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We're back from a summer break with this latest issue of
Connections. We've got more real-life stories of folks
who follow Jesus as his disciples. These are people, like
yourself, who are doing their best to become “good
news” for others by living a gospel way of life.

Discipleship takes commitment and prayer. The prayer
helps the commitment.

Here’s a tip for your own daily prayer. Pray for God's
blessings. Ask the Holy Spirit to bestow divine blessings
upon you. Asyou pray for these blessings, add an
important condition: request God’s blessings so that
you, in turn, might become a blessing for others.

In other words, disciples give away the goodness. We
share the blessings of God with others. Read between
the lines in the following stories of Connections and you
will discover how disciples of Jesus like yourself are
becoming a blessing for others.

And don’t miss the findings from the Disciple Maker
Index Survey that was conducted during Lent. We hope
you'll find these top-line results as enlightening as we
did. Thanks again for your participation.

STAFF YOU SHOULD KNOW

Pastor - Rev. Steven M. Lanza,
slanza@divinemercynorthshore.org
Retired Resident - Rev. Robert P. Heinz,
rheinz@archchicago.org

Retired Resident - Rev. Ken Kiepura

Deacons - Mike McNulty (retired), Gerry Keenan,
gekeenan@archchicago.org and

Bob Puhala, bpuhala@usml.edu

Director of Evangelization & Life long Formation -
Patty Sanfilippo,
psanfilippo@divinemercynorthshore.org

Director of Liturgy and Music - Ron Vanasdlen,
rvanasdlen@divinemercynorthshore.org

Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach and Special
Events - Liz McGowen,
Imcgowen@divinemercynorthshore.org

Finally, join us at Party in the Park. With all that our
committee has in store for you, it should be a really fun
evening. See you there!
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Buy Your Tickets Today

Director of Operations -

Michelle Wasielewski,
mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org

Director of Children’s Ministry -

Kathy Handelman,
khandelman@divinermercynorthshore.org

Assistant Director of Children’s Ministry -
Kelly Shoup, kshoup@divinemercynorthshore.org

School Principal - Jodi Reuter,
jreuter@shwschool.org

Director of Communications - Judy Pyke,
joyke@divinemercynorthshore.org
Finance Office - Cindy Afsaves,
cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org
Administrative Assistant - Megan Nolan,
megan@divinemercynorthshore.org



During the first quarter of 2023, the parishioners of Divine Mercy were asked to participate in the
Archdiocesan-wide Disciple Maker Index Survey, which gave people an opportunity to reflect on their
spiritual growth, level of involvement in the parish, as well as their satisfaction with the parish and parish
related activities. Approximately 54 percent of our active* parishioners completed the survey. (That's 235
completed surveys out of 435 average weekend mass-goers.) Thank you for taking the time to share your
thoughts. We appreciate your efforts in providing the parish with valuable insights into how we can
enhance our faith and service-based community. Below is a brief overview of the survey findings. If
something you read stirs anything in you, or if you have something to share, let us know! Email the Parish
Council via Judy Pyke at jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org.

PARISH STRENGTHS

Based on the survey data, we have identified our top parish strengths.
The following percentages show those who answered "agree or strongly agree" for each question.

0 know that scripture is the word make time daily or weekly for
9 o /0 of God. 8 7 % individual prayer time.

(v) believe that the Eucharist is the attend Mass weekly, with some
8 7 /0 Body and Blood of Christ. 7 8 % attending daily.

feel our parish communicates understand that the Church is
8 6 % well undp:\akes information 7 5 % critical to their relationship with
readily available. God.

PARISH OPPORTUNITIES

Although the results are encouraging, you have helped us identify some opportunities for growth.
These areas include:
We will strengthen our missionary discipleship by enabling parishioners to share their

personal witness stories, helping them feel confident to have a conversation about
faith with family and friends, and inviting another person to a parish activity or Mass.

NEXT STEPS

@) We will provide opportunities for The survey results will help the Parish
Q

parishioners to grow in their confidence g : :
D . of Church teachings so they can Council update our Parish Strategic Plan,

answer questions from others. particularl)f gt begl:n yeartwo :
(Community). They will also be able to fine-
BB Ve will explore ways to ensure that tune the goals set forth for years three
preaching and homilies connect through five, which address missionary
=——X2 faith with everyday life. discipleship, ministry, and worship.

*Active parishioners are defined as regularly attending Mass and being active in one or more ministries.



On the weekend of September 9-10, Fr. Matt O'Donnell,
pastor of St. Moses the Black, will be the presider at Divine
Mercy weekend Masses at Sacred Heart Church.

St. Moses the Black is one of our two sharing parishes. The
sharing parish program is unique to the Archdiocese of
Chicago. It officially began on Holy Thursday 1976, although
its roots date back to the late 1950s “twinning” relationships
designed to build bridges between parishes that differ by
race, ethnicity, economics, and geography. Through this
partnership, long-term relationships are established with
enormous benefits for both parishes.

For Divine Mercy parishioner Jim Carey, visits to our sharing
parish St. Moses the Black have become a valued part of his
regular schedule. "l learned about St. Moses, then St.
Columbanus, when they became our sharing parish about 15
years ago,” Jim says. “Then pastor, Fr. Matt Eyerman, visited
for Sunday Mass, along with their choir. Matt was
spectacular, the music was great, and even my kids loved it.

"

From that moment, Jim was hooked. While remaining an
active volunteer at his home parish, he found himself
also drawn to the parish at 331 E. 71st Street in
Chicago. "I started visiting Columbanus myself for the
Christmas gift drive. That grew to an occasional
Sunday, including Midnight Mass at Christmas, and
helping at the food pantry where they serve 700
families.”

Over the years, Jim has always found the trip
worthwhile. “Of course, their neighborhood has
undeniable issues,” he says. “It's 25 miles — and a world away
— from where we live. | think that's exactly why we should go
there. What | found on 71st Street is the opposite of the
stereotype. Fr. Matt O’Donnell leads a vibrant, welcoming
Christian community that is serious about radical
hospitality.”

The St. Moses the Black community has had a huge impact on
Jim's personal faith. "They have always been very kind to me.
I'm reminded that we're all God'’s children, and that | should
work harder to share His love and His blessings. | always feel
great when | drive home from St. Moses, and | thank them for
making me a small part of their community.”

ATHLETIC CENTER IMPROVEMENTS

St. Moses the Black is in the process of completing a total
renovation of its Athletic Center, with repairs totaling nearly
$1 million. While their fundraising has already raised over
S$700K, including a $30K donation from Divine Mercy Parish to
fulfill a commitment made in conjunction with Sacred Heart's
Legacy of the Heart capital campaign, additional revenue is
needed.

The Athletic Center at St. Moses the Black is the long-time
home of the premier elementary basketball league in Chicago.
The league was started in 1977, exclusively for south-side
Catholic elementary teams. In 2000, the league opened to
public schools. Over 40 years later, this league includes teams
from across the city and suburbs. Its member schools are
diverse in backgrounds, race, and religion.

With the new renovations in place, the Athletic Center will be
able to host youth basketball, youth volleyball, and other
events that are vital to the community for many years to
come.



CONNECTIONS AT
SACRED HEART SCHOOL

The following is a letter that our new principal,
Jodi Reuter, wrote to school parents just before
the start of the new school year. We wanted to
share it with all of you so that you may witness
the joy, enthusiasm and exhilaration that this
new year brings.

* * * * *

Dear Sacred Heart Families,

August 20th has held a special place in my mind, heart, and
spirit ever since | decided to join this wonderful community.
It has been circled with a big, red marker on my calendar for
months! Today we look forward to having a great kick-off to
our school year with
the annual Ice Cream
Social after 4:30 Mass.
We are also holding a
Pep Rally for the
students who are
joining us for the 23-24
academic year. We
hope that you can join
our teachers and staff
for a casual meet and
greet and tour the
building.

This past week, we
welcomed new staff to
Sacred Heart school, as
well as returning
faculty. | wish you
could have seen how
everyone gathered
together for the first
time, and you could feel
the buzz about them!
Laughter, hugs, smiles,
jokes, and a general sense
of joy filled the room. |
looked around and took
mental snapshots of these
moments because | know
they can be fleeting.

Ice Cream Social 2023

As we dove into our
business and discussed
the year ahead, | shared a
book I read over the
summer called

Teachers prepare for the new school year.

The Power of Moments by Chip & Dan Heath.
This book came across my desk in the spring
and from the first page | was hooked. It is not
specific to education, but more so leadership
and how we can create “moments” for any
given situation. | consider our teachers and
staff the leaders of their classrooms and
subject areas. As an individual, | asked them
to think about how they can make that First
Day of School moment special for the
students and class. As a team, the staff and |
talked about what makes a school successful and how we
can “step into our greatness” this year. Lastly, we
reflected, prayed on, and fully embraced the idea that
Sacred Heart School is AWESOME and that we are all

in on this journey!

So, | ask: Are you ready to have great moments with us
this year? We hope so because we are ready, too!

Sincerely,
Mrs. Jodi Reuter

First School Mass of the Year

Fun in Mr. Comstock’s Music Class




BOBBIE WEISS: "AN ORDINARY PERSON"
WITH AN EXTRAORDINARY FAITH

Bobbie Weiss calls herself “just an ordinary person,” but
anyone who knows her can see that she has an extraordinary
faith. Bobbie has been an actively involved Divine Mercy
parishioner since she and her husband,
Paul, moved to their Northbrook home as
newlyweds in 1979. Their son, also Paul,
arrived in 1990. He attended St. Philip the
Apostle school up until 7" grade when it
closed. He then finished up at St. Joseph’s
in Wilmette before going on to Loyola
Academy and University of Dayton.

All along the way, Bobbie has been involved
upfront and behind the scenes. In her
quiet, unassuming way, she gets things
done. And, just because she is humble and
modest, don't think for a minute that she
doesn’t have strong convictions, beliefs and
a desire to improve the many things she is
involved in. Take Children’s Ministry, for
example. For the past 11 years, Bobbie has
been a member of the Children’s Ministry
Board. She has decided it is time to step
down, but the hopes and dreams she has for the children in
this ministry will long endure. A typical call in early summer
yielded just a few of her suggestions.

e “We need to offer hospitality for the parents, giving them
an opportunity to get to know one another, chat about
their children and of course build community.”

e “We need to spice up the experiences for children in 4™-
5"-and 6" grades. A field trip, movie in the gym, bringing
together different ages and giving the children a chance
to get to know one another. It's important that we
engage them.”

e "We need to get the children to Temple Jeremiah so they
can understand the Jewish traditions and culture.”

e "It would be nice to pull the teachers together for a
retreat where they can gather, share ideas and
brainstorm!”

And, of course, she is right on all accounts and, because of
Bobbie, these ideas take shape.

Born in Chicago, Bobbie received all her sacraments at
Immaculate Conception Church on the northwest side. The
family lived seven houses from the church. When her mother
allowed her to take a brief stint away from religious education
("I think | was afraid of the nuns who taught us after school”),
she was forever drawn back in. She attended Taft High School
and Carroll College in Waukesha, Wisconsin. Bobbie was
teaching pre-school in Beloit, Wisconsin, when she was set up
with her husband Paul through a co-worker’s family, what she
calls an “arranged marriage!”

Paul and Bobbie Weiss

“Faith has always been an important part of my life,” Bobbie
notes, matter of factly. What she underestimates are the
contributions she and her husband Paul have made through
the years: she has served on the Women’s Guild and Crafty
Ladies; as a sacristan, including doing the laundry following
Mass; with the mom’s and tots group; as a
room parent and on the school board; as a
Eucharistic Minister and she also jumped in to
help her friend Liza Frenzel teach the 2™ grade
for years. "l just love that age and the
sacraments,” she says. When we brought back
the First Communion Retreat this year, a large
effort involving a lot of volunteers, Bobbie
offered to help the children make their plates.
For his part, Paul has ushered at St. Philip’s for
years and always helps out with all Bobbie’s
“let’s do this” endeavors.

On the Children’s Ministry Board, Bobbie has
encouraged us to get the children to Mass more
often, which led to bringing back grade-level
Masses. “We need to get them to Mass as often
as we can and make it as interesting as we can,”
she adds. "By offering our faith, talking, praying
and believing, we will bring the children into the
faith.”

Bobbie lives her faith each and every day.
She loves to visit churches and is devoted
to Mary: "She’s my mainstay, and my
second mother. She listens, consoles and
makes me feel better. Plus, she’s anin to
Jesus,” she says with a twinkle in her eye.
"l try not to ask for things,” she continues,
“but sometimes | do. And | express my
gratitude a lot.” When asked if she feels
her prayers are answered, she is quick to
respond: “Oh, yes, it happens almost
every single day.”

Our Lady of Fatima
-a small retirement

Bobbie is a born nurturer. She lives by a gift for Bobbie.

“we just do it” attitude. No questions

asked. If something needs to be done at St. Philip’s, Bobbie
has an innate ability to get it done. For Super Fun Saturday,
Bobbie was the go-to person to help set everything up.
Opportunity for a Blood Drive? Bobbie is first to say, "Oh, we
can do that.” And the list goes on and on. Her can-do spirit
always extends to making things better for the children: “The
littlest of things can make a big difference” she says, and “it
all adds up to something.”

“It's been a good run,” Bobbie says. "If you have faith and
want to share it, somehow people will feel that.” Thanks to
Bobbie, we do.



Think back to Divine Mercy Sunday in April —our parish feast
day. Inthe Gospel that Sunday, we heard the story of
doubting Thomas, who refused to believe in the risen Lord
until he saw Him with his own eyes and touched his wounds.
Thomas wasn’t in the room when the Lord appeared to the
disciples, he wasn’t a part of that community experience.

Here at Divine Mercy, we want everyone who comes through
our doors to feel a sense of belonging! Wi
Experiencing Alpha has been key to our
efforts to renew and invigorate our parish.
Recently, we've heard from these
parishioners about their Alpha
experiences: Alison Kehrer, Hunter
Williams, Crystal and Peter Haben, Ivan
Puljic, Dave Dillon, and Dan Kotin. Here
are a few of the thoughts they’ve shared:

e  Whydid you decide to
participate in Alpha?
Generally, our guests have been
invited by an acquaintance or their
curiosity just got the better of them after hearing about
Alpha and seeing information promoting an upcoming
course. Peter’s decision was a little different. Crystal, his
wife, joined Alpha to answer questions she had as she
discerned full reception into the Catholic faith. Peter
agreed to accompany Crystal to the 1 session — only.
Well, he enjoyed it so much he stayed through the whole
course and ended up on the Alpha team! Dave Dillon
admitted to himself that he’d been a parishioner for
many years but felt that he knew no one. He joined
Alpha and made a whole new set of friends.

e What did you expect from the course and what
surprised you?
All of our Alpha speakers admitted to not really knowing
what to expect. All hoped it wasn’t a meeting where
they’d be lectured to or “indoctrinated.” Instead, all
found the sessions very interactive, with lots of
participation in the discussions, asking questions, sharing
their ideas and concerns. No question was off limits. No
judgement or criticism. Topics ran the gamut from love,
life, work, and family, to Christianity, faith, God, and the
Church. Alphais a safe place to share, be heard and
make friends.

e  What happens during a typical Alpha session?
Hospitality is a huge part of the Alpha experience.
Guests and team gather for an in-person session to catch
-up and get better acquainted then share a meal. This s

followed by a short 25-30 minute video on a specific topic
such as “Is there more to Life than this?” or *Who is
Jesus” and "Why did he Die?” Small groups then discuss
the videos — this is where questions, concerns,
perspectives are shared. The magic of Alphaisin
building new friendships by sharing a meal and our
thoughts.

Dave Dillon, Dan Kotin, Ivan Puljic, Crystal and Peter Haben sharing their Alpha stories.

e How have you been personally affected by Alpha? And
would others benefit by attending Alpha?
Our speakers were able to grow in their faith as persons
(even if they’d been “cradle Catholics”), build new
friendships and gain a stronger sense of belonging at
Divine Mercy. They all agreed that participating in Alpha
could benefit anyone. Just “come and see!”

Maybe think about Alpha this way: Belong, Believe, Become.
Belong to a community that knows and cares about you.
Once you feel comfortable and valued and listened to in a
group, you can open up to listening differently to the Gospel,
finding new meaning in things you took for granted (or never
even thought about before) and come to believe in the word
of God and the real person of Jesus Christ. Then we start to
become more like Jesus — caring, generous, loving, patient,
kind, non-judgmental. We're more willing to put our faith
into action —in big ways and small: even just a friendly smile
for a stranger.

So, be bold! Join our Alpha community and help us live out
our parish vision! Divine Mercy is a Welcoming Community
that Inspires Disciples of Jesus to Share God's Love and
Transform the World.
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EJ. K ERRIGAN

— PLUMBING CO. —
COMPLETE PLUMBING SERVICE

Serving the North Shore for over 60 years

Ph 847.251.2695
Fax 847.251.9433
811 Ridge Road Wilmette, IL 60091

SUPPORT

OUR
ADVERTISERS!

www .kerriganplumbing.com

WILMETTE AUTO BODY

“Our Most Important Product
Is A Well Satisfied Customer”

847-251-1535
1920 Lake Ave.

www.wilmetteautobody.com

ADT-Monitored Home Security

Got 24-Hour Protection From a Name You Can Trust

Autherized
AT | o ier | SafeStreets

833-287-3502

LET'S GROW YOUR BUSINESS

Place Your Ad Here
and Support Our Parish!

CONTACT ME
Ashley Kaskin

akaskin@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x2517

BE YOURSELF.
BRING YOUR PASSION.
WORK WITH PURPOSE.
= Paid training
* Some travel

= Wark-life balance
= Full-Time with benefits

= Serve your community

BRATSCHI
PLUMBING

A Family Business Providing Complete
Plumbing Service Since 1937

Licensed & Insured

(847) 446-1421
801 Oak Street, Winnetka
www.bratschiinc.com

WE'RE HIRING!

| AD SALES EXECUTIVES

catholicmatch’
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CatholicMatch.com/IL

 BAT-674-T779
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“Local Moves, Long Distance Moves, Piano Moves"

Instantly create and
purchase an ad with

BILL SCHNEEBERGER

PAINTING & DECORATING, LLC

Interior/Exterior
Wall Papering
Light Carpentry

847-498-6237 Northbrook
www.billschneeberger.com

THE DEVINE

— LAW GROUP—
rrrrrrrrrrr

Scan Here for
Your FREE
Property Tax Plan!

Attorney
(847) 925-7954 x 1
nora@thedevinelawgroup.com

Offices in the
Chicago Loop
and Northfield, lllinois

High property taxes?

Seek DEVINE intervention!

Place Your Ad Here and
Support our Parish!

BREAULT RESEARCH ORG.
JOHN SPILOTRO, COO

ENGINEERING SERVICES- RAPID PROTOTYPING

jspilotro@breault.com | 602-770-7891

COMPLETE CAR REPAIR
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BREAKING POINT INC.

(847) 446-4749
www.breakingpointauto.com

|IlL. MARSHALL

RoOFING & SHEET METAL INC.
(Commercial and Residential)
2100 Lehigh Ave., Glenview, IL

847-724-5400

www.lmarshallroofing.com

Alltech HVAC

HEATING & COOLING COMPANY

Y

866.482.2007 x1

AlltechHVAC@gmail.com * www.Alltech-HVAC.com
1240 Rand Rd. Des Plaines, IL 60016

Residential ¢ Commercial ¢ RTUs
Air Conditioning ¢ Furnaces ¢ Air Purifiers
Thermostats ¢ Maintenance Agreements ¢ Boilers

847-450-7-| tmeyersSSl@ﬁn fl.com

Parishioner Owned

Me rg:i-‘:FthaIer

mbine
Complete Plumbing Services

Lic# 058-161480
847-724-2004

£9 FARMERS

INSURANCE
JASMYNE MCDONALD

1600 Golf Rd, Ste 1273
Rolling Meadows, IL 60008

(815)788-1800

@

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com
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Divine Mercy, Winnetka, IL



