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DECEMBER 8, 2019  THE SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

PEACE 
Justice shall flourish in his time, and 

fullness of peace for ever.  



STEWARDSHIP GIVING 

 FINANCES AT A GLANCE  AS OF  December 1, 2019 
(Combined SPA / SH Church Sites) 
YTD 2019-2020 Sunday Collection                    $350,899 
YTD 2018-2019 Sunday Collection                    $409,293 
 

If you are not an online donor and wish to sign up, please contact Cindy Atsaves in 
the parish office. 
 

Thank you for your generosity to Divine Mercy Parish! 
 

Please note we are now posting combined actuals from both church sites. 

FROM THE PASTOR’S PEN 

WHERE DID THE 
IMMACULATE CONCEPTION 
GO? 

This weekend, which of course, 
includes Sunday, December 8, is the 
Second Sunday of Advent.  Because of 
that, the feast of the Immaculate 
Conception, which normally is a date-
specific observance usually held on 
December 8, is transferred to the 
following day, Monday, December 9. 
 
Due to the transfer of the feast, it is 
not an obligatory Holy Day.  That 
doesn’t mean it’s not a Holy Day; it’s 
just not obligatory. 
 
Happy Second Sunday of Advent!  
Happy Immaculate Conception of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary! 
 

WHAT DOES IT MEAN? 
Pope Pius IX solemnly defined as a 
dogma (most highest teaching of the 
Church) of Catholic faith Mary’s 
Immaculate Conception in the womb 
of her own mother, Saint Ann.  Here is 
how he defined it:  “We declare, 
pronounce and define that the 
doctrine which holds that the Most 
Blessed Virgin Mary, in the first 
instant of her conception, by a 
singular grace and privilege granted 
by almighty God in view of the merits 
of Jesus Christ . . . was preserved free 
from all stain of original sin, is a 
doctrine revealed by God and 
therefore to be believed firmly and 
constantly by all the faithful (found in 
his apostolic constitution Ineffabilis 
Deus). 
 
This teaching informs us that body 

and soul—in other words, in her 
whole being—Mary was kept free 
from original sin from the very first 
moment of her human existence.  
She was also preserved from sinning 
throughout her life.  Why?  As the 
bearer of God, the Theotokos, 
whereby Jesus was incarnate, Mary 
represented a pure vessel for his 
entrance into the world. 
 
Usually when I am trying to 
understand a doctrinal point which is 
celebrated in the liturgy, I go to the 
prayer texts found in the Roman 
Missal for guidance or explanation.  
The Preface Prayer (prior to the Holy 
Holy of the Mass of the Immaculate 
Conception) helps me to understand 
this dogma.  The Preface Prayer 
reads as follows: 
 
It is truly right and just, our duty and 
our salvation, always and 
everywhere to give you thanks, 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and 
eternal God. 
 
For you preserved the most Blessed 
Virgin Mary from all stain of original 
sin, so that in her, endowed with the 
rich fullness of your grace, you might 
prepare a worthy Mother for your 
Son and signify the beginning of the 
Church, his beautiful Bride without 
spot or wrinkle.  She, the most pure 
Virgin, was to bring forth a Son, the 
innocent Lamb who would wipe 
away our offenses; you placed her 
above all others to be for your 
people an advocate of grace and a 
model of holiness. 
 
And so, in company with the choirs 

of Angels, we praise you, and with joy 
we proclaim, Holy, Holy, Holy. . .  
 

THE GIFT OF CHRIST 

This all comes back to and points 
toward the Person who saves and 
redeem us all, Jesus Christ.  Without 
him there would be no Immaculate 
Conception.  Without him there would 
be no new covenant between God and 
humanity.  Without him there would 
be no newness in creation, in Mary’s 
life, or in our lives. 
 
Without him there would be no Divine 
Mercy parish.  Without him there 
would be no possibility of renewal and 
revitalization because there would be 
no Christian mission to pursue. 
 
Mary, like every good disciple, points 
to the Lord Jesus.  Her life is a 
reflection of his grace, potency and 
goodness. 
 
He alone is the way, the truth and the 
life, as he himself declared and is 
reported in John’s gospel.  He opens 
the gates of heaven and enables his 
redeemed people to enter. 
 
Happy Advent!  Happy Immaculate 
Conception!  

WELCOME OUR NEW FAMILIES  
TO DIVINE MERCY PARISH 
Mr. Jeffery Ramírez  
Mr. Brian Roche  
Ms. Carianne Johnson  
Mr. and Mrs. Peter (Katie) Moor  



LECTOR WORKBOOKS 
AVAILABLE  
Current lectors for Divine Mercy can 
pick up their 2020 Lector workbooks for 
the coming year in the vestibule of St. 
Philip or the Gathering Space of Sacred 
Heart.  Thank you for your service!  

RESPECT LIFE  
That the Church, like a herald's voice 
in the desert, may never cease 
proclaiming what is true and just, 
even when unpopular, we pray to the 
Lord.  
 

WEEKLY SCRIPTURE 
REFLECTION GROUP 
A scripture reflection group meets 
every Monday morning in the Sacred 
Heart offices after the 8:30am Mass. 
We gather for one hour to read and 
reflect on the coming Sunday 
readings.  We share what is in our 
hearts and on our minds.  No 
experience in scripture necessary. All 
are welcome! 

PRAYER AND WORSHIP   

POPE FRANCIS 
ON TWITTER 
.We ask the Lord to increase 
our faith in Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, in our hearts: He who 
assumed our human nature, who 
became Man in order to fight with our 
flesh and to conquer in our flesh.   

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 
TODAY 8:00am-11:30am 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
St. Philip the Apostle Gym 
 
DECEMBER 18th 8am—Noon 
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
St. Columbanus Food Pantry 
331 E. 71st Street in Chicago 

A Tri-Parish Event Brought to you by Divine Mercy,  
Ss. Faith Hope & Charity, & Ss. Joseph & Francis Xavier 

ADVENT & CHRISTMAS 
REFLECTION BOOKLETS  
There still may be some available in 
the back of Church!    
 
 

EVERYDAY STEWARDSHIP 
FROM OUR SCRIPTURES 
“Therefore, every tree that does not 
bear good fruit will be cut down and 
thrown into the fire.” MATTHEW 3:10 
 
Do you bear good fruit for Christ? Or, 
do you spend your time, talent and 
treasure constantly acquiring more 
toys, clutter and junk. Our time, our 
talent and our treasure are gifts that 
God has given us. What we do with 
them is our gift back to God. What 
gifts are you planning to give to the 
Lord during this upcoming Christmas 
season?  



COMMUNITY 

 
TODAY!! 

DIVINE MERCY PANCAKE BREAKFAST! 
DECEMBER 8TH, 8AM – 11:30 A.M. 

St. Philip the Apostle Gym 
 

Come enjoy delicious pancakes & sausage, 
along with Santa,  

for the sharing of Christmas lists! 
There’s also a raffle full of fantastic items 

for kids and parents, too!   
This family friendly event is a wonderful 

opportunity to see old friends 
and meet new ones alike.   

 

Come one and all! 
 

Tickets: $7 per person.  Kids age 5 & under = FREE. 
 

There’s a fantastic raffle, too! Tickets: $1 each or 6 for $5. 
 

BRING THE KIDS TO SEE SANTA! 

OUTREACH 

 ST. COLUMBANUS FOOD 
PANTRY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
THE WEEK BEFORE CHRISTMAS: 

DECEMBER 18 
St. Columbanus , the sharing parish of 
Sacred Heart Church, will have its 
regular food distribution on 
Wednesday, December 18th, the week 
before Christmas. 
 

Help is needed — make it a family 
outing!  You can pack perishables at 
8am AND/OR distribute food at 
10am.  Come for the entire morning 
or just for the distribution.   
 
St. Columbanus is located at 331 E. 
71st Street in Chicago, just east of 
the Dan Ryan.  Volunteers meet AT 
St. Columbanus. 
 

Dress for the weather as  everything 
takes place outside.  Parking is 
available in the lot behind the school 
(enter off of S. Calumet Ave.) ,on 71st 
Street or Calumet. 
 
Questions? Contact Maureen 
Valvassori at 
mvalvassori@divinemercynorthshore.
org or 847-446-0856. 



COMMUNITY 

CHRISTMAS SHARING WITH OUR SHARING PARISHES  
ST. COLUMBANUS AND ST. BENEDICT THE AFRICAN 

 
SACRED HEART CHURCH 
THANK YOU to all of the Divine Mercy families  who adopted St. 
Columbanus families this Christmas season.  Fr.Matt O’Donnell, the 
pastor of St. Columbanus, extends his thanks to all of you on behalf of his 
parishioners.  You have been a gift during this season of giving.  Thank 
you!.   
 
And...you can still make donations to Divine 
Mercy Parish towards the purchase of Jewel 
Foods Gift Cards for St. Columbanus 
families in need. We ask that your donation 
be in increments of $25.   
 
 
ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH 
Beginning today, take a tag off of the Christmas Tree in the Church 
vestibule that indicates a particular gift card needed for the St. Benedict 
the African community.  Gift cards in any denomination are welcome, 
though smaller denominations work better for the people of their 
community.  Christmas Sharing at St. Philip will run through the feast of 
the Epiphany. 
 
Please note that there will no longer be a 
toy collection for Catholic Charities.  The 
parish and those working with outreach 
decided to focus all energies on the needs 
of the St. Benedict the African community. 

OUTREACH 

Advent by Candlelight Thank You 
THANK YOU TO SO MANY! 
Many thanks to all the women of the 
parish who attended the 23rd annual  
Advent by Candlelight.  It was a 
wonderful evening of prayer, witness 
and song to help prepare us for the 
coming of God among us.  Special 
thanks to the team, led by Cindy 
Leveille, who put this event together.  
This event would not have happened 
without the help and wisdom of 
Sylvia Hernandez, Dona Carroll, Liz 
Harvey, Kristin Kalter, Lisa Centner 

and our wonderful maintenance staff! 
 
We are truly grateful to those women 
who shared their stories that night, 
including Rita Compton, Mary Maher 
and Dona Carroll; and to our readers 
of scripture, Shannon McSorley, 
Kathleen Murphy and Alana Carroll.   
Thanks also to Deb Kubasiak, who 
graced us with her proclamation of 
the nativity story from Luke’s Gospel. 
 
And to Rachel Sparrow, our wonderful 

vocalist, we offer our utmost gratitude 
for her beautiful performance, as she 
sounded like an angel singing from on 
high! 
 
Stay tuned for photos!! 

A FOOD PANTRY THANK YOU 
Many thanks to the dozens of 
parishioners who came out the day 
before Thanksgiving to serve at the St. 
Columbanus Food Pantry!  It was a 
wonderful day for 
all, and Fr. Matt 
O’Donnell, Pastor 
of St. Columbanus, 
and the Food 
Pantry clients were 
so grateful for your 
help and kindness! 
 
Thanks also to all 
the Children’s Ministry families who 
donated funds for the turkeys that were 
distributed that day!   





SACRED HEART SCHOOL 

LOOK WHAT’S HAPPENING AT 
SACRED HEART SCHOOL! 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Monday, Dec. 9th            
School Board Meeting   
7:15pm Faculty Room 
 
Thursday, Dec. 12th       
Early Dismissal   JK-8th  1:20pm 
Teacher Meetings  1:30pm 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
 
Saturday, Dec. 14th         
8th Grade Confirmation  
Retreat 

The 5th graders had a hands-on, educational experience at 
the Adler Planetarium on Tuesday. As a wrap up to their 
unit on the solar system, they got to learn new facts on 
planets, create constellations, make rocket ships, explore 
the Chicago Night Sky and much more! 

Kindergarten, junior kindergarten, and preschool students participate in our weekly early childhood advent prayer services.  

Lighting the candle of Hope for the first week of Advent at our 
Morning Prayer Service. 

We will be  
collecting unopened 
toiletries for Sarah’s 
Circle, a shelter for 

women at risk.   
Donations will be 

received at Sacred 
Heart School. 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY (RELIGIOUS EDUCATION/PREP) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please Join Us to celebrate  

As we unite two joyful traditions 

Christmas Nativity Pageant  
Sunday, December 15, 2019 

9:30 am in the Sacred Heart Gymnasium 

 

This is a special pageant, the first time we are combining the best 

traditions of both Sacred Heart and St. Philip the Apostle  

to make one pageant presented by  

our 3rd and 4th grade children. 

 
 

Reception immediately following program 



LITURGICAL MINISTERS SCHEDULE - Weekend of December 14 & 15, 2019 

MINISTERS OF CARE 

PLEASE PRAY 

For Those Who Have Died 
May the souls of the faithfully departed,  

Through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
Judith A. Happ 

ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE CHURCH 
5:30 p.m.   
Presider: Fr. Solazzo (Deacon McNulty preaching) 
Servers:   Volunteers needed 
Lector:     Annmarie Gesualdo 
EMs:          Michael Koberda, Anna Koberda, Bobbie Weiss 
Ushers:    Gino D’Egidio, Charlie Orth, Rick Turk 
 
7:30 a.m.  
Presider: Fr. Cassidy (Deacon Keenan) 
Servers:   Volunteers needed 
Lector:   Bill Doll 
EMs:   Jane Clark, Stephen Cross, Cathy Stegich 
Ushers:   Joe Pacini, Greg Clingan   
  
9:30 a.m.  
Presider:  Fr. Cassidy 
Servers:   Volunteers needed 
Lector:   Pat Doherty 
EMs:    Tom O’Donoghue, Jeanne Doherty,  
                    Gerry Schroeder 
Ushers:   Tom Andersen, Jason Cravens, Gene Nowak, 
                     Fred Steinemann 

,ÁËÅ #ÏÏËȡ    Christine Kengott 
'ÌÅÎ /ÁËÓȡ    Mary Newton  
 

-ÁÒÙÈÁÖÅÎ Ⱦ ,ÕÔÈÅÒÁÎ 'ÅÎÅÒÁÌȡ 
Mary Breen, Mary Claps, Maureen Claps, Marilyn Hielscher, 
Marty Kearney, Anna Koberda, Michael Koberda,  
Diana Scheeler, Tom Carroll 

For Those Who Are Sick 
 

The following people suffer from illness or chronic conditions.  
They have asked for the prayers of our parish family.   

Please remember them to the Lord.  
 

Mark Agnew, Jeannie Ambrose, Michael Anderson,  
Jim Baisley, Dorothy Banas, Donald Blair, Elaine Boback, 
Sande Bolan, Paula Brady, Dennis Braun, Wendy Braun, 

Luciana Butera, Milly Calabrese, Kierre Caldwell, Patt Carlson, 
Patricia Catarello, Teresa Chapman, Kelly Bolan Chevalier,  

Sheila Devlin, Tim Doll, Rick Doucette,  
David and Mary Ann Duerwachter, Maureen Dwyer,   

Timothy Feeney, Reese Felderman, John Flynn, Lisa Franke, 
Lydia Gatton, Benjamin Grillo, Philip Hall, Laura Hendricks, 

John Hoerster, Nancy Holihan, Mario Iturino, The Jatis Family, 
Becky Jones, Philip Jones, Marge Kalsch, Edward Kennedy, 

Ginny Kunkel, Gina Quirk Lazicki, Anne Lesniak, John Madden, 
Drew Mans, Jackson Mans, Matthew Morgan, Beth O'Brien, 

Sally O’Malley, Ennio Rossi, Mary Sabo, Donna Sabido,  
Dick Schager, Catherine Scheid, Mary Shepherd, Judy Sokal, 
Mary Tatro, Linda Walsh, Julie Wright, Simonne Wysockey,  

Lisa Zitella and Dr. Jerome Zwierzycki 

SACRED HEART CHURCH 
5:00 p.m.   
Presider:    Fr. Cassidy  
Greeters:   Patty Sanfilippo, Dee Hanlon 
Servers:     Andrew  Burden, Danny Burden 
Lector:       Dan O’Rourke 
EM’s:           Ludy Mariano, Samuel Fifer, Barbara Fifer 
Cantor:       Saturday Choir 
 
7:30 a.m.    
Presider:    Fr. Semmer 
Greeter:     Volunteers needed 
Servers:     Quinn Drehkoff, Joe Drehkoff 
Lector:       Roberta Olshansky 
EMs:            Bernadette Broccolo, Nancy Kehoe 
Cantor:     Katie Padley-Bolo 
 
9:00 a.m.   
Presider:     Fr. Solazzo  (Deacon McNulty preaching) 
Greeters:    Mary Newton, Volunteer needed 
Servers:      Matthew Bradley, Luke Malles 
Lector:        Catherine Lehman 
EMs:             Robert Maganuco, Owen Gardner, Ann Marie Kiener 
Cantor:        Renee Haring 
 
10:30 a.m.  
Presider:     Fr. Lanza ( Deacon Keenan) 
Greeters:     Frieda Baker, Kay Madden 
Servers:       Rachele Lombardi, Nora Murdock 
Lector:         Bill Hague 
EMs:              Kay Madden, Mark Kengott, Christine Kengott,  
                        Mary Jo Bushell, A.J. Leonard, Frieda Baker 
Cantor:        Sacred Heart Adult Choir 
 
4:30 p.m.     
Presider:     Fr. Lanza 
Greeter:      Lynn Finneke 
Servers:      Ashley O’Brien, Michael Smylie 
Lector:        Dan Kubasiak 
EMS:           James Collins,  Chris Hartman, Lynn Finneke 
Cantor:       Matt Mieling & Ensemble 
 



MASS INTENTIONS 

Monday, December 9 
Scripture Reflection Group 9:00am / 
SH PO 
Alpha 6:30pm / SH Parish Center 
Children’s Ministry Board Meeting 
7:00pm / SPA Church 
Christmas Music Quartet Rehearsal 
7:00pm / SPA Church 
 

Tuesday, December 10 
Crafty Ladies 9:00am / SPA Convent 
Prayer Group 9:00am / SHFR 
Early Childhood Advent Prayer 
Service 11:00am / SH PCR 
Bridge Club 12:30pm / SPA Convent 
Christmas Pageant Practice 4:00pm / 
SHS Gym 
 

Wednesday, December 11 
Alpha 9:30am / SH Parish Center 
 

Thursday, December 12 
8th Grade Christmas Dinner  Dance 
6:00pm / SH PCR 
 

Friday, December 13 
Holy Hour 3:00pm / SPA 
 

Saturday, December 14 
Men’s Inspirational Study Group 
7:30am  
Christmas Pageant Dress Rehearsal 
8:00am / SHS Gym 
Confirmation Retreat 12:00pm / SH 
Church 
Adult Formation 3:00pm / Ss. FHC 
 

Sunday, December 15 
Christmas Pageant 9:30am / SHS 
Gym 
A Just Harvest 4:00pm 
Family Faith Connection 5:00pm / SH 
PCR 

ST. PHILIP THE APOSTLE 

SACRAMENTS 

Main Office 
Sacred Heart 
1077 Tower Road 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
(847) 446-0856 
Fax: (847) 501-5311 
Monday - Thursday: 8:30am to 4:30pm 
 

Office 
St. Philip the Apostle 
1962 Old Willow Road 
Northfield, IL 60093 
(847) 446-8383 
Fax: (847) 446-8338 
Friday:  9:00am-5:00pm 
 

Religious Education Offices  
Sacred Heart (847)446-6535 
St. Philip (847)446-8390 or  
(847)446-8383 
 

Sacred Heart School Office 
1095 Gage Street 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
(847) 446-0005 
www.shwschool.org 
 

ChildrenΩs Ministry Office 
1077 Tower Road 
Winnetka, IL 60093 
(847) 446-6535 
 

www.divinemercynorthshore.org 

DIVINE MERCY OFFICES 

THIS WEEK AT DIVINE MERCY  

SACRED HEART 
Monday, December 9 
7:00 am- Yefim Lenderman 
8:30 am- William Goodrich 
 

Tuesday, December 10 
7:00 am- 
8:30 am-Loretta Maloney 
                  Robert McHugh 
 

Wednesday, December 11 
7:00 am – 
8:30 am- William Goodrich 
 

Thursday, December 12   Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 
7:00 am- 
8:30 am-Blessings for the peoples of  
 México 
 

Friday, December 13 
7:00 am –  
8:30 am-William Goodrich 
 

Saturday, December 14 
8:30 am-The deceased members of the 
 O’Connor Family 
5:00 pm- Genevieve Conway 
 

Sunday, December 15 
7:30 am – Parishioners of Divine Mercy 
9:00 am –Andrew Block 
10:30 am- Holy Souls in Purgatory 
4:30 pm-   Girard Annino 

Monday, December 9 
8:00am -Members of the Thordarson 
Family 
 

Tuesday, December 10 
8:00am- Members of the Halloran Family 
 

Wednesday, December 11 
8:00am – Members of the Jorgensen  
Family 
 

Thursday, December 12   Our Lady of 
Guadalupe 
9:30am –Members of the Murrin Family 
 

Friday, December 13 
8:00am- Members of the Douglas Family 
 

Saturday, December 14 
8:00 am-Christopher Richter 
5:30 pm-Seymour Brown 
 

Sunday, December 15 
7:30 am-Parishioners of Divine Mercy 
9:30 am-Helen Kane 

Sacraments can be scheduled at either 
church.  Arrangements should be made 
through the main office at Sacred Heart. 
 

RECONCILIATION 
Wednesday—3:00-5:00pm (SP) 
Saturday—9:00-9:30am (SH) 
Saturday—5:00-5:15pm (SP) 
or by appointment 
 

BAPTISM 
By appointment.  Please call the 
main parish office or visit our website 
for the requisite forms. 
 

MARRIAGE 
Contact the main parish office 6 
months prior to the anticipated date 
of the marriage. 
 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Contact the main parish office to 
arrange for the sacrament for the 
seriously ill and homebound. 



Pastor - Rev. Steven M. Lanza, slanza@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Associate Pastor - Rev. Dean Semmer, dsemmer@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Associate Pastor - Rev. Michael J. Solazzo, msolazzo@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Resident - Rev. Daniel Cassidy, dcassidy@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Deacon Mike McNulty, mimcnulty@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Deacon Gerry Keenan, gekeenan@archchicago.org,  773-251-6626 

Deacon Bob Puhala, bpuhala@usml.edu 

Director of Communications - Judy Pyke, jpyke@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Principal Sacred Heart School - Kristen Fink, kfink@shwschool.org 

Director of Evangelization and Lifelong Formation - Sue Lehocky, slehocky@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Director of Pastoral Care, Outreach and Special Events - Maureen Valvassori, mvalvassori@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Music Director - Todd Gresick, tgresick@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Associate Music Director - Sarah Cozzi, scozzi@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Director of Operations - Michelle Wasielewski, mwasielewski@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Finance Office  - Cindy Atsaves, cindyatsaves@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Administrative Assistant - Carol L. Brown, clbrown@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Religious Education Admin (SH) - Jeanne Morette,  jayersmorette@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Religious Education Admin (SH) - Debbie Perkins, dperkins@divinemercynorthshore.org 

Coordinator of ChildrenΩs Ministry - Kathryn Handelman, khandelman@divinemercynorthshore.org 
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                December 8, 2019 

     

         THANK YOU!  


