia. Scholars believe that during the 
4th and 5th centuries in Spain and Gaul, 
Advent was a season of preparation for 
the baptism of new Christians at the  
January feast of Epiphany, the celebration 
of God’s incarnation represented by the 
visit of the Magi to the baby Jesus 
(Matthew 2:1), his baptism in the Jordan 
River by John the Baptist (John 1:29), and 
his first miracle at Cana (John 2:1).  



 

Adoration by Candlelight 
Sunday, December 17, 2023, 6:00 p.m. 

Divine Mercy Parish 
Sacred Heart Church 

As we begin the last full week of Advent, the Season of Preparation for 
Christmas Time, let us forever adore the most Holy Sacrament with the 

Divine Mercy Men’s Inspirational Study Group. 
 

All are welcome! 

Join us to Discuss and Reflect on 

Waiting in Joyful Hope! 
THURSDAYS  DURING ADVENT 

 

Mornings 9-10am 
John Paul II Room at St. Philip 

Hosted by Cathy Stegich 
(Join us at 8:45am for  

Coffee & light Breakfast ) 
 

CLICK HERE 
 TO REGISTER 

 
 
 
Evenings 7-8pm 

Fireplace Room at Sacred Heart 
Hosted by  Kathleen Clarke 
(Join us at 6:30 for a glass of wine 

and a slice of pizza) 
 

CLICK HERE  
TO REGISTER 

SOUNDS OF THE SEASON 

As we prepare to celebrate the joy of the 

Christmas Season, let's come together to 

amplify the joy through the gift of music. 

Our Music Ministry has been a heartbeat of 

our worship, filling our hearts with hope 

and inspiration all year long. This holiday, 

we invite you to join us in making a 

beautiful symphony of togetherness. Your 

heartfelt donations will harmonize our 

celebrations and resonate with the spirit of 

the season. Let's create lasting memories 

with music, kindness, and love. You may 

use an envelope or our 

GIVE CENTRAL link by 

clicking here or by 

scanning the QR Code.  

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS 

Your Christmas Flower donations will assist 

us in enhancing our worship with beautiful 

poinsettias at all our Masses during 

Christmas Time at both St. Philip and 

Sacred Heart. You may 

use your envelope to 

make your donation via 

our Give Central site by 

clicking here or 

scanning the QR code. 

Plenty of booklets are available for 
all in the vestibule of St. Philip and 

the Gathering Space of  
Sacred Heart. 



Join us for one or more of these  

festive holiday gatherings! 

THE 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
Please note that the Fourth Sunday of Advent is also 
Christmas Eve this year.  There is  only one Mass for the 
last Sunday of Advent, which will take place on Saturday, 
December 23rd at 5 p.m. at St. Philip the Apostle Church. 
Please note there will be NO 8 a.m. Mass at 
St. Philip and NO 10 a.m. Mass at Sacred Heart on the 
morning of December 24th. 



CHRISTMAS SHARING IS HERE 

Christmas Sharing with St. Benedict the African and 
St. Moses the Black returns for 2023!  Once again, 
we have worked with each parish to tailor the cards 
to the needs of their communities. We are thankful 
for all who give so generously to this program each 
year.  
 
DEADLINE: 
Monday, December 11, 2023.  
 
HERE IS WHAT TO DO: 

1) Sign up for a gift card. You 
may sign up for as many as you 
wish.  Click here or scan the QR 
Code below or visit our website.   

2) Purchase the gift 
card and get a receipt for each 
card. 

3) Place the gift card(s) and receipt(s) in an envelope 
marked "Christmas Sharing." Remember to put your 
name on the envelope so we can keep track of who 
returned their cards. 

4) Put your envelope in the offertory at Mass or 
bring it to the parish office. If the office is closed, 
you may put it into the black drop box next to the 
front door. 

5) Please do not put your envelope into the 
mailbox -- if you do, it will go to the post office 
and not to our sharing parish! 

6)Or, you may mail your envelope to Divine Mercy 
Parish, 1077 Tower Rd., Winnetka, IL 60093, Attn:  
Christmas Sharing. 

 
Questions? Contact Liz McGowen, 
 Lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org  
or 847-446-0856 ext 108.   

Thank you for your generosity 

in supporting so many  

of our outreach efforts! 



NEW PASTOR SELECTION PROCESS AND QUESTIONNAIRE 
Our pastor, Fr. Steve Lanza, will be retiring in June of 2024. The Archdiocesan 
Priest Placement Board is beginning the search process for a new pastor of 
Divine Mercy Parish beginning July 2024. Representatives of the Priest 
Placement Board met with our Parish Staff, as well as members of the Senior 
Leadership Team, the Parish Council, the Finance Council and the Chairs of all of 
our Boards (including Sacred Heart School) on December 4th to gather input on 
what Divine Mercy needs in a pastor for our future. 
 
The Priest Placement Board seeks input from our parishioners as well through a 
questionnaire they have created.  You can find copies of that questionnaire in the 
Gathering Space at Sacred Heart and the vestibule of St. Philip.  Once you 
complete the questionnaire, you can place them in the receptacle box located in 
the same location.  All questionnaires will be forwarded to the Priest Placement 
Board.  QUESTIONNAIRES ARE DUE AT THE PARISH BY DECEMBER 28th. 
 
Next steps?  The Priest Placemen Board will review all the information gathered 
from and about Divine Mercy (as well as other parishes in need of a pastor) over 
the next 2-3 months, while simultaneously speaking with priests who are 
considering new assignments.  Please keep the Priest Placement Board in your 
prayers during this process as they discern the best pastor for Divine Mercy.   
 
Thank you for your participation in this important process!  The future of Divine 
Mercy depends on all of us!  Come Holy Spirit, Come! 

TRI-PARISH EVENT: BLESSED ARE THE PEACEMAKERS:  
THE CHRISTIAN CALL IN THE MIDST OF VIOLENCE 
Join us for the next Tri-Parish even featuring Brian Schmisek, PhD, Provost of the 
University of St. Mary of the Lake/Mundelein Seminary on Monday, January 15th 
from 7-8:00 p.m. at Sts. Faith, Hope and Charity Parish Center.   
 
Our world, both at home and across the globe, seems engulfed by violence.  We 
each have our own fears, hopes and coping mechanisms when confronted with it.  
How does our faith inform our response? What are the teachings of Jesus and the 
Church? Join us to learn more! 



PARISH OFFICE 
Open Monday - Friday.9am to 4pm 
Office Address:  Divine Mercy Parish 
1077 Tower Rd. Winnetka, IL 60093 
 

PARISH OFFICE / STAFF 
Parish office or staff member, dial (847) 446-
0856; enter the extension number. 
 

Rev. Steven M. Lanza, Pastor 
slanza@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Rev. Robert P. Heinz, Retired Resident 
rheinz@archchicago.org 
 

Rev. Ken Kiepura, Retired Resident 
 

Deacon Mike McNulty, retired 
mimcnulty@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Deacon Gerry Keenan, 773-251-6626 
gekeenan@archchicago.org,  
 

Deacon Bob Puhala, bpuhala@usml.edu 
 

Michelle Wasielewski,  
Director of Operations, x. 131 
mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Ron Vanasdlen,  
Director of Liturgy & Music, x. 107 
rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Liz McGowen,  
Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach 
and Special Events, x. 108 
lmcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Patty Sanfilippo, (ALPHA Information),  
Director of Evangelization & Lifelong 
Formation, x. 103 
psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org 
 

Kathy Handelman,  
Director of Children’s Ministry, x. 102 
khandelman@divinemercynorthshore.org  
 

Kelly Shoup,  
Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry 
kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org x. 106 
 

Judy Pyke, Director of Communications 
jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org, x. 104 
 

Cindy Atsaves, Finance Office, x. 114 
cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org  
 

Megan Nolan, Administrative Assistant 
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org,  
x. 101 
 

Sacred Heart School,  
1095 Gage St, Winnetka, IL 60093  
(847) 446-0005 
Jodi Reuter, Principal, 
jreuter@shwschool.org 

THE WORK OF THE PEOPLE   
LITURGICAL MINISTER ASSIGNMENTS 

 

December 16, 2023 
5:00 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz 
Sacristan: Joe Schuessler 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Cathy Lehman 
EM: Minister Needed 
 

December 17, 2023 
8:00 a.m.  
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Bob Heinz 
Sacristan: Rima Abraham  
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Bob Snediker 
EM: Deacon Gerry Keenan 
 

10:00 a.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Steve Lanza 
Sacristan: Ludy Mariano 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Bill Hague 
EM:  Mary Jo Bushell 
 

4:30 p.m.  
SACRED HEART CHURCH  
Presider: Fr. Steve Lanza 
Sacristan: Minister Needed 
Servers: Ministers Needed 
Lector: Barb Anderson 
EM: Cathy Stegich 
 

Questions for  the Week 
What is the most difficult obstacle I face in 
preparing a way for Christ to come into 
my heart anew this Christmas?  
 

How can I remove this obstacle? 

The Season of  
Christmas Time 

Christmas is not a single day  
but an entire season concluding on 

 January 8. Join us in worship! 

Dec. 26, 8 a.m., Feast of St. Stephen 
—St. Philip 

Dec. 27, 8 a.m., Feast of St. John 
—Sacred Heart 

Dec. 28, 8:30 a.m., Feast of the Holy  
Innocents—Sacred Heart 

Dec. 29, 8 a.m., Fifth Day of Christmas—
St. Philip 

Dec. 31, Holy Family of Jesus, Mary, and 
Joseph—Regular Weekend Mass Schedule 

Jan. 1, 9 a.m., Mary, the Holy Mother of 
God—Sacred Heart 

Jan. 2, 8 a.m., Ss. Basil and Gregory  
Nazianzen—St. Philip 

Jan. 3, 8:30 a.m., The Most Holy Name of 
Jesus—Sacred Heart 

Jan. 4, 8 a.m., St. Elizabeth Ann Seton—
Sacred Heart 

Jan. 5, 8 a.m., St. John Neuman,  
First Friday—St. Philip 

Jan. 7, Epiphany of the Lord— 
Regular Weekend Mass Schedule 

Jan. 8, Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, 
the Last Day of Christmas Time 
—Sacred Heart 

On December 17, we welcome Jennifer 
Morse to our community of faith as she 
makes her Profession of Faith and receives 
her First Communion at the 4:30 p.m. 
Mass.  

Don’t Miss Catholicism 101! 
Come hear: 

Why Be Catholic? A Guide for Parents  
 

Time: 8:45-9:50 a.m. 
Date: Sunday, December 10 
Place: Sacred Heart School  

 

You will not want to miss this second of four  
parent coffees presented by attorney, professor,  

catechist and Catholic convert Sam Fifer.  Sam will 
dive deeper into the Church Calendar, Advent and 

church Tradition. We invite parents to take this hour 
to deepen their faith this Advent in community with 

others from Divine Mercy Parish.  
 

All are welcome! Bring a friend!  
Coffee and light breakfast bites will be served. 



PARISH CALENDAR 
The month of December is dedicated to 

the Immaculate Conception  
and the Divine Infancy

 

December 10, Sunday 
The Second Sunday of Advent 

International Human Rights Day 

• 8:45 a.m. Catholicism 101 for Parents 
- Sacred Heart School Room 300. 

• Hospitality after the 8 a.m. Mass at     
St. Philip and the 10 a.m. Mass at 
Sacred Heart 

• Hunger Hero Weekend 

• 5:15 –7 p.m. - Family Faith - Parish 
Center 

 

December 11, Monday 
Monday of the 2nd Week of Advent 

Optional Memorial of  
St. Damasus I 

• 8 a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart  
 

December  12, Tuesday 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 

• 8 a.m.  Mass — St. Philip  

• 8:30 a.m. Rosary — St. Philip  

• 8:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Tutoring at 
Tolton Academy 

• 6:30 p.m. Councils and Boards 
Christmas Party - Parish Center 

  

December 13, Wednesday 
Memorial of St. Lucy 

• 8 :30a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart  

• 2 - 3 p.m. Adoration — Sacred Heart 

• 3 - 4:30 p.m. Confessions —  St. Philip 

• 6:30 p.m. Bible Study with Fr. Kartje - 
Parish Center 

 

December 14, Thursday 
Memorial of St. John of the Cross 

• 8 a.m. Mass — Sacred Heart  

• 8:45—10:15 a.m. Advent Small Group 
- SPA JPII Room 

• 6:30—8 p.m. Advent Small Group - 
SH Fireplace Room 

 

 

December 15, Friday 
Friday of the 2nd Week of Advent 

• 8 a.m.  Mass — St. Philip  

• 5-9:30 p.m. 8th Grade Christmas 
Dance - Parish Center 
 

December 16, Saturday 
Saturday of the 2nd Week of Advent 

Simban Gabi Begins 
Las Posada Begins 

Las Parrandas Begins  
• 7:30 a.m. Men’s Inspirational Study 

Group - SH Fireplace Room 

• 9—9:30  a.m. Confessions  —  Sacred 
Heart 

• 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. A Just Harvest Food Drop 
Off - Parish Center Kitchen 

 

December 17, Sunday 
The Third Sunday of Advent 

• 8:45—9:50 a.m. Children’s Ministry 
Sessions - Sacred Heart School and 
Parish Center 

• 9:15 a.m.  Children’s Ministry Christmas 
Pageant - Sacred Heart School Gym 

• 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. A Just Harvest Lunch 
Service (offsite) 

• 6 - 7 p.m. Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament - Sacred Heart Church 

 

 
MASS INTENTIONS 

 

SUNDAY, DEC 10 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) – Tom Reedy † 
10:00 a.m. (SH) –  Ludy Mariano 
4:30 p.m.  (SH)  – Parishioners of Divine 
   Mercy 
 

MONDAY, DEC 11 (SH)  
8:00 a.m. – Alice Mantoan † 
 

TUESDAY, DEC 12 (SPA)   
8:00 a.m. –  Georgeann Pyke † 
 

WEDNESDAY, DEC 13 (SH) 
8:30 a.m.— Pat Craddock † 
 

THURSDAY, DEC 14 (SH) 
8:00 a.m. – Gisela Diaz Lazaro† 
 

FRIDAY,  DEC 15 (SPA)  
8:00 a.m. – Joel Dysart† 
 

SATURDAY, DEC 16 ( SH) 
5:00 p.m.  – Stevens-Conway Families 
 

SUNDAY, DEC 17 
8:00 a.m. (SPA) – Jean Kane † 
10:00 a.m. (SH) –  Parishioners of Divine 
Mercy 
4:30 p.m.  (SH)  – Tom Reedy † 
 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Contact the parish office 847-446-0856 or 

megan@divinemercynorthshore.org 

FOR THOSE WHO ARE SICK 
The following people suffer from illness or chronic 
conditions. They have asked for the prayers of our 
parish family. Please remember them to the Lord.  
 

Mark Agnew, Jeannie Ambrose,  
Michael Anderson, Loretto Berghoff,  

Paul Berghoff, Caroline Birnbaum, 
Donald Blair, Elaine Boback,  
Ronald Braun, Wendy Braun,  

Robert Conte, Jr., John Coyne,  
James Farney, Joseph Felicelli,  

Julie Felicelli, Mary Beth Fellinger,  
Lisa Marie Franke, Ermin Garcia, Jr., 

Patricio Gilchrist, Benjamin Grillo,  
Rose Anne Grimes, Regina Harvey,  

Mike Hayes, Barbara Hayward,  
Jack Hogan, Jim Horrell, Sarah Hyde, 
Rick Kehrer, Ryan Kelly, Andy Klatt,  
Patti Kotscharjan, Diana Lambert,  

Gina Quirk Lazicki, Margaret Lenhart, 
Ginny Linting, Susan Lodge,  

Jamey Machens, John Madden,  
Sr. Peggy McDonnell, Mike McNulty, 

Heather Mroz, Beth O’Brien,  
Joan O’Donnell, Lynn Pattison,  
Mike Pearson, Cheryl Pierson,  
Debbie Puhala, Brad Raguse,  

Judy Rasfeld, Scott Rood, Kathy Sarch, 
Terry Shin, Catherine Sullivan,  
Kay Thomas, Rita VanHyning,  

Violet Vanselow, Amanda Warford,  
Larry White, and those written in our 

parish book of prayer.  
 

If you or your loved one needs a Minister of Care, is 
seriously ill or near death, and in need of the Sacrament 
of the Sick / Last Rites, please contact the parish office at 
847-446-0856. 
 

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE DIED 
May the souls of faithfully departed, 

through the mercy of God, rest in peace, 
especially Celeste Rak and Kris Bhasin. 

 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Sacred Heart Church:   
Saturdays 9 - 9:30 a.m.  
St. Philip the Apostle Church: 
Wednesdays  3:00  – 4:30 p.m.  
with Rev. Gerald Cole. 
 

ADORATION 
Sacred Heart Church:   
Wednesdays 2 - 3:00 p.m. 
St. Philip the Apostle Church:  
Fridays from 8:30 - 9:30 a.m. 
 

ONLINE ROSARY via Zoom 
Monday - Friday 7:30 a.m. 
Link on website homepage 



BRATSCHI 
PLUMBING

A Family Business Providing Complete 
Plumbing Service Since 1937

Licensed & Insured

(847) 446-1421
801 Oak Street, Winnetka 

www.bratschiinc.com

WILMETTE AUTO BODY
“Our Most Important Product  
Is A Well Satisfied Customer”

847-251-1535 
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com
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Serving the North Shore for over 60 years

Ph   847.251.2695  
Fax 847.251.9433

811 Ridge Road Wilmette, IL 60091
www.kerriganplumbing.com

JOHN SPILOTRO, COO
ENGINEERING SERVICES- RAPID PROTOTYPING

jspilotro@breault.com | 602-770-7891

847-450-7272  | tmeyers581@gmail.com
Parishioner Owned

(847) 446-4749

www.breakingpointauto.com

Nora Ann Devine 
Attorney
       (847) 925-7954 x 1 
       nora@thedevinelawgroup.com

Offices in the  
Chicago Loop 

and Northfield, Illinois 

High property taxes?  
Seek DEVINE intervention!

Scan Here for   
Your FREE  

Property Tax Plan!
lilt 

JASMYNE MCDONALD
1600 Golf Rd, Ste 1273

Rolling Meadows, IL 60008
(815)788-1800

L. MARSHALL
Roofing & Sheet Metal inc.

(Commercial and Residential) 

2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL

847-724-5400
www.lmarshallroofing.com

Complete Plumbing Services

Lic# 058-161480

847-724-2004
BILL SCHNEEBERGER 

PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC

Interior/Exterior  
Wall Papering 
Light Carpentry 

847-498-6237    Northbrook 
www.billschneeberger.com

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 CONTACT ME

Ashley Kaskin

akaskin@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2517

"Local Moves, Long Distance Moves, Piano Moves"

847-674-7779

Illinois
CatholicMatch.com/IL

Ed the Plumber 
Ed the Carpenter
847.492.1444
Best Work • Best Rates
PARISHIONER DISCOUNT


